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THE CHRISTIAN MIBROR. -«

rone philanthropy and benevolencé, which, like
thé lizht of the sun, diffused itself to every chject,
and longs to bie the instriament ofgood, if possible,
1 the whole race of mankind, A sense of the
woyth of xonls, the importance of unseen things,
4ud the awful condittion of unawakened sinners,
tmakes it inded earnestand importunate ; but this
it shews not by bitterness and constraint, but by
*n unwearied perseverance in attempling to over—
come evil with good : [t retums blessings for
curges, prayers for ill treatinent: and though often
teviled and affronted, cannot be discouraged from
rencwed efforts to make others partakers of the
happiiness itself possesses: 1t knows how to ex—
press a becoming indignation against the erfors
and follies of men, but towards their persons, it is
all gentleness and compassion: It weeps (and
would, if possible, weep tears of blood,) over those
who will not be persnadgd: bat while it plainly
represents the consrquences of their obstinancy,
it trembles at ils own declarations, and feels for
them who cannot feel for themselves: 11 s often
grieved, bat cannot be provoked.

The zealous Christian is strietly observant of
his own foilings, candid and tender to the faulls
of athers : He knows what allowanres are due to
the frailty of buman nature, and the temptations
of the preseut slate, and willingly makes all the
allowances possible :  And though he dare not
call evil gwood.—cannot but judge according to
the tnle of S:ripture, yet he will conceal the in—
firmitias of men as mu=h as he can, will not speak
of them without a just cause, much less will e
aggravale the case, or hoast himself over them.
Suach-was the zeal of St. Panl, bold and intrepid
in the canse of God and truth, unwearied in ser-
vice, inflzxible in danger; when duty called, he
was not to be restrained, either by the threats of
enemies, the solicitations ol friends, or the pros—
pect of any hardships to which he might’ be ex-
posed. He chearfully endured hunger and thirst,
watching and weariness, poverty and contempt,
gnd counted not his life dear to him, so that he
micht fulfiil the great purpores of the ministry
which he had received of the Lord. -But at the
game time, in all his intercourse with men, he was
gentle, mild, and compassionate: He studied the
peace, and sccommodated himself to the weakness
of all around him: When he might command,
he used intreaties ; when he met with hard and
injurious treatment, he bore it patientiy ; and if
opportunity offered, requited it with kindness,
Thus, as he had reccived the Spirit, so he walked
in the steps of his Lord and Master.

ON DRESS.
Oh the dark days of vanity! while here
How (asteless ! and how tecrible whea gone. -

Indeed we may truly say, that the wotld at
this momentous season is lighter than vanity it-
solf.  How little regard is paid to that precept of
God, ¢©he not conformed to this world.” Must
it not pain the reflecting and intellizent mind, to
see how people i genesal pay so little deference
to the commands laid down in the word of life,
and to 'what would tend to their everlasting wol-
fare, To say the truth, that which scems at
pres-nt to he the greatest ohject and concern,
even of thoge who are called, and, who pretend
to be Christians, espezi lly amongst the yosng,
in the decorating and adorning of the hedy, and
followinyg the fantastic fashions of the day. Not
knawing, that it is only they,who, ¢through the
spisit, do mortifv the dveds of 1he body,’ (Rom.
viii. 13.) that shall live a life of @race and com-
fort here,and a lite of glory and felicity hereafter.
And yet, (may we not ask) who are morlifying
¢ the deeds of the hody 7° Surely we cannot say
those do, who live in conformily to this- world
who employ that time ant money, for the use of
whish they are accountable, imitating the dress
and equipix = of worldly people ; who openly and
contemptuousty violate the commands and pre-
eepts of God, which say, ¢ Let your adorning he
pot that autward adorning, of plaiting the bair,
-and of weming of gold, or of putling on of appa-
yel ; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in
that-which is not corrnptible. ezen the ornament

sof 4 moek and quiet spirit, which is in the sicht
" of God of «reat price,” (1 Pet. il 3, 4) and,
¢ that you adurn yonrselves in modest apparel,
with shameface lnes. and sobriety ; not with broi-
dered (or as it is in the margin plaited) hair, or
gold, or pear's, or costly array 3 but (whnich be-
vometh women’ prolessing godiiness) with good!

