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murmur, In eighteen there wasa murmur present at some
time during the course of the disease, which disappeared,
and the patients were discharged with clear heart sounds,
Pericarditis occurred. in 5.9 per cent.

In treating these cases the patients are put on'a milk
diet and kept-absolutely at rest in bed. Large quantities of
alkaline water are administered. They wearflannels and are
between blankets. Sodium salicylate in doses of 15 grains
is administered every two or four hours for one or two days,
or until the pain is relieved ; then oil of wintergreen in doses
of 15 drops four times a day is usually substituted. With
this the potassium salts are'given 1n doses sufficiently large
torender the urine alkaline. The joints are kept 1n cloth
saturated with lead and opium lotion, or the oil of winter-
green is applied. The latter has been found especially help-
ful. Fkixation of the jointis Irequently employed, Pain, one
of the most frequent complications, is relieved by one of the
coal-tar products or by morphune,

‘I'hree patients'died, a mortalily of 1.1 per cent. - All the
fatal cases had cardius .

PUERPERAL (NSANITY,
- By RoBERT Jonks, M. D., Lonp., M.R.C.P.

Resident Physician and Superintendent London County Asylum,u Claybury.

" This paper is based upon a personal experience of 259
ages of puerperal insanity, divided into 120 cases com-
mencing during the actual puerperal period, 83 during
lactation, and 56 during pregnancy. Insanity occurs once
in every 700 confinements. It is of a characteristic form
after confinement, amounting to an almostnosological en-
tity; but thisis not the case during pregnancy or durmg
lactation, there being no definite type of insanity occusTing
in connectlon with these two stages. The divisions are,
however, more convenient than typical. The following pro-
posxtxons may be advanced:—1. The insanity.of pregnancy
is more common in first confinements: among single women,
the disappointment, shame, and disgrace of 111e,g1t1n:1acs7
being -an important factor jn the mental breakdown. 2.
_During the pregnancy the mental condition iz meore
often acufe melancholia than acute mania, and suicidal
“symptoms, which cccur in 41 per . cent., have to be care-
fully guarded against.. 3. The 1nqamtv of pregnancy is



