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JOSEPR EXALTED,
Gen. xH, 87-890.

CoMMIT-TO MEXORY versos 89, 40,
REFERENCES—T's, ov. 21, 22; Acts vii. 9

CentRAl  TRUTH~YThe Lord dirests

the way of the upright.” (Prov. xxi. 20.)

With v. 88, read Numb. xxvil. 18; with
v. 89, Prov.ii. 6; with vs. 40, 42, Luke i,
£2; with v, 42 and 48, Ex. ii, 10, and

29; with vs. 44 to 49, Ps. lxxxiv,

Ve
})litunnd Prov. xii 24.

Wo left Jozeph, last Loxd’s dny, in pri-

con, at_ the head of tho prisonors, indeed

put still a prisoner. Lot us imark the steps
(as an_introduction to our lesson to.day),

by which ho eamne to favor and honor,

{1) God's providence sends fwo of Phe-
yaoh's officers, to make his aequaintanco
and fearn his worth, into the prison (chap.

11. 2, )

{2) He sends them prophetic dreams,
which they, led on by Joseph's sympathy,
tell him (v. 7); o kind heart is in his
questiop. He knew how to feel for the

sorrowful.

(8) God gives him the interprefation of
onward.)) Soit

their dreams (v. 12 and
cameo to pass (v. 21, 22).

(4) Two years n,_fter God sends dreams to
Pharaoh (ch. xli. 1}, and puisinto the
er what, in his pros-
perily, he had forgoiten. He, not from
gratitude to Joseph, but to oblige Pharaoh,

mind of his cbief but

commends him as an interpreter (v. 9j.
(3} He puts the interpretation into Jo-

seph’s lips. and secures Pharaol's beliof of

it. The king wisely coneludes that he who
so well knows God’s will is the best officor
for the coming crisis. So our lesson be-
ins. Two things have to bo remombered
hore &

(1) That Egyptian kings pleased them.
selves in governing. There was no length-
ened process of canvassing and getting
votes in o~der to power. Despotic princes
choose their ministers as they will.

@} Eastern nations aitached great im.

ortance to dreams and to communications
rom the Gods. Wisdom was highly val
ued among the Egyptians. Many instan.

ces have occurred of slaves, in virtue of

superior attainments, rising to tho highest
place. But no brand of slavery was yet
affixed to tho Hebrews. So far they were
on equal terms with the Egyptians.

In the passage we now consider, without

trying to be over-exact, wo may find the
appointment; the inauguration; the na-

turalization of Joseph; with finally, his en-

trance on his duties,

(A.) HisaproiNTMENT.—V3,.89-41, “Over
his house;” “peoplo ;” next to Pharaoh;
over the land, The phrase “according to
thy word shall all my peoplo be ruled,”
has been rendered, “all my peoplo shall
kiss thy mouth,” inlove and roverenco
flike Ps. ii. 12; as in1 Sam.x1): but
apart from the language, it'is unlikely that
eastern subjects eame go near as to kiss the
The foot, garment,

mouth of their rulors.
or hand was kissed.

{B.) His mvavaunatioN.—Ho is invested
with tho symbols of authority. The signet
ring, then and now tho sign of nuthority
(like the “great seal” of England) is given
tolum. (So o confidential person 1n busi-

ness gets power to sign for the firm.,)

The robe of fine linon which the priests
Robes of office, an-
This fino cloth of
Egypt well known, one of the Egyptian

wore is put on him,
cient and general.

oxports. Ezek. xxvii 7.

Geld chain of offico still common.
Mayors of ancient cities wear it.
chain traceable in.ancient Egyptian mon-
uments.

. To make all this public there is a proces:
sion, v. 48. Joseph rides inthe second
chariot ; heralds call out, “Bow tho knee,”
in token of his high place and’ suthority.
Pharaoh, probably in publie, renews his
commission, v. 44.

(C.) His vaTuRALIZATION.—A 21010 name,

(asin the case of Daniel, sce Mordeenis

caso) meaning “preserver of the age,” ron-
dered in the Latin Bible “Saviour of the
world,” after the high-sounding style of the
Lagt, A new relation—married to :the
daughter of the priest {or prince) of On.