works.”? 1 Tim. §i. 9, 10. ’Tis indeed fo. be
lamented, (to use the words of a truly ogthodox
wiiter) that ¢ a soft luxurious course of habitual
indulgzerice, is the practice of the bulk of modern
Christians, and that constant moderation, that
wholesome discipline of restraint and self~denial
which are requisite to prevent the unperceived
encroachments of the inferior appetites, scem
altogether disused, as the exploded austerities of
monkish superstition  How  necessary is it
then, to adhere to the cantion inculcated by one
of the fathers of the primitive churchy when he
advises, ¢ lInstead of gems and silk, let your
young iaughter be enamowred with the scriptuies;
wherein nol gold, cr skins, or Babylonian embdroi-
deies, hut a correct and beautiful variety, pro~
ducing faith, will recommend itself.” Was the
christizn (o take the scriplures 2lone for the rule
of his faith and practice, how happy would it be
for society ! But what shall we say to the ad-
mirers of the fyrant of fools? O se earthly,
sensnal carnally minded p:ofessors, however litile
you may think of Jesus now, yet there is a lime
coming, and jou know not how soon it may
arrive, when you will wish you had thought of
Christ and the word of God more, and of your
pleasures and superfluities less.  Reader!if “you
be oné of those who live in conformity to ihis
world, and in the violation of the divine laws ;
whase delight is in extravagant dress, gay com—
pany, and vain amusemenis, remember, that they
¢ that are Christ’s, have crucified the flesh with
its affections and lusts,” (Gal. v. 24.) That ¢ if
any man love the world, or -the things thereof,
the love of the Father is not iri him.> 1 John ii.
15. I3 it not evident, therelore, if you love the

‘pleasures of the world, and have not crucified

the flosh with the affsctions, (or passions) and
lusis thereof, that ¢ you are dead while you live,’
and are consequently ¢ without hope, and without
Christ in the world 22 Surely, ¢ the wrath of
Gad cometh on the childven of disobedience,’
Colus. iii. 6, and ¢ he will come to take ven-
geance on them that know him not, and ohey
not the gospel.?  'Why should you then disobey
the precepts laid dowa in the word of life, by
your admning your perishing and corrptible
buly, alter a pompous anil arroxant manner, (as
was before intimated) -in the putting on of gold,
pearls, precious stones, hracelets, broaches, vails
curlg and costly array'? Such adoming proceeds
from pride of heart ; for the pride of the heart. is
visihly seen by the ontward econduct; ¢ God
tesisteth the prond,” James iy. 6, and ¢ every
one that is prout is an abowination to the Lord,
Prozerbs xvi. 3. Yon may take it ther:fore for
granted, that so long as you love dress, you can-
not love Gad. But, shall [ say to you,in the words
of a pinus divine, when spezking of the absnrility
of what [ have in thiz r3say bewn reprobating ?
¢Go’; clothe thyseiiin all the gay attire which the
shuttle’or needle cun furnish, yet know, 10 the
mortification of thy vanity, (that the nutive ele-
gance of & common Jaisy eclipses all thiselahorate
finery.>? :
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OUR 8AVIOUR, AN EXAMPLE OF PRAVEE,

ONE of the most remarkable traits in the character of
our l.ord is his devoicdness to prayer. It behoved
him to be a pattern of all excellence to.our fallen
race and we cannot fancy him to have been on earth
without his fulfitling all righteousness. Much that
he did has been neeessarily untold:  There is nothing
told byt what leads us to contemplate his life suffer-
ings cnd dcath, with solemn and holy awe. At pre-
sent T wotice only his hubitual praying to the Father,
When he performs miracles he prays for the divine
bleasing-—when he teaches morvality he juculeates
prayer—when he is under temptation, he prays—when
he is in agony, he prays—and when he ia in the or-
dinary course afduty, he retires often to pray. 1t is
not (or us to inquire into the nature of the comunion
which on such occasions our blessed Redeemer. held
wilh his Father. It is enough that. we are assured of
the fact thut the Divine Saviovr performed this duty,
—and' if he, during his humanity, found himsell bene-
fited and refreshed with this holy exercise, of how
much more are we in need ofsuch benefit? OF all
tha duties we arc called on to dischirge, this. while it
is the one which has the richest variely of blessings
promised, is the one, it is to be feared, which is most
frequently neglected. Why isit s0? There is only
one answer. The retiring to self-examination and
prayer brings us, as it were, to a personal interview
with Gad.  Owur hearts condemn usj we dirs not
look up to Him with confidence, while we are co-~
scions of neglecting.'his comm rnd-nents, slighting

his banefits, despising his grace, and esteeming lightly
thage things which should We our hizhest glory and

delight. Let not the thought of this pass away withouy
serious resolution of amendment, and a casting of -
ouraelves on his mercy through Him whose examply
we thus are called on to imitate; and who has ene
couraged us to the exercise, by adding many promises,
which o those who eeek in his came will be most ame
ply realized.
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THE UNHAPPY,

