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Onr PMusteations,

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S BALL AT TORONTO.

The ball given by Their Excellencies the Governor-General
and Lady took place on Thursday, the 24th ult., at the Parlia-
ment Buildings. It was perhaps one of the finest ever given
in the Dominion, says the Ma:, and both in the arrangement
of the rooms and the brilliant crowds of fashionably-dressed
visitors who thronged the different apartments, presented an
appearance which will long be remembered by those who had
the honour of witnessing it. 'U'he (‘hamber of the Logislative
Council, and that used as the post office, ward room, cte., were
elegantly decorated with wreaths, garlands and fesf.o.ons qf fir
dotted with roses, the sides of both Chambers being lined
with crimson cloth. The greater part of the raised platform
upon which the mcembers' seats are usually placed had been
moved, and an entirely uew floor laid down ; the fittings of the
post oftice were also removed, leaving a large open space in
the centre of each room open for the dancers. Upon the wall
were hung large mirrors and a number of excellent engravings
in handsome frames, while at the sides were the usual seats
and lounges for the benefit of chaperones. In the Couuncil
Chamber, the magnificent full-length portrait of Her Majesty,
from the City Hall, having been brought here, occupied a pro-
minent position on the north wall. The band in this chamber
was located in the gallery. In the other and largest room, in
addition to the decorations before mentioned, there were a
couple of handsome trophies of bayonets and ramrods, sup-
plied from the armoury of the Queen's Own, there being also
a dais for the reception of the Vice-regal party. The band in
this apartmeunt was placed in a covered music chamber erccted
outside the windows, which were of course thrown open,
being draped with crimson curtains. The floors in both
chambers were well waxed, too well indeed, the lobbies be-
tween the two being carpeted and lined with seats. The long
chamber over the lobbics was used as a refreshment room, and
supper was laid in the old library, which was decorated for
the occasion with bunting, the passages to and from it being
laid with crimson cloth.

Shortly after nine o’clock the vizitors began to arrive in
rapid succession at the east door till at a few minutes to ten
when their Excellencies arrived, the Council Chamber pre-
gented a most brilliant appearance. At the time named their
carriage drove up to the grand entrance which had been
covered in with crimson cloth for the ovcasion. The Gover-
nor-General’s Body Guard, who were on duty under Col. Cum-
berland, saluted, and their Excellencies, attended by Colonel
Fletcher and Lieut. Coulson, A. D. C., entered the Council
Chamber accompanied by His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor
and Mrs, Howland, attended by Captain Curtis; Lady Harriet
Fletcher, who accompanicd their Kxcellencies—the quadrille
band of the 10th Royals playing « God Save the Queen.”
Their Kxcellencies then procceded round the roowm,
receiving aud responding to the bows of their guests. The
first quadrille was then formed, His Excellency the Governor-
Gencral opening the ball with Mrs. Howl~nd, Lady Dufferin
dancing the quadrille with His Excellency the Lieut.-Gover-
nor. Uiz Excellency, who was in plain evening dress, over
a white waistcoat, wore the ribbons and orders of the Bath
and St. Patrick—Lady Dufferin’s dress being composed of pink
silk trimmed with tulle, and Brussels Ince flounces looped up
with roses and white lilac. On her head a diamond tiara and
flowers similar to those on the dress. Her ornawments were a
diamond necklace and earrings, and several bracelets,

The appearance of the two ball rooms as the evening wore
on became of charming effect. The ladies’ dresses gshowed a
degrec of taste which was not only marked in invividual in-
stances, but throughout the entire assembly the arrangement
of the different dresses as to shape and choice of colour would
have done credit to an assembly at the Tuileries in its bygone
days. Piok undoubtedly predominated, and was presented of
all matcrial and tint. There were some very handsome dresscs
of green silk, and others of pale corn colour, which lighted
up well under the brilliant lighting of the rooms. The gen-
tlemen, though the majority wore ordinary evening dress,
presented a considerable number of handsome uniforms, and
many of our Voluntecr corps were there in their quiet, though
somewhat sombre dress.

Refreshments were served throughout the evening in most
excellent style, the gnests being obliged to enter by one door
and leave by another, thus preventing that annoying crush
causcd by conflicting streams of people in a narrow doorway,
which is usually to be dreaded and gone through in aflairs of
this kind.