His" name seems 1o denote his being a
priest of the sun ; lers, as some think, that
sho was devoted to Neith, or the Minerva
of Eaypt. On his side, his marringe was
less strange than it would have been at:icilx'-

he

wards, Haaar was an Egyptian.
Tines between ths races not yot drawn. On
hor sido thore was nothmg strange.

ive appearanco.

iD.) His ENTRANCE ON HIS DUTIES.~—V,
46. The land surveyed, traversed, he saw
to the work of gathermg corn Ininself, tho
Places for storage, their security, and so
Ho dQidot

provided agamst the famine,
trust to deputies—an oxanplo of fidelity.

Nowlet usseo the foreshadowing of “one

greater,”

Josepl came from the prison, xli: 14.
Jesus from the grave, Aets xiii. 29, 80, Jo-
seph recoived unlimited powor, xli. 40. Je-
tus “all power,” Matt. xxviii. 18, Joseph
obtmned the highest oxaltation, v. 44.
Jesus oxnlted, Acts ii. 83. Joseph recoived
esus’ liead
“many crowns,” Rev. xix. 12; “every knée
shall botr,” Phil. if. 105 after being, like

fymbols of office, v.42. ‘On

Joseph, d. servairdt, v. 7.

Josoph-had s-new namo given, v. 45, To-
st 18 .given his .church,. “tho spouse™ |
“the bride .of* tho Liamb's

o( Song, v. 1¢
wife}” of Rat, ki
heathen state,

thatrie God:

And
ali

Such a

He
was {oo lngh m rapk and with too good
Prospects to bo vefused, oven if sho had a
(fhonce. Hoe was marcover of wmost attract-

25,0, xaveu-iiher (godluss
out as.we.may well believe
Asouonth did, coming to thé worship of

Joseph fed:the people, kept themy
176, and jn saying them brought them sll

So ho “briogs™ vs to the Lord, 1 Peter, 1.
18,10, Ho must have a woniderful po“;er
of belioying who thinks that all this is aa-
cidental, or the ingenious work of ths au-
thors of the 01d Tostament and the Now.

Lot nasee also @ lesson for our life.
“How to gobon," iatho groat problom.
Boys m‘u‘l girls ask it. How did Joseph
“get on?"' At the age of thivty he was in
an assured position,

Not by taot, talout, friends (cortainly not
, | friends), intorest, cunning, or time-serving,

No harm in many of theso things ; some of
tliem blessings. "But tho scoret of his sue-
coss in v, 83, “God.” God was with thom.
He fenmd God, hated evil, God took care
of him ; and he who resisted tomptation to
great sin is the happy husband of an honor-
able wifo, and a glad father, he who was a
glave is prime mimster; and he whom his
brethren sold becomes their best friend and
, | preserver. Boys! consider; this is the
way to get on. Foar God; resist the
dovil ; love God ; hato evil. Pa, xevii. 10.

ILLUSTRATION,

In Egypt, “the priests and military mon
held the highest position in the country
aftor the family of the king, and from them
were chosen his punisters and confidential
advisers, 'the wise counsellors of Pharaol'
(Isa. xix; 11y, and a.! the prncipsl officers
of state. (Wiikinson Val. 1. p. 818.) *“The
priests enjoyed great primleges, they were
exempt from taxes ; they consumed no part
of their own income in any of their necos-
sary expenses; and they had one of the
three portions mto which 1 o land of Egypt
was divided, freo of all dutiss.” (Id., 819.)
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WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE ?

Not long after I became a Chustian, a
friond, who was not far from the lkngdom
of God, said tome, * What inakes you tatk
so much about rehgion Jately ? Whatis the
differenco:between you and mo? What lias
waked you up so much? What makes you
any bettor than L am ? I am s moral man.
I po to church regularly,and never make fun
of religion, Why am i not as good a Chris-
tan ng you are ?

