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ABouT five years ago I formed the opinion that for the treatment
of goitre we had at our disposal an agent which, properly and
rationally employed by competent operators. should prove safer, more
efficacious and acceptable than any other in a majority of the various
forms of this trouble. Electricity had been on trial with very varying
resuits. but it seerned to me that the discrepancies were attributable
to the apparatus eniployed or to the operator, and that we did not
fully appreciate its value.

The literature on the subject was conflicting, misleading and most
disappointing. Electricity was discredited, and other methods advo-
cated fraught with gravest menace to the patient's future heaith.
usefulness and happiness, in the event of recovery, from the immediate
results of the procedures, and recent literature shows little improvement.

Here, surely, was a promising field for research, and I determined
upon a careful investigation.


