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MEDICAL SOCIETIES.

Tho formation or medical societies is a matter wvhich soiuld
receive the attention of the medical profession moro thai at
present. Troc, there are societics in successful oporation in

soino parts of the country , but in the great mapiity of places
thoro are no such organizations. In parts of the country whorn
they have been establishied, they have been found useful in pro-
mooting harmony and good feeing among the various mombers
of the profession . in determining the rides of etiquette, in
regulating to a certai extent the tariff of charges, and iu driving
fromo the raoks men who are uînworthy thoir calling.

It is an old motto, that " Union is strengti," and this is truc
in every sense of the tern, as applied to the medicat profession.
No great reform can bu secured except by united offert, and in
asking for any enactments for thc benefit -f the profession, or
demanding ho redress of anuy grievance, tho voice of a society
-speakiug ununimously for or againîs.t a ieasure, as ic case
may be-will carry greater weighit with it than that of privato
individual meinbes, no matter how influential they may be.

There are many grie -ances which could easily be renmedied,
if the profession were only more united, and more active and
energetic in looling after their own initerests A great many
complaints are made by individuîal members, from time to
time, in reference to the defective suate of the laws regarding
the giving of uvidence in criminal cases; but froim want of
united effort on the part of the medical mcn tiiemselves, nothing
is done, nor is likecly to be done.

Ono great object of medical societies s to promote harmony
nnd unanimity of sentiment among the professioinal brethren.
They car. menet together at sta peried., and discuss matters
pertainîing te their caltîng on common ground, and thereby be-
comoe betteracquamuted with each other, and be lees likely to f:lo
into the error-too often iieur ed--that of treating every pro-
fessio brother, with whoim they are net on intimate term,
as an eieiy. They ateo tend te promîote liberalit and brotherly
fecling, to awalken a hvely interest im the general welfare of
the profession, ind affurd an excellent opportuni4y for muîitual
improveieit, by the reading of papers and the discussion
of subjects of inîterest occurring in practice. Diffieult snd