I tried to tell lum of the new. hope of
poaco and pardon that had dawned m my
soul, and why I loved to talk about the dear
Jesus who had done so much forme. But
I could not make hum uaderstand it.

Then I asked hun & fow plam questions:
“ Do you pray to God overy day ?”

# No.”

¢ Well, I do: that is one point of ‘diffor-
ence. Do you love to pray ?”

¢ No."”

¢« That 15 another thing m wineh we are
different, Now, John, be surs, Just as soon
as you really and earnestly ask Jesusto
help you in prayer to Him, Ho.will.”

1t was not many days before he did eall
upon the Saviourin earnest, wrestling prayer
and tho aunswer came. Christ spoke peaco
to his soul as He had to mine.—American
Messenger.

TRUE CHRISTIANITY.

Remember that Chinistianity is not a uew
system of theologienl 1easonmg, nor 2 tew
assortment of phraseology, noi a new cirele
of acqiaintance, nor even anewline of med-
itation—but a now life. Its very being and
essenco 1s nward and practical; 1t 15 not
the hkoness or history of a hiving thing, it1s
itsolf alive!  Aud therefors, to eyimme its
evidenee 18 not to try Chustianity ; to com-
pare and eshmatoe its teachors 1s not to try
Christinute * to attend to rites and services
with moxe than Mohametan punctuality 18
not to try or kuow Chistiamty. But for one
week, for one day, to Iate hived 1 the vure
atmosphore of faith and lové to God, of ten-
dexness to wan; to rejuce in the folt nud
reahized presence of Eim who 15 deseribed
ag * coming up from tho wilderness, suF—

ortmg His boloved; and to have beheld
earth annilulated and heaven open to pro-
phetic gaze of hupe ; and to have seen ever-
more revealed {mluml the com{ﬂxcnted
troubles of tlns.strange, mysterious fe, the
unchanged suule of an eternal Friend, and
evorything that s Aifflenlt to reason solved
by that reposing trust which is higher and
-bettor-than reason ; to-have kiown mu} folt
_this, I will not-say for & lifey but fora single
‘blessed hour, thet, mdeed, 18 to have madeo
experiuént of Chinstiamty.—drcher But-
ler.

If tribulation takes all :
.gull leaves. God ; for it éan-nover take God
Luther.

| tle attontion ta the liviug, but bedizens the
dend, faknishes out their -funerals, and fol-

lows them to tho grave.—Golioni.

all awayfrom us it]

-awny. Nay, mdoeed, it-brings God to.us.— |-

TFame is an undertaker that pays-butlit- .

3 it e M < % A £ A— oy« o — ot eV o

Oy Floung Jolks,
SPRING FLOWERS.

Swost Ap il comes with esylT flowers,
And buds of tonder freon,

Aud thovgh ahio be.oge us frequont ekowore
The sunsk-no smiles Leiwoon.

Tho birds rro singie g os thev bunild
Tao budding bough1 amaong ;

And eveory hitug wich oy fs illed
Of beauty, acont, or song.

And children, tirod of winter kours,
Arvo gled once mors to rovo,

Aud i} tae r eprons wiih the flowers
Of waysule, bank, ox grove,

As happy ag tho soaring lark
They carol to tho sun,

And wita tho tendor playfat larubs
Amorg the daisfosimn.

Aud should not childron thank.al be
To greet tho fiowors aga n,

And shout and sing enco more to gco
Tho sunshine altor rain.

8iaco God who sonds dark wintry days,
Bouida atlLo gpring-time joy,

Andjoves ta hear tho hoartfelt prajse
0Of thexukiul girvl or hoy.

His haar_ bes mado each flowor that springs,
Each leaf uren tho tres,

Ho guldes the i 98 on gladsomo wings,
And 't ttle busy beo.

Ho clothes too 10 wbs 80 soft aud whi.o,
Hitea siher hiclplessory:

Andnotat . .ow drons its flight
Un=o’iced by His eyo.

Much mo o Hislovo ard care provido
For us who think and speak;

For whom e blessod Saviour died,
So geatle and so‘mook.

