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ized, if the Governor in Council upon like report shall so ordain,
but not otherwiso, in two divisione, Roman Catholicand Proteetant
respective ¥; in which case cach division shall separately perform
the duties devolving on them.

5 1t shall bo lawfui for the Governor in Comncil upon like report
from tima 0 time to modify, as occasion may require, the detau
of duties imposed on Boards of Examiners and on the Sccretunes
of such Boards, Ly the fificth section of the Act passed in the
ninth year of Hor Majesty’s Rowgn, atitnled, dn Acl to repeal cer-
lain enactments therem mentioned, and to make belter provision
Jor Elementary Instruction in Lowey Cunuda; aud every motsfi-
cation 5o made of such duties shall be bindiug on all parties for
whom the same may have been made, as though exprassty em-
bodied in this Act.

9. ‘The coryright of any book, tap, chart, tnasical compostion,
or other publication whatsoever, (whethor origina:, or wholly or in
patt compiled,) which may hereafter be published for the use of
Schools under the direction of the Couneil of Public Instruction for
Lower Canada, inay be acquired and held by the sad Couneil ; aud
all profits to result from such copyrights shall enure 1o the benefit
of the Lower Canada Superior Education Income Fund

Report of the Chief Superintendent of Public
Instruction for Lowwer Canada for 1S58,
4
Translated from the French by the translators to the Legislatite
Assembly.

Extracts from tho Roports of the Inspectors of Schools.
Extracts from the Reports of Mir. Inspector Donvar.

if the saying that the master makes the school is true, as m this
country the commizsioners seleet and pay the teachers, it would be
still more jusl to say « As are the commusswoners, so are the
schools.”” You must have observed in my former 1eports, that all
the schools m the same municipality generaily resemble each
other ; and this circumstasce strikes me torcibly in my visits as
Tnspector.  Wherever I have oceasion 10 praise the schools, it is
becanse the commissioners have chosen good teachers of both
sexes, have paid them liberally and regularly, have watched them
diligemtly, have visited their schools with zeal aud intelbigence,
have caused all contnbutions to be paid punctually, have had the
courage to sue all dilatory payers, and in the choice of a secretary
treasurer have laid aside” all fuvor, ) intrizee and meanness, all
party-spirit, to consider only the probity, gnalificatiors, ana acuvity
;aﬂuch e wdispensable in this important agens of Public Educa-

fon.

Unfortuuately the number of zealous and active comnmissioners is
a0t yet as large as could be desired, and it is to be regretted that
the Government did not_attend 1o yunr suggestion of cxacting a
certain amount of education as a condiuon of eligibility for this
pubhc office. It is to be fearad, that the absence of this condition
will long set 2 bad example, and strongly counteract the efforis
made to impress upon the fathers of families all the importance vf
Education.

Notwithstanding, however, the great sumber of weak aud
unqualified administrators sl existing, I have ugain this year, in
the total number of schools, in my District, to teport a prozress
which will prove that the force of the impulse given is not atall
abated,

Tie proporticn of pupils entered on the school rolls to the whole
population of this district, al'owing for the probable increase in the
population since the lust census, is 1 10 7, and the number attendine
regularly is 1 t0 10, N

have classified, as to their efficiency, the schools of my district
as follows :—Excellent 37, good 48, middling 55, ill kept 16.

In sho.t the most perceptible resulte that have been obtained
appear to mo 1o bo: Ist. More umformity 1 the books used in
teaching; 2nd. More uniformity in the branches taught; 3rd.
More connection between these branches and the ordinary wants
of the children attending the schools, and consequently the sup-
?ress:ou of several branches which, wmmy opinion, ought only te
orm part of the educational course in the superior schools; 4:h
Better arrangements ; maps and black boards being less rare than
formerly ; 5th. A Jile more regularity in the minvtes of the pro-
ceedings of the school-commissioners “and trasices ; 6th. A shight
Increase 1n the salaries of teachers in several municipalities ; 7ih,
Mere assidunty on the part of the pupils in attending choo!.

evil which is general'y felt in my district; I speak of the too great
facitity with whuch the diploma of a school-master, and above all
that of a mistress, 18 obtained. The evil caused by this fuci ity i
the school and in the management of affairs by the school-com-
missioners is mcalculable ; 1t 1s stll more so with regard to the
body of 1cachers genorally ; for this easy in obtaining Jdipiomas
causes an uuyust cumpelition between teachers of a v ry different
capacity although furnished wah the same diploma, wlich makes
their engagemont to be a mero affinr of contract with the lowest
budder, particalarly tn smne municipaliies where the muwn object
15 cheap education.

