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these ot sinilar acids are found in rotten wood, in through beds of ore of antimony, it is natural that it will
dissolve the substance without precipitating it."

chre, and in num.berless-putrefying vegetable produc.

tions, it is easy to account for the presence of oitànic In the first place, the statement of any-preparation

inatters in this water, without reference to such out of of antimony prepared artificially not being as éffica-
the way substances as resins and vegetable albumen.

Of the ten substances 'found, therefore, five may
fairly be presumed to exist only in Mr. De R.'s imagi-
nation.

At page 10, five lines from the botton, we read,
" The earth is filled with sulphur crystallized in fine
grains." I have some of the earth, wbilch, as night
naturally be supposed, exhibits nothing of the kind.
It con tains iron and sulphuric acid ; but of this more
on a future occasion.

At page 11, we have a very interesting statistical
account of the diseases prevalent at Brantford, and of

the cures effected by the water. This portion of the
pamphlet I will leave to the critical acumen of your
redical readers ; but I may remark tlat the cures are
not .to be ascribed to the presence of Mr. De R.'s
" antimoni ferrugino~us," but siiply to that of free
sulphurie acid, for. every one, who is even as little ac-
quainted with niedicine as I ai, must be aware that
sulphurie acid is, or has been, employed in iniflamma.
tion of the eyes, in cutaneôus diseases, and in tie
treatment of sores,.

At rage 12, we have the following passage, whîich
I amr sure you will excuse mîy quoting at length, inas-
much as i am, quite certain you vish to amuse as well
as instruct your read2rs:-

cc'It may be useful to remark, that if vater containing
zinc and potash (!!), as well as alum combined with pot-
ash (!!), is very scarce (perfectly true), water containing
antimony,,is,still more important on account of its still greater
scarcity and inedicinal power. The salts of antimony are
of the:greatest value, on account of the great difficulty of
preparing them properly ; for the chioride of antiimony be-
comes decomposed in water, while here it is produced by the
presence of the acid, andof organic matter. The discovery
of antimony in a minerai spring is undoubtedly an immense
advantage for the science of medicine; for the sane sub-
stance prepared artificially is never se efficacious as when
foundm. water,c. &c. c. I vill take the liberty of ex-
plaiidng the theor offheformation of this antinion ferru-
ginous spring;, an ,of explainig the cause ,why the anti-
mony is in solution without being.deéomposed:or precipitated
hby'the water. According to geological researches, it is
known that, this place contains a great many marshes, iron
pyites, lead ore, -zinc, and antimony, as well as beds of
gypsum. Water running ,through. iron pyrites or gypsum,
by sone chemical- oi other phenomenon; becomes decom-
posed, and-charged with a quantity of~sipyhurie ácid ; (the
wate""of his spring prove its presence in a very decided
inanner;*) the water so, acidulated, passing through turf or
axnarsh-covered wvith vegetation, must contain vegetable
aiiumen whi I have found,,organic acids, resinous sub-
stances, &c. If the water thus charged passes afterwards

• era metionid for thé first time.-. C.

cious as wben found in water, is, in abstracto, a decided
fallacy. I believe (speaking under correction) that the
dea of springs possessing peculiar virtues, not .to be
mitated by artificial means, is now entirely exploded.
But let us look at Mr. De Rottermund's theoryand
we wilI suppose that ail the substances lie requires do
really exist in the neighbourhood. Did any one ever
hear of w'ater being decomposed when in contact with
sulphate of lime, and becoming charged with sulphturic
acid ? In that case half the springs known in the
world should contain it. Mr. De R. very properly adds,

by some cheinical or other phenomenon." But by
means of iron pyrites suilplrie acid miight be formëd;
this, savs our author, passes through turf or marsh
covered with vegetation, and becomes charged with

vegetable albumen (?>, organic acids (here rneutioned
for the first time), resinous substances (?), &c. &c. &c.
Now, this solution, " passing through beds of ore.bf
antimony, will na turally dissolve the substance without
precipitating it;" that is to say, water contairing sui-
phuric acid, resins, albumen, and crenic acid, willdis-
solve an ore of antimony (probably the sulphuret).
I am afraid Mr. De Rottermund is like the facetious

old gentlenan, who, hearing a friend cry out, " lapsus
linguoe," wlhen his servant let fall a boiled tongue,
caused his own attendant to be equally awkward with
a round of beef, -and expected to gain great applause
by a repetition of the witticism.

MNIr. De R. bas heard that when the oxide or sulphate
of antinony is boiled witl bitartrate of potash ïÈë
oxide is dissolved; and that the precipitancy of the
oxide, or basic salt of 'antimony, bymens of wateris
prevented by t!le addition of some organie acid, and
he i ishes us te believe that something si ar takes
place in the present instance. .Let him believ*wi o
ean. Besides, lie need not have given iimself the
trouble of accounting for the antimorny, because there
is none there ;. which puts me in nind cf th twenty-
fourth reason for not ringing tie bells, viz., because
there were no bells to ring.

In, the, preceding rernarks I lave shown the utter
fallacy ofNAr. De Rottermund's statemnents with regâïd
to'the Brantford Springs; and in my next comununica-
tion I shahl take the libérty of endeavourùigto pro e
similar inaccuracy in the remaining portions of the
pamphlet. I may, however, renarkthat it is sarcely

necessarv to attempt a refutation, for Mr. DÏeR.'sstate-
ments are unsupported by c.perments, o the deor.
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