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ous purple brown spot CUrved on its upper edge, but straight on the
margin of the wing, so that when the wings are closed it presents the
appearance of a broad aval patch, one half of which is on one wing and
the other half on the other. Fringes corresponding in colour and
suffusion with the body of the wing. Hind wings pale silvery gray, the
fringe tinged with brown. Abdomen iridescent gray, terminating in pale
brown tuft. Tibise of posterior legs clothed with long buff-coloured hairs.

Alar expanse froîn 7 to 8 mm. The pupie, are sooty black, and
before the moths issue are protruded about two-thirds of their length from
the cocoons. l)escribed (rom numerous bred specimens. 1 have great
pleasure in naming this pretty species after Mr. Charles N. Ainsîje, of
Rochester, Minnesota, front whomi 1 received the cocourîs early lu the
winter, indirectly through tlie kindness ýf Prof. WVebster, and later by a
consignament direct from Mr. Ainsîle. The cocoons are white, and about
the size of those of the Rihbed Cocoon-maker of the apl)le (Biuecu/airix
pom¼/oiela, Cleii.), which, though somewhat less distinctîy ridged, tliey
quite closely resemble.

'I''hese cocoons," Mr. Ainsîje writes, 1'are everywlsere this winter,
but nîost plentiful in woods, attached, as you ee, ta leaves and ta masssetoe and grass blades at the base of the trers-the black oaks seeming tohave more on and around them than other trees."

Somne of the leaves received fromn my correspondent had attached-generally to the, under surfaces-crovded groups of from twenty ta thirtycocoons, and on many of the grass blades were double rows fromt one and
one-haîf to two inches in length.

The past year seems to have been the first in which this insectattracted attention, but occurring in such numbers, it is flot impossiblethat it may become seriously injurious. Mr. AinslPe inturms me that hehas bred five distinct parasites (rom the cocaons, but as yet these are intoo small a proportion to the host insecta to act as much of a check uipon
them.

Tlhe Bvcculatrix above described was submitted ta Mr. August Busckfor identification, and was by hlm pronounced distinct fromt any species inthe collection of the National Museum, and he therefore advised the pub-
lication of a description.


