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the decomposition of the body. In Eng-
land, burial in the solid coffin is regarded
by mnany as a source of danger, and, as a
result, the use of the "earth to earth"
casket is vigorously advocated. Ths
coffin is constructed of perishable ma-
terial, such as paper-mache or wicker
work.

There remains one other method of
preserving the body that is well worthy
of notice, and that bas not received the
attention that its importance demands.
It is the desiccation of the remains. Long
before the Spanish conquest the Peruvians
were adepts in this mode of preserving
the dead. The bodies of the Incas, and
their queens and couress numbers of
their subjects, testify tu 'his. The inter-
esting question is often asked whether
the ancient Peruvians embalmed their
corpses or whether the bodies owe their
good preservation to the infkence of the
climate which is so conducive to mum-
mification. -Senor Rivero, the director of
the National Museum at Lima, having ex-
amined hundreds of mummies, was ur.able
ro find cuy preservative substance in
them. It is true that in the skulls a
browna or blackish mass, in dust or small
pieces, has been found, but a chemical
and microscopical analysis bas proved that
the dust and the pieces were composed of
cerebral fat and globules of dried blood.
All the mummies contain the .brain and
irtestines, and in none of them could
Rivero discover any incision which would
have been necessary for eviseration had
the bodies been subject to embalmment.
In the niummy of a child found b.y Dr.
Von Schudi, and which is now in the
Imperial Academy of St. Petersburgh,
the ribs of the left side werE detached
from the sternum, exposing the thoracic
and part of the abdominal cavities, plainly
showing the heart, with the pericardium,
the shrivelled lungs, the diaphragm, the
transverse colon, and portion of the small
intestines. These facts prove that the
Peruvians did not have recourse in the
preservation of the dead to any elaborate
processof embalming as customary among
the Egyptians. The bodies were sirrply
dessicisted by exposure to the air. The
heated soil and calrined sand onthe coast
dried the corpse, and the pure cold air

and dry winds of the interior did the
same thing.

In Peru the animals that drop by the
wayside will be found at theend of mont.e
entire, not corrupted, but dried. On the
highway from Arequipa to Lima a number
of the mummified animals are to be
seen, and which serve as landmarks to i-
dicate the road when the wind covers it
with sand. The climatic conditions of
the imperial city of Cuzco are very favor-
able to the desiccating process. Here, in
the great temple of the sun, the remains
of the Incas have 'ecn discovered in a
marvellous and life-like condition. Cuzco,
the moe ent city of Peru, has an
elevation of 1,380 feet above the sea.
S'trrounder' by lofty and snowclad moun-
tains, it might be supposed to possess a
cold, not to say frigid, climate; but its
temperature, though výol, is seldon
freezing. In what i- caiied the winter
season, from May te Novemnber, the pas-
tures and fields are dry and withered,
more from drougbt thian from frost.

La Casas deemribes the Peruvian burial
rites, as follows: "The dead are wrapped
in the skin of the !lama, then clothed and
deposited in a sitting positure. The doors
of the tombs, which are all towards the
east, are then clos'd with stone or clay.
At the end of a year, when the body be.
comes dry, the doors are again opened-
There is no bad odor, because the skins in
which the bodies are placed are sewn up
very closely, and fro:n the cold they soon
become mumipies."

Travelers in Africa have found bodies
of camels, which had evidently died of
fatigue in th- desert, to be so dried and
preserved by the heat of the sun that no
evidences of post-mortem decay was dis-
covered. The atmosphere of our North-
west Territories is, in some places, so dry
thatthe snows of winter pass off from the
ground wvithout leaving it wet, and mum-
mified buffalo have been found on the
plains of Colorado. When freshly ki!led
meat is subjected to a dry summer heat,
it is rapidly converted into the well-known
jerked beef of the plains. Dried apples,
peaches, and other fruits are familiar ex-
amples to everyß.eousekeeper of desiccated
vegetable matter. This method of pres-
erv&tion is as widely known as it is prim-


