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If the merits of Alfred rested solely upon the
cial rofims which he introduced, they are
i for him the lasting sratituge
Not having, ourselves, felt the
wecaa form
the boon which he conferred
his legislutive measures,

gy,

W 8 visits to Rome in his youth had, undoubt.

o
¥y

' €D attended with many advantages, That
“ Wistress of the world,” although then dis-
Y of much of her former eplendyr, retained
mﬂenl of the majestic grandeur of her byjlg.
0 have impressed on his mind a striking
tto the mug huts of his Saxon countrymen,
Seen the stately Puntheon ang the Forum,
‘hwgh be couldy,’t carry their splendor to
d, vet le was determined to carry their
'_0' his scholary,
a5 ’ broad for workmen capa.
iy “Arying this design into Practice ; and
be caused a number of
T d sfter his own designs,
k&“ Yle ag foagnitude superior o any ever
Teared o the shores of E ngland.
Mm‘il‘s and geography also occupied a con-
by h‘f Portion of his attention, Travellers
Oupy . B2OrS were frequently inviteq ¢o his
) ° fom them he obtained descriptions of the
"'“0

k:' “hich they had explored, or which were
O"N. In the translation which he made
tha gy ;

hqg d"“’"cal work of Orosius, he has added a
~ o 8eographical information, especially
%%. Gern_mny. His embassy to Ingig q¢
Coulq only have been planned by 4
ing g Very uncommon amount of
t}::nfh of knowledge, pug how litile coulq
foy, Bags 23104, cren i the Ioftiest flight of
y y,hi:l:t")". that thyt luxurious country,
Wogyy ¢ Was’ ordering a few pems and
;:t‘ &'G‘lxl:]'one day become o dependency, op
""% 8 Flag would ever waye over hep

. s ang her fertile plains,
:'e."m(fmp?ated Alfred in the camp, in
Justice, ang in his public eodduct—
g him a5 o student, as g may of
s o Prince; let us now proceed

:Q Q.::j: a3 he js displayed tous in his pri.
N,

* He is there distinguished by
’""“"& Judgment, kindness, ang
. .
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which hig lubours hag brought to he
country—he watched over them with the fondest
€3¢ and he benefitreg them by the wisdom of his
counsel. I, erjoyed, too, for this Paternal care
a luxury which €very parent can appreciate, but
which few, pethaps, en joy—he saw g family sur.
rounding him, dwify) and afTectionate, whose
cowpany aad attention Were a constant source of
solace (o him iy his old age,

Like all men, pe Possessed the passiong and
frailties of morqyjjs ; but to check their growth,
and to subdue thejy degrading tendéncies. he had
frequent resource to the never-failing aid of ye.
ligion, Asser mentions, says M, Turner, thag
he used to Bet up at the firsg dawn of day, and
burry away privately to chureh; there he would
Pour forth hig troubles ang desires—there he
would seek from the Giver of all
Power which He along can bestow.

His wealth, instead of being hoarded up or -
squandered among the members of hijg family, he
devoted, with his time and talents, to CRITY out
the interests of hig country. He divided his re-
venue into two Portions, which were again syb.
divided each fyr 4 Particular object, A sixth of
one of those portions Was set apart for his war.
riors and attendants, another to his workmen and
grchitects; another sixth he appropriated to fo.
reigners of learning whe waited upon him, each
according to hig worthiness and Deed,

One fourth of the other half of his income he
devoted to the Poor, and a similar portion was
given for the maintenance of two monasteries
he had built; an eighth was for the schools
he had founded ; another eighth among
the different monasteries in his country ; and
whenever his megns permitted, he extended hig
munificence to those of Wales, Cornwall, Ireland,
Bretagne, and of France. He is an example for
sume of our wealthy men to study. Had we bug
a few of such Alfreds, how muych would be mii.
Bated of the miserics and want which surround
us! .

It may haye oeensioned surprise how Alfred
could have Ppossibly attended o all the dutics
which we have gaiq be performed, This was the
Sccret of his success; he performed his immnense
amount of lsbour by g scrupulous regard afiop
time, by a striet care, that not gne moment should
be uselessly spent. Yes s hislife furnishesa glorious
exumple of whag may be done within the short
Period of a man's existence, when €very moment
is made “ pay its worth,” W are told thag
he divided his days into three parts: eight hoyrs
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