At midnight the supper-room was thrown open, and a steady -

throng of hungry dancers continued to attack the really lordly
array of viands for the remainder of the evening. During the
evening His Excellency the Governor-General danced with
the following ladies :—Mrs. Howland, Miss Cumberland, Mrs,
Mowat, Mrs. T. C. Patteson, Miss Crawford. Mrs. J. B. Robin-
son, Miss Harman, Miss Taylor, SLondon), Mra. George Brown,
Miss Fraser, (Port Hope), Mrs. I'. B. Camberiand, Miss Emily
Brown, Mrs. Allan McDougall, Mrs. Kirkpatrick, (Kingston),
Miss Heward, and Mys. Nichol Kingsmill. Lady Dufferin
favourced the following gentlemen with her hand :—The Licut.-
Governor, Hon. 0. 3owat, Hon. George Brown, and Hon. A.
McKellar. Their Excellencies remained till the close of tho
ball, at about three o'clock.

MESSRS. [VES & ALLEN'S MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENT AND
WAREHOUSES.

The establishment of Messrs. Ives & Allen, founded by the
present members of the firm some thirteen years ago, has de-
veloped into what may—for the Dominion—be fairly termed
colossal proportions. Our illustration represents the central
and main portions of their premises, as sean from William
Street looking down Quecn Street. The five story iron front
building on the left being the new offices and warehouse now
finishing and to be connected by an iron bridge as shown
above—with the workshops on the right. A glance at the
adverttiseinent on the walts of the warchouse will give an idea
of the description of gpods produced by this firm, althongh a
vast variety of articles &re comprised under the general terms
of Havdware, Hollowware, &c. Referring to the plan of the
strects of this locality (to be found on the last page) it will be
noticed that the works extend through three whole blocks, a
distance of over 700 feet; consequently, to get any correct
impression of this immense establishment, we must visit the
different departments in succession.

Commencing at King Street we will first visit the new Stove,
Foundry and mounting shops which are just completed and are

)

fitted up with the latest improved appliances and machinery
for making and finishing stoves in the very best style. The
foundry, where the stoves are moulded and cast, is nearly 100
feet square, and the main portion of the roof is carried by
girders of 60 feet span, thus leaving the moulding floors unob-
structed by posts or picrs. The cupola for melting the iron
is McKenzie's patent, and capable of melting ten tons of iron
at one heat. The stove castings, when cleaned, are elevated
to the mouunting shops in the sccond story of the front build-
ing, and after leing put together, the stovee are run upon a
tramway nacross thie foundry dirvectly into the warchouse on
Queen Street, where the finished productions are all stored.

Passing from the foundry we enter the warelouse fronting
on Queen Strect, where are the head offices, sample and stock
rooms. This building is of immense strength and size, con-
taining 60,000 square feet of flooring exclusive of basément,
and is admirably arranged for the storage and handling of
goods. A drive way ruus through the centre of the building
at either end of which are platform hoists. Several teams can
stand in this passage at once, and goods can be received and
delivered with the greatest facility, and without encumbering
the sidewalks. Passing through several flats which are occu-
pied for storage, wefi nd in the fifth story the Wire Works, now
grown to be a flourishing department, and employing a large
number of hands. Thousands of yards of wire cloth sre pro-
duced yearly, also, a great variety of usefal and ornams:ntal
articles.

Orossing Queen strect we enter the main factory buildings—
which extend through the block—first, taking a look at the
engine which is newly put in, and of 45 horse power. The
boiler furnace is fitted up with an improved apparatus, which
consumes the smoke and effects a great saving in fucl. This
ig an invention of Mr. Ives, and for which he has obtained
patents both here and in the Statos, and which is belng
generally adopted throughout the city.

The first flat ot this building is devoted to the manufacture
of smoothing irons, 200 tons of which are made yearly. They
are first planed off upon automatic lathes, one man Leing
able to tend four at the same time. After leaving the planer,
they are finished upon swiftly revolving emery wheels, which
leave a high polish upon the face of the iron.

Leaving the upper portion of the building till our return we
will go through into the main foundry. Here a bewildering
sight meets the oye, men with ladles of glowing melted iron
are rughing in every direction, while others are yet working at
the moulding, shoveling and stamping the sand into the
moulds.

A new aystem has lately been adopted, and a heat is taken
off in the morning as well as in the afternoon, so that castings
are made every bour of the day. A new Cupola recently
erected upon an improved plan is capable of melting 10 tons
per hour. The foundry floor occupics a space of 20,000
square feet, mostly devoted to light hardware and ornament-
ed iron work, but there arc ample facilities for making work
of the heaviest description. In the jobbing depattment are
turned out building castings, sewing machines, safes and
scale castings ; also threshing and mowing machine castings,
in fact several machine shops and factories are supplied from
these works.

Adjoining and shut off from the foundry by thick walls and
iron doors is a building used for storing patterns, of which
there is an inmense number and of great value,

Crossing Prince strect we come to a two story building, the
lower portion of which is a furnace for melting brass, and
where is made the Babbitt Metal, which has a high reputation
throughout the country. The upper room is now being
refitted and made comfortable as a Reading Room for the use
of the workmen during the dinuer hour, and will contain files
of the daily papers.

