
THE PORTFOLIO.

floor and waiis; in it is a large Shanghi
jar of water and a small tin vessel, with
a handie, which is used to tlirow the water
over one; this seemis odd at first, but you
soon get used to, and prefer it. Nowv I
muist tell you hiow oûr first day is spent.
Rise about 5.30 a. m., ride or walk tili 8

a. n.> whnkbeoe ather hiot, 'and
on oui, retiin have Chanta Hazari; bathe
and dress for- breakfast, whichi is usually
taken about il a. in., and is ratier a stib-
stantiai meal; amuse ourselves as we like
tili 2 p. m., at which hour most of the
lr-ýdies retire for the afternoon, dressing
again about 4.30, for tennis or afternoon
drive, returning in time ta dress for din-
ner, which is usually about 8 ocloe;k,
after which one is obliged to retire to the
MOSQUITO housfe, to avoid being pestered
by this insects, wvhik.h are a perfect
plague in the Straits Settlements. After
a few days rest, I began ta feel curious
to sec some of my suirroundings, s0 we
drove to the giardens and thence to the
reservoir, being charmed wvith both
places. The roads about here are more,
than pretty. On our wvay home we cailed
at Sanglin barracks on Mrs. C-, who lias
ïa collection of the laveiiest ferns. Singa-
pore lias certainiy the needful atmosphiere,
for their growth; she showed us ten or
twelve différent sorts, more like young
trees than the poor littie plants we get cat
home. Next day we visited the library
and museum, in the latter there are sorne
very good curios, a large lyson stands
just insile the door, this wvas shot and
presented by a friend of ours; two hours
slip by vcry quickly in this building.
The gaieties, in the shape of* limheoni,
tennis and dinner parties soon began, s0
you see social duties take up a good deal
of tiîne; our Xmas. festivities beginning,
by a bail at the barracks, given by Col-
onel G. and Officers of S58th Regiment.
The rooms ý,çere ail beautifuiliy decorated
with llags, rifles, spears, etc., and briglit-
encd by the gay uuiiforms of the Officers.
If I have a love for any pl-ace in Singa-
pore, I thinkz it is the pa.wn shop, for here
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one can pick uip suchl ovely aid rnalay
silver curios, boxes, piilow.ends for next
ta nothing, and I'm afraid I rather hiaunt-
ed its locaiity, longing- foir the possession
of unliimited mneans. One evennig we
made uip a party to go to the Chinlese
the-1tre, but left it in icss thani haif an
houî', withi racking headaches and feeling
thoroughiy disgustedl with ouî'seivcs, for
thoughi the costumes are handsomne, the
play consists of tearing about the stage
and inaking, the most diabolical row, ac-
companied by the hiideouis orchestra, the
hall reeking wvith oplim whichi the
Chinese sm-oke dui'ing the play. The
redeeming feature, of the entertainment
wvas the "itumbling-" given for ouir special
benefit. We had seveî'al jolly pic-nics ta
différent parts of the Island as the Gov-
erinent launci ivas at our disposai.
The Bail given by the governor on the
Queen's Birthday is a very grand affair,
people caming from ail the neighboring
places ta, be pî'esent at it, 50 you can
realize that it is always a success, and a
pretty sight wîth ail the different Naval,
M)iiitary and Civil Ser'vice Unifoi-ms, and
the gucard of hionor lining the steps and
hall, and this seems ta be the time for
friends in different parts of the Straits
Settlements ta mecet. I must not foî'get
ta mnen tioned our visit to Johior; we stayed
withi the Sultan theî'c, lie is a. charming
man, speaks Englishi fluently, and is
neyer so happy as wvhen his Palace is full
of Europeon guests, 50 you can imagine
lie dii eaIl in his power' ta make us enjay
ourselves, and exacted a proamise before
w'e took aur departure, that aur visit
would be respeated at no veî'y distant
date. On ieaving hie presented each of
us withi a very handsome silk sarong, ta
take away withi us as a i'emembrance.
On î'eturning after tis pleasant trtp we
fouind a telegî'am awaiting my bî'other,
ordering him ta pî'oceed a«.s soon as possi-
ble ta Suingei Njaiy (a place in the inter-
ioîr af Malay Peninsular), ta take coin-
mand of the Liker For'ce there. This
news seemed ta please hiîn vastly, not 50
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