And thoss who in 1'f0's early spring
Taei: he rts to Jesus give

Ebail find it is a joylul thing
Bononth His swilo to Hve.

Josus will guido them with his love
Tarough all teo™r dsys belov,

Then %ako them to tho landabove
\Yhera fadelocs Llossoins grow.

OLD GROWLER. _

—

01d Growler wasn't always the dog that
you seo him here ; changed circumstances
had, I'nd sorry to say, changed bis nature-—
had turned a fun-loving, happy, {visky dis-
position into n sour and surly one. He
would show his teeth, and s..ap aud snarl

.ot tho shghtest provoeation, till ho became

as well known for surliness and black looks
as ho was formerly for p-auks and good
temper. In faet, you would not take Inm
for the snme dog at all, and his name chang-
ed, too, with his characler ; he couldn’t get
rid of one without saying good-bye o the
other, which he never did; for he grew in
his bad habits as hie grew in years.

ot home in Ins ?ocl:of, a httlo pu, Py s ho
‘looked like a little round, silky bali whon

out, lazily opened his suft, languid eyes,
ghook out s silky ears, and looked about
hun as much as to say, *Well, where am
12" Then he trotted backwards and for-
wards, and gave such short, funny httle
barks that the clularen scampered and
frolicked about him for joy, and‘thought he
was tho cunmngest hittle playfellow in .he
world. And he was cunmng, and he grew
Inrger overy day on new mulk-and 'grbw
fuller of ail sorts of musciuef, and as he al-
ways seomed to be the wimuerin theso
plays and frolics, he was dubbed Trump. I
think he was seldom winpped when found
m rmschiet, he had such & bold way of de-
fendimg hunself ; 1wstead of .dropping s
tail and walking oft in a sheepish way, or
looking up at you n & shame-faced ering-
ing manner, there would be a wicked twin-
Xle 1n his eye, and he would say, as near as
dog could say, “Have had splendid fun.

mnschief 151 me, and I'm gotting ndof 1t.”
Whenever we told the story of hus musclirev-
ous tricks 1t was alwnys auswered, ‘1t 18 a
sure pronuse of & good dog.” So wel igh-
ed over lus capers, and Im not quute sure
but our respeet for kim inereased on azcount
of them.

But Trump liad vno coeny iu the liouse:
hold. Jane, the help, perhaps from suffer-
ing tho.most from lus pranks, had little pa-
tience with hum, and declared thatif he
was a good dog o lundred yenrs it couldu’t
make amends for all the dawnage ho liad
dohe. Stuckings wonld be missiug aud f-
torwards found i the yard, in a condition
past Jane's darning; towels be brought in
torn in shreds ; apr ms found  with strings
no} only to the top, but all the way down;
straw hats transfurmed into the raw mater-
ial. Trump's depredations had & good ef-
fect m.one way . the owners of gannents
learned to hang then up abovs lus reacly;
but v.ids were often ma le v Len and whew
least oipeeted.  There was one article of
Jane's wardrobe in wlieh she took special
pride; her bonnet was her chief uelight,
and at tlus time bonnets meant rather
more than they do at present, as all evenls
this one wns o guod deal to Jane, It was of
ey straw, trunmed-with wide puirple ril-

“bon, and I think, from the big bows and

long streamers, there must have bten seve-
ral yards of it; there were flowers of the
snme color, though I couldn’t vouch for.the
shado; o doublo lace border encireled the
face, and narrow tie-strngs saved the wide
ones from getting crumpled.  Jane always
kopt it, when not m wear, which was pot
vory often, cavefillly wrapped in wiite pa-
bor in & lurge bandbox, perliaps not too
}m'go for. the bonnet, but-it would have hold
a ‘half-dozon of Madammoe Benoit's of tho

.prosent day. It was safo enouzhi-from rats

attd mico and dogs, une would suppose, Lut
Trump-sotnchow seemed-to understand ‘the
prico set upon this chef wnrre of femin-
ine athwo, and his. noge.itehed accordirig to
its value. Haw ho smelled it out wo naver
kiew, but one day whon Jand went iito