Stretching through another block to Duke Street are covered
sheds and buildings for the storage of iron, coal, sand, and
foundry sapplics, which are kept for sale as well as for con-
sumption on the premises. In passing through the fouundry
on our return we notice the manufacture of Composite chilled
iron work, such as railings and gatos, iron bedsteads, &c., &c.,
produced by & process which in this country is peculiar to
this firm. Hastily passing through the noise and dust of the
mill rooms, where the castings are cleaned and polished, wao
visit the bedstead shops, where a large number of hands are
employed, and an immense quantity of both English and
American patterns produced, which fiud their way to all parts
of the Dominion. Stepping on to the steam elevator we are
taken up to the finishing shops, where are a large number of
labour-saving tools, and appliances for fitting and putting
together the various articles which make up the extensive
catalogue of hardware.

In an adjoining room cut off by iron doors is the japanning
and ornamental departinent, where the goods are covered with
various preparations, and dried in lavge stcam ovens,

‘The number of hands at present employed in these works is
between two and three hundred, which will be increased dur-
ing the next spring, when the new premises are fully in opera-
tion, to more than three hundred.

During the past summer many skilled workmen have been
imported from England, and a number of French and Belgian
mechanics have been engaged.

Besides being manufacturers, Messrs. Ives & Allen are also
factors, and take the entire product of several other concerns,
the most important of which is the Provincial Hardware Co. of
Kingston, whose locks, butts, and other Louse trimmings are
now in general nse throughout the Dominion

The eelebrated ¢ Dominion Black Lead,” which has U:come
a requisite in every family, is. manutuctared at the Piumbago
Mines, on the Ottawa River.

OHATRAU-LAFITTE.

Our illustration needs Lut little explanation. Chiteau-
Lafitte, with its sister Chiteanx Margaux and Latour, is suifi-
ciently known, if only by name, to explain the scene in the
picture, the busy crowds of men and women hard at work
bringing in the precious vintage of Medoec T'he chiateau in
the background, together with the clos, are the property of M.
Rothschild, who purchased it in 1868 for the suin of 4,500,000
francs.

THE VILLAGE OF ELORA

is situated on the line of the Wellington, Grey, and Bruce
Railway, 43 miles from Hamilton, in the ccntre of a splendid
agricultural country. The Grand River, on the banks of which
the village is Luilt, furnishes excellent water-power, of which
every advantage is taken. There are several mills, and fac-
tories in the place, and the enterprise of its inhabitants have
made it one of the most thriving villages in the county of
Wellington.

atlisoiinens,

Two members of the smitz ol tiw ox-inancior Nanoleon
have been visiting Kingstown, near Dubliy, witil {1 professed
object of selecting & residence for the Truporial fauily. St
Valeres, near Bray, the seat of ithe iate Jadge Crampion, has
been regarded as suitable.

Dean Swift bequeathed & madhouse to treleand bucanso, as
an epigram relates, no country wanted it so mueh.  Aceord-
ing to tha French papers, an Enghshwman, who vecently dizd
at Armenti¢re, has followed that cceentric divine's example,
by leaviug £61,000 for bailding a lunatic asylum in Feance.
“This preference does ws much honoar,” says I : Liberié,
“and probably no similar inguit has been paid to this country
since old B:dlam was built on the plan of the Teilerics, a fact
which greatly irritated the Freuch ruonnret of that day.”

A Paris engineer has just been ¢ hoist with his own putrd”
in a literal sense—i.e., blown to picces by the accidenta) ex-
plosion of an iufernal machine, whose destructive properties
he had intended for the benefit of the Prussians, sbenld
auother war break out. The man's name was Daricux, and
for many months he had labourel assiduously as his
benevolent invention, which was to sweep away whols ranks
of the enemy at a single discharge. At last the moment came
for the final proof. Durieux procnred a huadied Ieadon toy
soldiers, dressed them in the Prassian unifors:, plaed them
before his instrument of vengeance, fired it, an.i blow himsolf
to pieces.

A Brixton clergyman was recently diseovered turning a
mangle. The mangling came about in this wise. The clergy-
man, going his visiting rounds, calied on a poor woman who
kept a mangle, and who was ¢ at her wit's cuid.” secing that
her husbund was ill, and she could got no une io take & tara,
g0 that she might got her work home in tin -, ro ue not to
lose her customers.”  The kindly clergviaan fiicoed §u her
tale, saw her difficulty, aul said he sopposal turning a
mangle required no parctienin: skill-—conld he doit? The
woman protested that such & thing was jmpossible; bntin
spite of her remontrances, the Rev. gewtlomau bisted on
trying his hand, and coatinued at the work far ings the night,
until all the clothes were ready for delivery nexi mosninz.

