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MEDICAL SOCIETIES.

Tho formation of medical socicties 13 2 matter which should
receive tho attention of tho medical profession moro thav at
present. True, thero aro socioties in successful oporation in
somo parts of the country , but in the great majmity of places
thoro are no such organizations. In parts of tho country whore
they havo been ostablished, thoy have been found useful in pro-
moting harmony and good fechng among the various mombers
of tho profession. in dotermining the rules of ctiguette, in
regulating to a certain extent the tariff of charges, and 1 driving
frow the ranks men who are unworthy their calling.

It i3 an old motto, that « Union is strength,” and this is truo
in every sense of the term, as applied to tho medical profession.
No great reform can bo sccured oxcopt by united offort, and in
asking for any onactmonts for the benefit ~f the profession, or
demanding :ho redress of any grievance, tho voico of a society
—speaking unavimously for or against a measure, as the case
may be—will carry greater woight with it than that of private
individual membesz, no matter how influentiat they may be.

Thero are maoy gric "ances which could easily bo remedicd,
if the profession were only more united, and more active and
energotic in looking after their own interests A great many
complaints are made by individual members, from time to
time, in reference to the defective state of the laws regarding
tho giving of cvidenco in criminal cases; but from want of
united offort on tho part of the medical mon themsclves, nothing
is dono, nor is likely to be done.

Ono great objeet of medical societics is to promote harmony
and unavimity of scotiment among the professional brothren.
They can meot togethor at stated periods, and discuss matters
pertainiog to thew calling on common ground, and thoreby be-
como botter acquainted with each other, and be less likely to fall
into the crror—too often incurzed—that of treating evory pro-
fessional brother, with whom they are not or intimate terms,
as ancnemy. They alo tend to promote liberality and brotherly
fecling, to awaken a lively intorest n the general welfaro of
the profession, and affurd an oxcellent opportunivy for mutual
improvement, by tho reading of papers and tho discussion
of subjects of interest oceurring n practice.  Difficult and




