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coins have cbangcd, and the currcncics of America have
fluctuatcd, but the par of 1707 rernains yct as the one fixed
point in the sert of confusion.

Wc corne now te revolutionary times. The cxtraordinary
expedients of the Rcvolutionary Congress arc ameong the
best known incidents et history. The war %vas fought on
the Anicrican side with paper money up te thc tinte whcn
the French cxpedition undcr Rochamnbeau landcd, and
brouglit the specic îvhich %vas as nccssary to succCss as
bayonets. It would bc tedious te narratc thc stcps by which
thc Continental niency dcprcciated ta iooo te î-until it
finally disappearcd. Thc lcading spirits of the Revolution
sawv thc tccssity et laying a direct %var tax, but they could
îiot obtain the cotisent ef Congress. IlDo you think," said
a rncrnber et Congress <quotcd by Greene; Historical stud-
ics) "*tha.t I will cotisent te tax my constitucnts, whcn wc
cai scnd to the printcrs and get as much nioney as wc want?'
Thc fariner whio refuscd te take this money for his produce
%vas treated as a traitor, and liad his propcrty takcn from
hini for his disloyalty, but no enactrnent could kcep it from
dcprcciating. Mcantinic tic presses et the different States
tectiiei with issues et thicir owvn during thc war, and up to
the period of the full consolidation of the Union in 1790.
Thecir paper added te the volume et the currency and to the
ttcr confusion et values.

Iiiiiicdiately after peace wvas dcclared the efforts et al
tliniiiig. nicii wcrc turnced towvards consolidating the Union,
and for several years thc propoed Constitution wvas dîscuss-
cd iii every town and hainlet. But cvciî tien tic lurking
attachnient te papcr moncy %vas evident. Sonie of the
States wcre unwilliîig te resign the riglit et issue, and it was
flot until 1790 tint Rhodc Island joined the Union, and its
citizcns finally rclinquishced their cherishcd habit et paying
thc:r debts iii paper. The State Govertiments ivere forbidden
by tUe sncîv Constitution te miake an thing but gold and sil-