‘her room sheé found sexothing lying on the
‘floor aboutias'laige-as r danmbnball, with,

shreds- bf Jead andd bits.of flowers.dnd rib:

1. yemember when brother Ned brouglit

‘ho toolk him out, and he stretched himself

What else can you oxpect of a.puppy ? The

Jons acattored: aboitt, and wondered wliat’
it could all mean ; not éould shie heliove

by e - [

that it was all that was loft of the pride of
hier head till she found the empty bandbox.
Trump had evidently had & splandid timo
all his own way. Porhaps, if ho had beon
eaught nt it, he might not have geown much
largor, bul bo was not eson untll after the
san had gono down and Jane's wrath had
cooled. 1 think she never onfiroly forgave
Jum for tho deod, for no new bonnet could
evor quito take tho place of tho purple-gray
ono.

Now comes the ohange in Trump’s life
which proved too mueh for him. o made
a mistiko at the beginning; ho looked upon
work as a curse instead of a biossing, and
wo pity man or dog who takes that view of
‘tho caso. Ho actuslly thought lifo was
made for play, but his master had raised
him for a chhurn-dog, and when the tune
came for him to be put to it ho sulked, and
grumbled, and growled, and snapped ab
overy one who came near him to give him
a word of encouragement or advice, When
fastened on the round wheel by the ring at-
tached to the strap avound his neck he
would stop and hang back until hie was al-
most choked, rathor than trot on briskly.
The work could have been dono in thirty
minutes, which lasted twico that time, if ho
had only gone at it witha wall, and then he
could have enjoyed his dinner and play all
the more, but he was stubborn and unyield-
ing ; so the promising Trump was only de
veloping into a cross, lazy Growler. Ifho
Lad only held fast Ins good nature and ac-
copted tho conditions seusibly, if he had
only suited himself to ciroamstances, then,
indeed, he would have been a winnor all
his lifo ; but here is where he failed—here
is where overy man, boy or dog always
will fail who thinks life is mado for all play
and no work. Suppose it did seem like up-
hill business to trot in one upot all the time
and only have the wheel turn and not get
ahead himself even a foot, nud suppose he
wasn't hired by the day liko the man who
tonded the cows, or by the week like Jane
who skimmed the milk, for these thoughts
ran through Growler's head while he mop-
ed nnd grew sullen. But ihis was a dark,
sullen, one-sided viow of the ease, for tho
trotting turned the wheel, and the wheel
raisod the dasher, and the dasher brought
up the butter, and the commgy of the butrer
released Growler; and then a good dog is
supposed to have more than o hired inter-
est in his master's business. But he
wouldn't look at it in a fair light, growlers
never do,nnd he got so crnss that the child-
ren were afraid of him and kept their dis-
tance, and his master became discouraged.
and lost faith in him.  Growler thought
himself abused, and sail.everybody wished
him ill and was anenemy to him, when tho
truth was he was his owt worst enomy. So
with all the promises in puppyhood of mak-
ing a gond dog he failed from one eauss, he
refused to accopt life as it in and make the
best of it, o mistake some of the “highor or-
dor” have made, and, liko Growler, have
becomo miserable failures, and it is a-sad
thing when man or dog fail in character.

Now when the fawmily grew tired of
Growler’s ill-tempor and crabbodness there
camme another dog to take his place in
the eorner.  Ilo was o small, good-temper-
ed, eurly-haired little fellow, not so dmart’]
as Trump, all agread, but they hopéd bettor
things for him,

Ono day, afier Growler had been unusu-
ally stubborn and laggard and.defant, so
that Jane was obliged to finiski the churn
Yersolf, Curly, who hadbeen an eye-witness
of the proceodings sind thoughi he undor-
stuod tho case, vontured to offer a little ad
vice to his big friend, who, the small dog:
considered, stood in his own light. “If I
were you, Growler, I would trol away on
-that machine till the job was dono, I don't
‘belisve it would be half so hard work as to
dilly-dally a half-day and then not finish
thetask so as to get any credit fou it.” Now,
Growler was 1n o mood to take advico from
anybody, much less frum a small dog who
had taken his old place in the houschold, so
he snapped and snarled so fiercely that it
frightened Curly quito out of his dog-wits,
and strangely enough he ran under Grow-
ler's body to keep out of his reach, and
croucling thero trembled likean aspen loaf.
The mastor coming in and hearmg Jane's
story of the day's doings declared the world
"not large enough tor man or dog who ro
fused to work, so ho took down his gunand
that was tho end of Growler. Jauo is still
of tho opinion that mischievous puppies do
not always make good dogs, unless thoy
liko work as well ns play.

