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A SIMPLE STAINING METHOD FOR THE
GONOCOCCUS

By J. G. FITZGERALD and E. Il. YOUNG, from tite Lftboratory
of the Toronto Asyluni.

P-reliiniary Note.-The- rchod here suggested lias
been found ver>' useful and because of its simplicit>' it
miust appeal to the bus>' practitioner, by whom so man>'
laborator>' procedures arc difficuit of performiance and
require tic expenditure of nlo inconsiderable amount of
time.

The gonococcus is stained by an>' aniline basic dye
and is decolorized b>' Gram's nietlîod. These facts are
taken advantagc of b>' the advocates of tic common
method of staining xvhere Bismarck brown is used to
differentiate the gonococcus.

Our nîethod is simp>' the application of Nissl's soapy
ruethylene blue solution withocut an>' counterstain. Thei
solution is made up as follows :

Methylene blue B. patent ................ 3.75
Venetian soap .........-.................. 1.75
*Distilled water........................ i 00

The smears, wvhichi slîould be niade on slides (and
care must be taken to have thcrn as thin as possible)
are fixed in the air and then stained (xithout heating)
for one minute -%vith Nissl's, xvashied, blotted and are
ready for exainination with the oil-immersion lens.

The objections to the method are that there is no
counterstain and other pyogenïè cocci ma>' be mnistakzen
for the gonococcus. \Vc feel that if the smears are thin
s0 that individual pus ceIls can be careful>' studied tlîis
objection xviii lose xveight. The other objection that an>'

* This stain may he obtained prepared according to the above
formula from Messrs. Chandler, Ingram &Blor the J. F. I-artz
Co., Limited, of Toronto.