WHEN a heart breaks under the burden of ifs sor-
rows—when sickness strikes its root in woundy
opeaed ty pain,and life consumes away slowly o
death,then none of us should say that that heavily
laden heart should not have broken; that ji
might bave exeried its strength to bear its suf-
fering. No, we would express no word of cen-
sure on that prostrate d spiiit because it conld not
raise iiself—hefore its resurrection from the
rave.

But beautiful, strengathening, and glorious, is
the view of a:man who presents a courazeous ang
patient breast to the poisoned arrows of life; who,
without defiance and without weakness, gocs
upon his way untioubled; wno suffers without
complaint ; whose fuirest hopes have been borng
down to the grave by fate, and who yet diffuses
joy around him, and labours for the happiness of
others. Ah, bow beautiful is the view of such 3
one, (0 whom the crown of thorns becomes: the
glory of a saint!

1 have seen more than one such royal sufferer,
and have always felt at the sizht, ¢ Oh, § conld
be like this one—it is better than to be worldly
fortunate !

But 1 must here remark a difference. Thers
is a misfortune jn wh-ch we see a higher hand,
an inevitable fate ; it is like a thunder stroke ous
of the clouds. Bat there are sufferings of an.
other kind, of which the torture resembles a
perpetual needle~pricking. These proceed from
the hand of man; these.arise in families, wheta
married people, parents, children, only live with
on2 another to make hotne a hell : thete are the
plagued and the nlaguers; it were difficull to say
which were most worthy of pity ;—the unhappy
ones! The first kind of misfortune is most easy
to endure. It is much, mnch easier to suffer ua-
der the hand of God than under that of man:
Lightning from above gives death, or light and
exhiferation ; the prick from the hand of maa
wastes away life like a slow cancef; it embitters
the heart—unitterness is the simoom of deliver=
ance —There is an angel pa‘ience which blunts
tha wounding point, which sanclifies the sufferer
under his pangs and at length improves others hy
this means. There is Socrutesic conrage which
converts allXantippean siower-haths into refresh-
ing rain ; there is a hero-mood that breaks the
chains which it finds too heavy to he borne,
Many a tormented one proves himself, but he
proves himself before a hisher eye ; he may, if
he will, prevent bis heart becoming imbittered,
for that is the worst that can happen to him.

TEMPERANCE.

Tue PrisoNer.—He had commited no c;ime,tle
brand of the felon was not on his brow, but yet
sttong. mighty chains bannd him, and the iron
Yand of a proud victor was laid upon him. His
hody was bowed down with the eight of the
shackles whieh held him, and his sonl was crush-
od with 2 misery the free know nothing of.
There are prizoners whom the decp dungeon
hold, and-on whom the lizht of day never breaks,
ve! none are so strongly hound as the prisoner of
whom we speak. They may let the soul fl
away from the dungeon, and et thourhts visit
the scene of former years, but the chains which
bind the prisoner hold the immortal soul in bon.
dage, a< strongly asthe body. The prisoncr bound
in iron chains may drink at the founts of learning
and wisdom. ; may hope, that thonzh in this life
hound in a dark prison louse, in afutare world
the free spirit- can soar 10 a bxme where all aro
free alike, and hask in the beams of a never seiting
sun § but the prisoner in soul hondage has no hape
for the hirure, and in his dicams of death no
angels of merey visit his soul, but spirits of evil
heckon him to a home wher» misery cver reigns.
This life is full of wo 5 and the future ovorflowing
with bitterness, Men may ypity the prisoner of
the dismal cell, but how much n ore to be pitied
is the prisoner of Rum. For even him there is
a slar of hape, and a way is opened hy which his

chains may burst, and his body and soul made



