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of ter?]e(;?t' early resembles the earth, all forms

face, Trmal lite woylg quickly perish on its sur-

"0 re, 0 € accept this view, we have, at least,

ow pulzlinto fear that the phenomena that are

Sentien, andg aStronomers will prove disastrous to
Teasoning beings like ourselves.

CWI] . -
Yerse ;)f)a]it‘on Mmay well be indignant at the per-
Bag; Africcy that the Germans are pursuing in
Sult o th % It may be recalled that the first re-
Eﬂgland ewA"glo-German Agreement, as it affected

Mzibay ofas the broclamation by the Sultan of
"’lhin his 4 an edict prohibiting the slave traffic
A‘.‘glls a Ominions. It was issued on the 1st of
Prise 0 arllld’ of course, was an unwelcome sur-
c°ncerned ilhOSe who were directly or indirectly

Urope D the slave trade, whether Arab or
d, wer, he friends of Africa, on the other
Yew gicor¢ delighted at the prospect which the

%éncilgggnsa“o“ opened out for the cause of
Poli,, of t}(l’“- They hoped that the generous
ingr ¢ Sultan would serve as an example for
; Tulers in the interior. The last thing
"hlch haaPPrehended was that a European power,
taken a prominent part in the Anti-
Onference, and had assented to its de-
be the first to go directly counter
R he Umane reform, thus actually sup-
Ultan 4. S1ave-traders with the sanction which the
hem. The immediate consequences
T Wors; ;gnoyo decree were such as to cpnﬁrm
N e g ve.d ars of those who protested against it.
ioere ever ealers, expelled from Zanzibar, founl
us traﬂicy' OPportunity of continuing their nefar-
?ast thatm SeCurity, and it was reported from the
tr:s.afea d 2 thriving business in slave-dealing
Redlctio Y Carried on.  For a time some con.

tin Or countermand was expected from the
gﬁ“ed. ovgmment, but the expectation was not
n: Officiq D the contrary, it was announced in
oy “Uthori; Press that the Zanzibar ed:f:t. had
i the oy I German territory and that it was
;:de Save Ve€rnment’s purpose to abolish the slave-
" 1,y 0¥ 8radual processes and with due re-
e qu;t: €xisting order of things. It is thus
%tng is pu clear that Germany’s African move-

Iy o Tely speculative aqd commercial, and
prtlon of \Dterest of the natives. The condem-
s shows Bagamoyo decree by the Liberal
pl?fove S, however, that all Germany does not
n, the company’s selfish and inhuman
oy Aoyg, d‘e adverse agitation which the latter
linwlthstandl'n Europe and on this continent may,
¢ Wity -, o\0g, ¢ventually bring Bagamoyo into

anzibg,
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y igsanllation of the Massawippi Junction

i Ige a0 event that is full of promise for

ig 8¢ anq ; . : )

con ¥ Seve Mportant section of this province. It
nceive Tal years since the enterprise was first

:Eect w;:’ and 2lthough, from various causes,
t},eks Ot given to the idea till a couple of

e 80, it . p

iy |PUblie.q '+ Was never entirely lost sight of by
;I;thand.cs’?lnted men who have it at heart and
W ing mh? Meeting held at Coaticook on the

Q'FOste;’ nly under the direction of Judge S.

ing Y] ro Was attended by some of the most in- °
enﬁhs‘lcc €nts n the district and was a gratify-
triy llsiasm' h he initial steps were taken with an
PP, \tNat leaves no doubt of ultimate
P&cfedi s U the least interesting part of the
Ofttero ¥as the record presented by Judge
tookhe provi; €arly railroad movement in that part
iy Place ; ¢ He recalled the gathering that
[ MagOg In the winter of 1843-44 to

to, Townr the tryng line then
Q“)e int lp§, 7!1&'
Teq gmatlonal

projected through
Magog and Stanstead Plains,

™ . boundary line. The Jine was

18 8h gy, Sherbrooke and Coaticook mainly
St he in

l’lo the Pro uence of Sir Alexander Galt. In
of :' H g JeCt was again taken up, and the late
lor hat they remll succeeded in securing part
the e f ¥iMmed at, and their object now was
Judgestin o€ Unfinished work and to give the line
A, Fogp D Originally intended by the charter.

Olh r
figy Ot seaq. TUsted that before the close of
ac‘lt)n of ason the)’ would have the proud satis-
fecting Montreal with the Atlantic

seaboard over the line of the Massawippi Junction
Railway. The scheme was one that merited the
active support of the Kastern Townships, the re-
presentatives of which in the Commons and in the
Local Assembly had their hearts in it, and he knew
they could rely on the influential aid of the Hon.
Mr. Colby. In his retrospect Judge Foster men-
tioned the names of those who were interested as
petitioners, incorporators and directors in the

.original project, and said that of all who took part

in the proceedings nearly half a century ago only
seven survived, of the speakers Judge Doherty
alone being left in the land of the living. Both
his retrospect and his forecast were listened to
with deep attention.

PERSONAL AND ANONYMOUS JOUR-
NALISM.

