
The Typhoid FIy

The prevalence of typhoid fever among Europeans in India
has been attrîbuted to, the ageney of flics, since, year by.year, out-
breaks oceur, wvhich are most difficuit, or impossible, to trace to a
water-borne cause, thie w'ater supply being, in many cases, above
suspicion.

During the Spanish-American war, investigation of the great
prevalence of typhoid fever among soldiers, camped in the South-
ern States, showved tliat abundant opportunities existed for the
conveyance of typhoid infection by flues, the insects visiting thue
latrines at one time and the inen 's tables at another. According
to this view, flics pieked up Eberth bacilli, which 1uad been dis-
charged into a latrine, and subsequently deposited them on food
eaten by the soldiers. There -%ould be a special danger of in-
fection, if any of these typhoid flics were to. drop into inilk,
wýhieh is an ideal culture fluid for the bacifli of Eberth. A few
germs, washied fromi the body of one fly, may develop into mnil-
lions withîn a fcew Ixours, and the person wvho drinks such milk
wvi1l receive a large dose of typhioid bacilli, w'ichl in-ay later cause
serious sickncss.

A brook, a river or a lake, receiving diseharges fromn house
sewers, furnishes typhoid germs, and flics in millions settle on the
refuse that wvashes along the water's edge. Afterwards, these
saine flics enter neighboring houses, and wipe their feet on the
food whiclh the inhabitants of these bouses cat, or on the faces -of
sleeping children. Thus, flics, -whichi are carriers of typhoid
lever, bring theïr cargo in contact -%vitli humian beings. As a
general proposition, it may be held, that typhoid fever cannot be
got, unless the gernis of thiat diwease are swallowed, and one does
not swvallowv the geris, unless they 'are deposited on the food


