432 SELECTED MATTER.

It was now apparent that, owing to long continuvus distension of the
bowels with fieces and gases, their muscular eoat had lost its tone, in some
regions at least, and especially in the ccceum and descending colon. 1t was
then proposed by the clinical clerk to resort to galvanizm for reliel from
this paralytic condition; which suggestion was at onee adopted. Lt is more
than twenty-five years since galvanism was recommended as a usefulremedy
in cages of obstinate constipation; and we can easily sec that it may be
useful, and upon what principle it acts. The first way of u~u|g it waz by
dlrcctmg the galvanic current from the mouth to the arms; andin that way
it scems to bave been most cffectual and prompt in some cases.  But its
action is thus rather painful: and ulterior ebservation has shown that
passing the current in various directions through the abdomen itself may be
suflicient. This remedy seemed even more upphuxblc to the state of our
patient after the bowels had been cleared out.  And accordingly it acted with
wonderful energy and success.  After the current had been passed for some
time from before backwards, , as well as from side to side, he had, in an
hour, & copious evacuation, in three hours auother, amd next morning a
third. Flatus was also discharged in abundance; and the szhdomen fell
"re'nlv, but still not completely, Ahove ali i in the ilize vegions.  The pain of
the falvanic action, however, had been so great that the putient hegged to
have a day’s respite. In m«,t he declared his willingness, and confirmed it
with an oath, that he \\ou]d rather be shot than submit to he gal-
vanized a sccond time. On the second morning, however, the remedy was
applied more gently, and on two mornings subsequently.  1fe had a daily
discharge from his bowels, and sometimes two. The abilomen had now
become natural in size and form. Since then he has had anatural evacuation
every morning, without aid from either laxalive or galvanism., Ile was
(hsmlssc(l after being fourteen days in hospital.

‘This is & case a httlc oul of the common run, but not without instruction:
and I have therefore thought it well to bring the chief circumstances under
your notice. It is an excellent illustration of the influence exerted by
galvanism over the animal functions. t appears to e to hold out 2
probability that the same remedy may prove serviceable in vestoring the
tone of the intestinal mwuscles, in other forms of inconvenient chronic
flatulent distension of the abdemen.—onthly Journal of Medical Science,
Sept. 1858, p. 252.