Some of our daily contemporaries have been dis-
cussing the comparative merits of personal and
anonymous journalism. The subject has frequently
been dealt with, and each side of it has had its
able advocates. It cannot be denied that the per-
sonal element has its value in certain circumstances.
A great name signed to an article or a criticism will
enhance its worth in the eyes of the public, alto-
gether apart from its intrinsic importance. The
late Allen Thorndike Rice, gave a fresh impulse
to the popularity of the North American Review
by a judicious use of distinguished names. He
sought the co-operation of celebrities of every
type, statesmen, soldiers, diplomatists, millionaires.
He opened his columns to persons of every race
and creed, profession and business. Some of these
contributors, thus pressed into his service, were
famous writers ; some of them were novices in the
use of the pen. Generally they were asked to
write on topics in which they were experts or in
which they were intimately conéerned. If the
theme was fast sailing, he secured a consensus of
steamship captains. If the Chinese Exclusion Bill
was under consideration, an educated Mongolian
was appealed to. If some point in military
tactics required elucidation, Lord Wolseley or
General Sherman was asked to throw light on it.
If the wrongs of Japan at the hands of the treaty
powers were to be exposed, who could discharge
the task with more knowledge than a subject of the
Mikado? If the tariff problem was to be solved,
the views of Mr. Gladstone or Mr. Blaine were
brought into requisition. Sometimes a single note-
worthy writer was deemed sufficient to clear up the
matter in controversy, at others the plan of the
dialogue or symposium was adopted. But the
great desideratum was to make use of famous
names. Published on their merits, some of these
articles might or might not be read with profit.
Their authorship was sure to attract attention to
them. We have mentioned Mr. Rice, not because
he was the only publisher who in this way availed
himself of the popular penckant, but because he
was the first who reduced it to a system. To some
extent the usage has prevailed since printing began
-—the dedication in older generations giving to an
ordinary essay or poem the prestige of a great
name. So in our own country we see it announced
that some of our former governors or other persons
of rank will lend their sanction or their assistance
to some new literary undertaking. These courteous
noblemen, who may not be without literary ability,
know perfectly well why their names are’ sought,
and if the petitioner is not actually disreputable
they are not likely to refuse the favour. Even if
(as sometimes happens) thq name is really ?.ll that
the celebrity has time to give—the rest penpg the
work of skilful secretaries—the public is just as
wise and is none the less pleased. If we believe
all we hear, indeed, it is not the public alpne that
is thus led astray by appearances. The influence
of names—of the personal element—rules in many
an editor’s sanctum. ) ]

Even in professedly anonymous journalism there
is generally an individuality associated with all
authoritative utterances. Some person must be
responsible for the statements and comments of a
newspaper. The business of the world cannot be
conducted anonymously. What some of our con-

temporaries have been discussing is whether the
public have the right to know in every instance
who is addressing them, and whether the article
which they read with dissent or acquiescence was
written in good faith or is simply a way of putting
things—the writer being just as ready, on occa-
sion, to present a different view. That 1s, or
rather implies, an ethical question of undoubted
significance—a question which was debated long
before there was any press in existence, long before
Christianity was preached. The consensus of the
moralists of all ages is against such double dealing,
‘The man who can be all things to all men in 2
sense that the Apostle certainly never contem-
plated, who would champion one cayse to-day and
another to-morrow, and betray them both the day
after if it were made worth his while to do so,
would have been condemned in Athens or Rome,
in India or China, thousands of years ago, and if
he is tolerated to-day he certainly is not approved.
Nevertheless, there have always been free lances
in letters and in diplomacy as well as in arms,
and such persons there always will be so long as
their service commands its price. The newspaper
press is as free from men of this stamp as any
other department of intellectual industry, and when
a more than usually glaring instance of unscrupul-
ousness occurs, the press itself, after its manner, is
the first to give it publicity and to condemn it.

Some of our contemporaries maintain that the
only way to purge the craft from this dishonesty is
to adopt the plan of signed editorials. Readers
will then, it is urged, associate a writer with his
opinions, and the opinion of a paper with the in-
dividual writer.  But to introduce such a change in
the press of the English-speaking world would be
impracticable, even if it were desirable. The most
influential newspaper in the British Empire—in the
world, perhaps—has for a hundred years been
edited by men of whom the mass of readers knew
nothing—men like Sterling, Barnes, Delane,
Chenery, Buckle, When Mr. Chenery, who was
a rare scholar as well as an able writer, died a few
years ago, thousands to whom he had been speak-
ing for years, heard his name for the first time,
Many of the correspondents, dead and living, of
the Zimes and the other great London dailies—
Russell, Sala, Henty, Beatty-Kingston, McGahan,
Williams, Forbes—won world-wide reputations,
but the writers of even the most brilliant articles
are unknown beyond a narrow circle to this day.
The system admits, it is true, of signed contribu-
tions as well, but we doubt if the power of a great
journal—the Thunderer or any of its compeers in
metropolis or province—would be as great as it is
if the continental method were in vogue and more
prominence given to the individual. In the course
of time a newspaper acquires an individuality of
its own, on the nature of which its influence de-
pends and which attaches to its utterances an
authority almost wholly unaffected by changes of
personnel It becomes in an almost literal sense
an organ of public opinion, and we read its com-
ments on questions of the day, using our judgment
as to their pertinence and sufficiency, undistracted
by any thought of their source.
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‘“False Witness.”

Comes a demon in the darkness
Cries, why struggle, fight and fail —
When to dust thy dust is driven
What will struggle then avail ?

Man was very meanly given

Three score years beset with pain,
Wherefore fill them then with searching
For a truth that is but vain.

Take the hour, and turn its measure
To your use, nor think of those

Who may follow ; yours the moment,
What to you men’s after woes ?

Comes an angel in the morning,
Bids me still be true and strong, ,
Whispers to me, pain and passion
Passes, it is not for long

That we suffer here in silence H
That each hardly conquered fight,
Is a step upon that pathwa
Leading us to lasting light,
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