TEACHING BIRDS TO SING TUNES.

This is donw in the town of Fulda, Gor-
many, where they keep rogular educational
institutions for bulfinckos. They plado the
young birds mto classes of six to ton each,
and keep them n the dark, turrmmg o httle
hand-organ for them when they are fed.
Funally the birds commence to associate the
musie with the feeding, and when hongry
commence to sig o fewr notes of the tunes
they hear daily. Those who do tlus are ¢
once placedn a more cheerful room, where
some lyht 1s admitte1  This encourages
[ themand makes tLem moare lively ; then
they Iike t  sing, and aro soon taught more.
The mast difficuit part is thefirst starting of
the birds, some of which have to bo kopt a
long winle in the davk, and on starvation
‘rations, befare thewr obstinaey 18 overcome,
In order to teneh them several tunes, thoy ro-
cove fafter bomg thus first taught i clagses)
private instruction from the little boys of
Falda. each of whom hag a few private pupils
of tilus sort. Thewr edneation lasts nina
mouths, when 1t 13 completed, and the birds
sont 1nto tho world as aceomphshed perfor-
waers. The prmmpal mnrkets are Loundon,
Uansg, ard New York  They are valued m
Europe ut twonty dollara for every tume
they can swg, so that one whicli can simog
three tunes costs sixty dollars.

~ How hard 1t 1s.to feel that the power of
life 13 to be jound mside, not outsides 1 the
heart and thoughts, -not 1 the visiblo-ac-
trons and-shiow ; wncthe living seed, notan,
‘tho plant.winch has noxo itd

Dr. Martun Luther  onze blessed qnomo‘f'
hig littlo childten in its aunt's nrms,end:

"the hand of God which drewv you l)xx‘¢|
Look back upon’ youysélf:

-recogunize tho voice of the Spirit of G
.which drove you forth-from ruin.: “Lodk

-exéifement or to Lardeh youy Teart 1o

‘¥0ill, “Gorthy way, and'be good. Monby

Trehall atot.botjuénth thee, tut I shall leave
g;g"u_s M oxich ‘Godi Ho will not forsake
106,

piigipemppat iy

gmxﬁm z}maim}s

WAKING,

T have done, ey longth, with dr-aming?
Hencoforth, O thou sonlof mine,
Thou must take upsword and gauntiat,
Waglng warfare moa$ divines
1ito is strugple, combat, victory--
Wharefore have Islumbered on
With my forces all uumarshallad,
With my wsapons all undrawn?
O, hoto many a glortous vecord
Had the angels of me kopt,
Had I done instead cf doudted,
Had I warred instead of wapi!

I have wakened to my daty,
To a purpose strong and deop,
That I dreame ¥ ~~+ of. gtoratimo,
In my long inglorfous steop.
Oh, ¥hoso olden days of dallfance,
When I wantoned withmy fate,
When I trifled with a knowledge
That well-nigh had como teo lata }

0, how many a glorious record
Had the angals of me kept,

Had I done instead of doubled,
Had Iwarred tnstead of wept!

Yot, ty soul,look not bohind thee,
Thou hast work to do at last;

Lot the brave toil of the Present
Ovararch {kte crumbling Paast,

Build thy great acts high and higher,
Build them on tho conquered sod

Where thy weakness fixst fcll bleeding,
And thy first prayer rose to God!

Oh, how many a glorious vecord
Harl the angels of me kept,

Had I dens instead of doubled,
Had I warred insteud of wept !

