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nmolesteid for four' or five years, whiie, they pursued the chase in other
localties.

In addition to titis, Iiowever, the imperfet weapons of the Indian
hunter, formed, no slight protection to the Beaver; and so0 long as it
'was pursued alone by the native, unaided by the traps and guns of the
Europcan, its numbers suffered no very material diminution. Its set-
tiements forme accordingly a singularly cliaracteristie feature of the
New World, wlîich could not fail to, imnprese the observant traveller.
I find it, indeed, assigncd. as the rival of the Indian in the occupation
of tie soil, in the manuscript journals of the late Mr. David Tlîomp-
son,* who iipwards of sixty years ago explored the Great North
West, and was the first discoverer of the passes iu the llocky Moun-
tains, the importance of 'which is only now being recogniscd. Writing
in 1794, lie thus observes in reference to the beaver, and its native
hunter.-

Il'Previous to the dîscovery of Canada, about 320 y.enrs ago, titis Continent
froru the latitude of forty de-rees north to the Aretie Circie, and froin the Atiantie
to the bicifie Ocean, may Le saîd, t» have been ini the possession of two distinct
races of beinigs,-man aind the beaver. Mau was naked and bad to procure cloth-
ing from the sicin of animais; his ouly arrus were: a stake, pointed and hardened
la the ire - a bow -with arrows, the points hardeued with fire, or headed ivith
stone or bone of the legs of the deer; a spear, headed in the sane manner, and a
club of heavy 'wood, or made of a round atone of four or five pounds weight in-
m-iosed in raw bide, and by the sanie wouud round a handle of wood of about two
feet in length, bound finm t» the atone. Such were the weapons man Lad for
acelf-defence, and -with which. to procure bis food and ciothing. .Against the boues
of an animal h!zq arrows and spear Lad little effeet, but the flank of every animal
is open, anid thither into the bowels the Indian directed bis fatal and iinerring

]3eides bis weapons, the mnare was much in use, ana the spear to aaaist it for
large animais; and by ail accounts the deer aud fur-bearing animais were very
-numerou!i, and thus man -was lord of the dry Iand'and ail that was on it. The
,other race was the beaver, they were safe froni evcry animal but mnan and
wolvereens. Every year eachi pair baving from, five to seven young, whieh they
tarefully reured, they became innumerable; sud, except tbc great lalces, the
'waves of which are too turbulent, occupied ail the waters of the northern part of
the Continent Every river where the current was monderate and sufflciently deep,
the banica at the water edge was occupied by their bouses. Tc cvery smaii lake

*By the courteous permission or the son or the author, 1 bave, ,nfavotired withasc--es
to Mr. Thompson' valuablejournals,:hrongh the intecrvention or the Dcputy Commusioner
or CrownjÀnds, Audrew Ruaeli, E.q. The journafls embrace the resuits of observations
txtending over a period of 33 yer: and are cotnprifa in 67 volumes, ful of Infer»Mtion
alike curlouaunvsuable.
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