Y8pirit of Promise,” commentators say,
: B'h"‘iiim, that is the Jewish idiomatic way
"X Wying « promised spirit” The eriti-
o s accurate, but the fact is overlooked
~ % if there were not some significanee, or
Phasis in that Hebrew idiom rather than
i, Greck, there is no reason why the
'er should not be found in the text.—
h Paul aud his amanuensis were Greek
Olars,  Aud the Spirit who qualified
Tand John to write Greek very well,
d surely have taught them to write
ectly, as we say, if our idea of the cor-
Would convey His meaning as eorrect-
our minds,
‘O;rhe Holy Ghost is the promised Spirit.
lOo‘king over Old Testament seriptures,
d that the graeious promises of God
"eall a reforence to Christ. They all
m'f”o a suffering and yet triumphant
"IOUr. They all seek to turn the dis-
o mind from the contemplation of
: :"‘eut Wd from th p

sin, and ignorance, and wde, to “a
Stain opened for sin and for unclean-
" and to an era of holiness and peace
gj"‘dm&ss, such as the world had never
_ Christ has thereforesbeen called with
Priety, the Great Promise to the an-
elen“‘Clmrch, as He is indeed God's un-
ble gift to the Church of every age.
of éw"‘s necessary, previous to the advent
Beg briet, that, the person and work of the
- %mer ghould fill the whole foreground
w ¢ vision of grace and latter-day glory;
8
Tro

.wm‘ no disparagement to the Holy
R Tieceseary. even now ; for it is on the
"d of Christ's atonement that the
’ p]yir: :' Omes to sinners; and it is the .aI:~
rel%’ and fsecuring tv t}.lem of .Chrxsts

iy Hi:““d gifts that constitutes His W:Ork
#dwinistration of the gospel king-
But in the old economy, the Holy
W48 not overlooked. Even then He
the the Spirit of promise. Welearn from
Testament records the distinction

© Spirit in the unity of the Godhead,
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His personality, and His divinity, (at least
we ¢an’see that now, with the more exact
intimations of the New Testament be-
fore ws.) * We read of Him as exerting a
creative energy on matter,—as daily re-
plenishing the earth with lifsand beauty,—
#s garnishing the heavens, and as visitir
and actuating the moral world at pleasure,
and wielding potent and salutary influency
upon the spirits of men.” Recognizing -
these communications the Psalmist exclaims
“ Whither shall I go from thy Spirit, or
whither shall T flee from Thy presence —
If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there;
if I make my bed in hell, behold® Thou art
there, if I take the wings of the morning,
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea; even there shall Thy hand lead me,
and Thy right hand shall hold me.” With
this knowledge of the truth about the
Spirit, but in a state of almost despairing
terror, the Psalmist again utters the im-
passioned prayer: * Cast me not away from
thy presenee; and take not thy Holy Spirit
from me: restore unto me the joy of thy sal-
vation, and uphold me with thy fres
Spirit.” As we come downward in the
Listory of the Church, we find the stream
of prophecy deepening and widening, till
in Isaiah'’s day, the Messiah and ‘the Spirit
of the Lord upon Him, are spoken of in
equally explicit terme, Andthen we have
Ezekiels grand prediction, so fully describ-
ing the Worker and the work of regendrat-
ing grace, #I will sprinkle clean water
upon you, and ye shail be clean; from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols will
I cleanse you; a new heart also will I give
you, and a new spirit will I put within
you: and I will tuke away the stony heart
out of your flesh, and I will give you a
heart of flesh. 'And I will put my Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments
and dothem.” Liketo thatisthe prophecy
of Joel, quoted by Peter on the day’of
Pentecoat, and expressly said to have been
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