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OPERATIVE RHINOLOGY: ITS FEGULATIVE
PSUiTCIPLES.*

lv -1. P>. 310RTON. 31.D.. .. C.P.< Edin.). lU.uur:r.T. -

When our President honored me by aski ng for a paper, I said
-to him that I thoughit very few of our. mem-bers would be
inierested in the special lnes fron whieh I could take my
subjects. I X'ill endeavor, however, to interest the general
practitioner as well as the specialist for a short tine.

I have ehosen this subject for discussion to-night, first, because
within the last twenty years this former insignificant sprig of
the operative tree bas becoine a flourishing branch: second,
because mnauy general practitioners have entered this field of
work, and are fairly proficient in it; tihird, because of tie very
interesting papers lately read on posi-operative treatment oef
the nasal mucous menbrane ; fourth, and chiefly, because tiere
are sone who maintain that operative rhinology lias run riot,
and ti;at the majority of the numerous operations now per-
formaed on the nose by ieans of the saw, and especially by tie
cautery, are not only unnecessary but harnful.

C. Too nany operations are done in tie nose." Th is is a
Comimon expression among the laity and also in the profession.
It is said we have no stanlard, and that we operate indiscrinin-
ately and unserupulously. We are told that very serious
results often follow our operative work. To a conscientious
rhinologist tiese are very danaging aspersions, aud I will
endeavor to meet them fairly and honestly, tiy to f :d out what
tri. ' they possess, show that we have a standard and make
clear what iat standard is.

'Read before thte wcntworth 3Medical Societr, April, 1901.


