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TUE MINISTER'S DINNER PARITY;
OR,~ TuEF MINISTERIS WIFE.

The 11ev.. W - was an oficiating
clergymnan, Nvho had chargoelo a littie hlock ilu
the State of 1-cîîsîs le was possessei
of an excellent teînqer, generous feelings, and
a weIl cultivateLt imd : but ho ivas eccentric,
even Io oddity. Ho wvas a powerful speaker,
and hil ministration was blessed to tho con-
version of maniy souls. At the agoe of thirty-
four he becamne convinced iliat it waii "cfot
gond for man Io bce alone ;" and for the purpose
of bettering his condition, lie ruade proposais
to Mary B& , a beautiful, liglit hearted girl
of seventeen, daughiter of one of the wealthiest
parishoners, and who imagined that to, refuse
the hand of the mintster would be a sin border-
ing hard apon the unpardonable. In due time
the marriage was consumamated, the brde
snug portion p aid, and the happy husband, as
husbands in t heir first love are apt to do, gyaye
Up to the humor of lis wife, and accompartied
lier to several festive parties given by his;
wealthy neighbors, in honor of lis marriage.

One evening towarcls spring, tire happy
couple were sitting togethei in their coruforta-
ble parlor, the reverend gentleman deeply
buried in the study of the venerable Bede, and
his wvife cqually intent upon a plate of fashions,
when she sudderily looked up with an expres-
sionof hope and fear, and thus addressecî lier
cornpanion :

"lMy dear liusband, 1 have one requesî to
make."1

"Well, Mary, anythin<r consistent."
"You do not imagine tîmat 1 would make an

inconsistent request, surely VI
"19No, not a request that you -%vould consider

inconsistent. But corne, wvlat 18 it ?"
CiWhy, my dlear," 'and hier voice trembled a

littie, ci ve have been to several parties among
the neighboring gentry tWis winter, and now
think, 1o maintain our position in society, -%ve
should give a partyalso !"

The ininister looked blank.
ccWhat sort of a party, Mary V" lie at lengili

said.
"lWhy,"ý shc replied, "4such a party as wve

have attended. We maust have an elegant
dinner and dancing after it."1

"cDaitein- in a rninister's bouse?"I exolairu-
ed Mr. W., In surprise.

"cWhy, yes, certainly,"1 replied bis wvife,
coaxingiy. "lYou will not dance, the party
,vill be mine; and thon wve have been to simi-
lar parties ail witr1

"lTrue, trc, lie muttered with a perplexed
air, and sat silent for some time. At lenigth
hie said; 4eYes, Mary, you may mnake a party,
give a dinner, and, if the guests desire it, you
may dance."

ilThank you love, tliank you,"- cried lis de-
iighted wvife, throwing lier arme around lis
neck, and imprintig a kies upon his dheek,

"iBut 1 have gorne stipulation to niake abenr
it1 tcaidl Mr. W - - 0( 1 must select and
invite tire guests, and you must allow rue tn
place sortie of my favorite dishes on the table

"4As you please, loe, ehe atif;%Yredl de-
lightcdly, Il but when shail il be VI

"Next Wedneftday, if you please."1
'But our furniture and windoiw draperieb aro

very ol(l-fa.;-hioned. It is now lime w'e lîad
new."5

"41 should hardly think it necessary to rettur-
nisli our rooms, Mary. Ail Our furniture ks
excellent of its kind."1

"But our smooth carpets, wvhite drapez roc,
and cane chaire, have sucli a cold look. Do
consent t0 have the rooms newly fitted ; we
move theise to the unfinislied chmes1

"eAnd of wyhat use %viJ1 thoy be in those
room s wh idh we neyer occupy ? Besides, iti
now nearly springe anid Io lit up for winter
sieemrs s;uperfluous.ý'

"6 Well, I would not cac1 sire persisted,
"wero il not tha apeoplo would cal 1 us pars imo-

nious and ungenteel? 1
,Oh, if~ that. is ai," lie said gaily, 1 will

promise to, spend one thousand doll1ars on tIre
evening of the party, not in furnituro, howvever,
but in a manner far more gratilying to, our-
guests, and honorable to ourselves, and which
shiaîl exonerate us from all imputation of parei -
mony ; and you rnay expend iii drees, eatables,
ani desert, just what suru you please, anI do
not forgot the wies1

Aird 80 the colloquy ended. TI'le minister
resumed his studies, and Iris wife gave lier
niind to, the consideration of the drese -wliiell
wvould lie tlie most beceming, and the viande
that wvere the most expensive. T he next day
sIre wvent busy about lier prepaînations, %vonder-
ing ail the lime liow hier liusband would ex-
pend the thousand dollars; but as she lad
learned of the eccentricity of Iris character, se
doubted not that hoe meant to give an agreeable
surprise.

At length tIre momentous day arrived. The
arrangements were ail completed, and Mrs. W.
retired to performr the ail-important business of
arraying lier person lu fine attire. She linger-
ed long at tlie toilet, relying on the fashionable
unpunctuality of fashionable people
and at lengtli, when everything was com-
plete, she lefI tlie room, arrayed Xhke
judith of old, oioriously, t0 allure thie eyes of
ail wvlo slild'looc upon lier, and full of sweet
emiles and graces, notwithstanding the uncom-
fortable pinching of lier sboos and corsets.
Her husband met her ia the hall.

"lWell, my dear, our guests have aIl ar-
rived,"1 lie saici and oponed the door of the
receiving room. 'Vonderful! wonderlul ! 'what
an aéseembly ! There wero congregated the
maimed and the blindý, tle palsied and the
extrenre aged. A grou of cldren from tlie
alrnsliouse were a o tere, some witli their
moutlis wide open, others with boîli bands
thrust into their lair, whule alliera peeped out