Lwill now give a rapid sketch of the state of affairs m each
mugicipality.
. Lachenaie~The two schools in this municipahity are well turn-
ished aud provided with fine maps, black boards, registers, &e.
The teacher of distrtet No. 1, Mr. "T'répanier, who has succeded the
Dles. Filiatrault, recewves a sulary of £65. Mr. Bonrgoing, teacher
of section No 2, receives only £36. The commissioners deserve to
be commended for the manner w which they act up to my sugges-
tions and to those of the Department. -

St. Henry of Mascouche—~Amoung the pupils of the industrial
college, 16 1 the highest ciusses appeared to me to have made
some progress. The other schools of the commis«ioners have well
qualified masters and mistresses.  ‘The schools of the Dlles. Beau-
champ and Mayé, and that of Mr. Garraty, deserve honorable men-
tion ; unfonunately, the school-honses are not all well built, and
scldom present the necessary accommodations in their intecnal
arrangements ; neither are there any waps, and as there was no
regisier of the school visits, I could not distribute auy prizes. How-
ever, [ expect much from the inteliigence and zeal of the new
commissioners. The money muuers are well managed, except
that they have spared some nch defanlters who ouvght rather 1o
show an example of punctuatity s paying. It wwas by mistuke that
Mr. Garraty®s school was wentwned as dessenuent in my last
report : 1t is under the control of the comntissiot.ers ; almost ail the
pupils, however, belong to rehigions denommations diflerent from
thewrs. ‘The collese receves £75 from the commissioners, the
couvent £40, aud Mr. Garraly £30.

St. Lin.—The schools are well kept, the pupils are making
progress, the school-honses are well furnished but they are destitute
of maps. The dissentients have now only one school; that which
they had formesly at Wesleyville is now only an independent
scheol.  Their affairs might be couducted with wore puuctuality
and regularity. 1t is the same thing with the c.mmissioners to
whom very large arrears are due.

St. Qulizte of Kill:enny.~This municipality is divided into four
sections.  During the last two years the commissioners have built
two pretty ~chool-houses which refiect the greatest credit on the
inhabrtants as contrasted with their poverty. The children i this
mumcipality ate also very altemive to scheol aud cannot fuil to
make piogress. The school-houses are well furnishied, kept
repair, and sapplied with tables. Itis intended to purchase geo-
graphical maps.  Only one school mistress is furnished with o
diploma, the others, all things considered, appeared to wme fo be
well enongh qualified. The commissionuers are in debt (o these
teachers. ~ I hope better things for the future under the direetton of
Mr. le core Desmarus.

St Roch de PAchigun.—There is a Superior-Primary schoo
kept here by the Brethren of St Viator. The pupils have made
some progress, but they require furniture, geographical maps, &c.
The Commissioners rarely visit the schools, aud have not provided
thern with registers for the visite. A fine bailding intended as a
school convent has been erected.

{le-du-Pads and le-aux-Caslors.—Mr. Marchessault has suc-
ceeded Miss Grinsell ; the affairs of this municipality were admis-
ably well conducted by the late Curé Mr. Filiatrault.

Qe St. Ignace—The southern portion of the Island 18 poor. The
Commissionners have not established the payment of monthly
fees; they ought 10 do so if only to oblige pavents to send their
children 10 the schiool, which i< very well conducted, but which 1s
destitute of maps, black bourds, &c. This municipaliy 15 also
uader grext obhgations to the late Curé M. Filiatrault.

St. Mphonse de Kildare.—The difficulties existing in this muni-
cipality are in the course of bemg arranged. The Comiaissioners
however, are far from showing zeal of activity ; they do not appear
to understand their affairs properly. M. Rogan after an interrup-
tion of several months has been sweceeded in district No. 1 by a

I cannot, however, conclude without saying a word concerning an

mistress who teaches both fanguages. The school in district No.