Justico is fruth in action.—~Joubert,
All great mon nre insomo dogres in-

spired.~~Cicero.

Whither guour ideas? They go into
the memory of God.—Joubert.

There is no odor so bad as that which

arises from gooduess tainted.—Thorcatt.

The 1nfinite and Eternal ave words with.

out meamng till grief interprets thom.—H,

W. Beecher.

Tho wenlth of a soul is measured by how

much it can tell ; its poverty by how little.
—A lgsr;

A large part of modern religion consists

in over-estimating the Apostles and. under-
estimating our neighbord.—IFretleric R.
Marvin.

You aro sincere and conscientious in your

respective views, do mot, therofore, be.
tyranical to insist and urge them

ast all
ationce, and reopen the topic for bicker-

ing without cessation or frnit.—C. A. Bar-
tol.

A colebrated man, living in his age, is

never the ruler of an epoch—he is but its
inearnation; and he almost invariably
falls if he desiro to substitute his own will
for that of others, or to turn the course of

popular 1deas to his owaprofit.—d4. Brierre
De Boismont.

He who teaches men the principles and
precepts of sinritunl wisdom before their
minds are called off from foreigh objects,

and turned inward upon themselves, might

as well write lus anstructions as the sybil

wrote her propliecies, on the loose leaves of

trees, and commit them to tho morcy of
the mconstant winds.—Lewghiton.,

People talk about specinl providences. I

believe in the providencds, but not in the

sPecmhty. I do not bolieve that God lets
the thread of my affairs go for:six days,and
uu the.seventh evening takes it up forn mo-
ment. The so-called special providences
are no exception to the rule—they aro com-
mon to all men at all moments, = But it ic
a fact that God's care is more in somo in-
stances of it than in others, to the dim aud
athier bowildered vision of humanity, Ups
on such mstances men seizo them and call
them providences. It is well that thiey can;
but it would be gloriously better -if they
could beiieve that the whole matter is one
grand providence.—George MacDonald.

As nothing is more natural than fox
avery ons to desiro to be happy, it is-hot
to be wondered at that the wisest men in
all ages have spent so much timo to dis-
cover what happmessis, and wherein it
chicfly consiste. Ancminent writer, named
Varro, reckons up no less than two hun-
dred and eighty-eight differenit opinions on
tlus subject; and another, called Tiuciun,
after having given us a long catalogue of
the notions of several philcsephors, en-
deavers to show the absurdity of all of
theim, without establislung anything of his
own.—-—B‘zngcll.

RerrosprcTive Farrn.—When the gloom
around our faith ie deep and incomprehen-
sible, then-it is wiso sometimes {o look back;
not to add to our darkness by deep regrot
for vanished joy, bit {o see wi.at God has
dovo for us. Wo cannot understand any
portion of our life when we are involved in
it. We see it too closely and too pasionate~
ly. Much, as long as we are here, wao shyll
never comprohend, but some things we mgy.
Look back on yoursell many years ggo,
hovering on the brink of some terrible tompe
tation, and you will-ses now in somo -slight
oceurrence which scaresly struck you. thon,
rom
the precipice
when you were enslaved Ly somd diiilty
passion, or losing your truo.life:infaghidn
or in gain, and now, m soine dun..impulse,
which eame you know not how, you ‘vgﬂ‘{
0

back upon yowrself whei your griéf whs

doep and your tral too lgjttp;jvj‘p,y«yg\n"!_xégrv

and youi weie tempted to drown mmp_m;ynii

rack
that vou might feel no tnbdd, and ya! “}i'l
naw see how some freslidieyest o sifhe
friend, or some ncw Kyuyiby Yochugiled
you to lide il made your heait l»ggg with,
added tesidorness. wﬁsaﬁlmﬁ;\xf~4‘c‘§1‘ﬂmt
these weva the messenyorstlai ¢ veiawigih-
ful Oud, nud faith ipGed iddheitlvey
preszat will be born afveslt from thekioiv-

ledgn of ilis presense With-=ott it past exe
lﬂpnnr:nce.wS!o_pfordtzl. Drdokey .