Tne Viexya Exms:rvion—In Mav next thy geaa ! ansician
Exhibition is to be opened. [t is stated that the Anctyian
Government has set apart ample space for the briciit of
exhibitors from this side of the Atiantic, e Dominion will,
we believe, be fully represented at this gramt woeel's shiow,
The exhibifion palacs is situated a short distance vast of the
city of Vienna. The main building ts 3,000 fee: long, 82 font
wide, intersected at right augles by 32 iransepts, ewch 274
feet long, by 50 feot widu; ca~h teansept b o meparate
entranee, over which will be markad the name of the conniry
to which it belongs. The pulace is arvanged geographically
from east to west. Chinu and Japan will ocrupy the extreme
eastern, and Amervica the extrone western cuds, In the
middle of this palace is the great rotunda, the larzesi rooted
building in the world ; the iron coimmuns on which it resks are
80 fvet high, while the roof itsell springs in one clear up-
broken span of 354 feet from pillar to piliar, the ciutire heisist
being 250 feet. The entive space iaciosed for the exhibition
iz 69,430 square metres, or 222,090 square oo, M schinery
Hall, built entirely of brick an.i iron, ix 2,600 a0t long and
150 wide, divided into a broad central nave fur tivs bavgor kind
of machinery in motion, and two side aisles for sinall
machinery not in motion.

An inveutor has recently suggzested a form of communism
which a good many guict, resp:actable houschollus wonld
probably like to sz¢ tried Jduriuyg the enxning winicer, It is
proposed that a number of housus should veseive in common
a supply of hot air or hot water, to b: fuwrnished from a
suitable outside apparatus of pipes, boiler ani tamace, 1o be
paid for in common. The hot niv or hot “vrier would be
‘ laid on,” like the water; and the system, arier being trivd
with a few strects and sqanres (a mere bukiness concession in
view of a timid public) would afterwards be exiinded to
parishes an.d whole towns, It is maintained that by the manus
coutemplated warmth could be distributed, at w small cost,
throughout the house; so that water wonld never freess in the
bedrooms, while iu the kitehen enongh heat conid at Loy
moment be turned on for cooking a dinner. Tt is, nerhans,in
favour of this project that as regards the mwin iden it is not
new. In Russia where, during the long and tervible winters
the cost of fuel is to every one a matier ion seriovs con-
sideration, a number of adjacent rooms and passagos in the
same house are often heatwl (tom one vast intermedicte
chimney, with a furnace at the brse.  When the smoke from
the newly ignited wood in the stove or furnace has been
allowed to escape, the chimney is closed from the top, and
remaing warm and a distributor of wremth throuzhout the
day.

An instructive article in a Gevian newspaper makes kuown
by carefully solected statistics, the grent increase that has
taken place of late years in most Earopeau vountries in the
cousumption of articles of food aad drienk waich onr grand-
fathers vegarded as luxurics,  Of course the inceease his been
much greater in some articles than ju others.  in Peussia the
yearly cousnmption of meat per nesd had advanced from 33
1b. i 18v6 tw 40 tb. in 134y, brandy had grown from 3 quarts
to> 8, and wine from § gunart to 2 quarts. ‘I'he inerease in
ruRAar, again, was from 14 1b. to 7 lb., and in colfee from 2 1h,
to 4 1b. Thezo fizurea dv not bring us to the latest i wmes, but
th increase has Leen even in a greater railo during ihe yoars
since 1845, Thus, Kolb estimates the toful consumption of
sugar per hewd of the population in the aves of the Zollvercin
for the year 1880 af 7.37 1L, and tu the year 1364 i hod -
vanced (0 9.23 1b. The annun consumption of the popnlation
of Lonlow ix given, on the suthority of the Feonmmist, as
follows :—[1i the year 1:43: Swrar, 1654 ' 5 tor, L7 I,
cocoa, 0.091b. 5 wine, 0 22 gallon; spirits, 0.8% maiion  In the
year 1865: Sugar, 41.17 th.; tew, 3 26 1b.; covon, 14 [
wine, 0.40 gailon ; spirits, 0.89 zailon. From ehese fizures it
appears that England bears the palon easily wu all sach
watters.  From the recent worl of M. Bleck, ¥ L'Europe
Politique et Bociale,” it appears that the nugar consumption
of France per head per year is 7.4 Rilogrammuoes, that of
Prussia 3 75, Austria 2.46, Ruwsia 1.2 H+ Mol 7.03, Belginm
4.06, while England stands at 19.88 Lilogrmmes. Fngland
also uses above half as wuch gilk a8 the whole of the rest of
Europe




