
cl4sses of the population, except one, there was a general Leck of Reading Sehool dates back to the time of Henry VIL., and has
education, and of the means of obtaining it. The poor were not since then been ascitdwith several famous sehiolars and men
educated at ail ; the lower middle classeès were wurse than un- of the world. It is still to be a Graniar Sehool, in the best
cducated-they were trained ini pretentious ignorance by private sense of tire word. Boy-, are to be taught before al[ things the
"Academies; " tire class above them found a liuited numiber of art of writing, Fpeaking, and thinking aecurately, and when

opellings into the great sehools of the country, and thence into furni.,hed with this indispensable instrument, thî'y are to appîly iL
the Ulniversities, but the education thus furnished was chiefly to the special subji cts they înay select for the work of their lives.
useful in lielping boys out of their class, not in qualifying ilhem No refornii in our ideas of' educatiotn has inverted, or can invert,
for its duties. The whole education of the country had, in fact, tliis order of train ing. We may iniprove the process, by dismnis-
settled down into one narrow groove. deterined by the requin<- srng the barren) routine of niere parrot imitation in wlicb so
mients of the Universities. With incalculable resources around nîany valuable hours are still spent at our great schools, but it
us, with endowments scattereci liberally throughout the lanid, wu would be a fatal errot- to set the young nminé! to substantial study
were yet, in the mass, an uneducated people. before it hias learnt, the elenients of speech and thoughit. It is

We are even yet very far frona having renacdied this deficicncy ; in this respet that thc old study of Latin cani rever lose its
but the thirty years just past will bc memiorable for tire value, though we cannot altogether follow the Lord Chancellor
sustained and comnprehenisive efforts which have been made to in bis stancbi adherence to ahl the tinie honoured practices of
render a Il sufficient and efficient " education accesible to ail. Wiricbester. Lt is a pity that a mcmn is se, rarely Ftruek be-
Frona the Universities to Rag-ged Sehools, philanthropists, profès- tween tire advocates of radical innovation in instruction and
sors, and statesmien bave been at work, until the outlines are at enithusiastie Il old boys, " who, however radical in public life, are
least indicated of a compiete systeni of National Education. Vie conservative of every custoni of their schoolboy days. The Lord
be-an with the extension of education anîong the poor ; we thien ChancAlior jns>tly urges in favor of comîposition in Latin and
reformed the Univerbities, we passed froin theni to the Publie Greck, that it is iimpos-ible îhoroughly te know a language
Sehools, and, finally, took in band the multitudinous miass of' without pructîce in writing and speaking it. But what lbas thîs
niiddle-class endownients. Lt lbas been, at the sante tiinie, tire to do with the custoni of verse maikirîg? Is no En)glishn
age of the school-niaster. His professicrî bas risen te a new capable of writing and spc.king his native tengue witb correct-
dignity, and bas acquircd an unpreccdcntt d auibouity. The ness arid vigmur unless be can string rhynies togcther in feeble
result is tbat we have an intelligent and vigorous body of nien imitation cf'good poets'? Prose cûoposition is au înva'uible
labouring to solve the problem of' providingr for eacb class tbe excîcise ; but, except in the rare instances where a b-0y has a
special education it needs, while tire Legisînature bas rendercd ail potical îurn, the timue spent or) verses, wbicb, to the last, are
existing resouirces available to the utnio:t. Vie sec accordingly little bNtter than Il nonsense verses, " is simpiy wasted. Vie
on everv side old fouidations starting mb îînew lufe, and îiew blieve, with the Lord Chatncellor, that the old systeni was sub-
fîudations spriniging Up to filî the gaps still reniaining. Wbat- stantialiy sud ; but tire great probleni for the masters of tbe
ever a parents nîans or whatever bis expectation., for bis son, present day is to rîtain its sub>tanitial tlemieîîts wbite discarding
he will byve little difficulty in finding sonje school or other in tire exerescetîces wbîcbi arose in days whien learniing was valued
which bis d înand may be ,upplied: and as the denîand grows more for oi-iniuent iliati for use. Our mocdern sclîools, in their
the supply incereaýses tru proportion. Considering tlat there is .ysýtvni cf teîcliiiîg as welî as in their uaterial rescuices, fiusL
not any very great distatnce bctwecn the knowleýdge cf'the pre- grow out cf the clii foundaticris, but must enlarge and adapt them-
sent dy and that of a quarter cf a century back, it is ,urpri-sli,,g:selves te the altcred demnands of the imies.
te refleet wlît an immiens-e advance lias been nmade in the diffusion
of tbat knowledge anîong ail clisses of the people. The day is
net distant when net mcrcly will a laddcr bave been plaîîted witlî
its feet in the gutter and its summit in the limiver.sities, but
'wlen every boy. wlatever bis destination ini life, will be able to
acquire the utuist întelleet'ual trainimîg ),cotîîpatible witb hi,
occ upa tio n. The latter provision is, p)crbh:ps, even more inipor- (Written for the Journal of Education.l

tant than the fornier. It 's neitlier de>irable ior possible tht Jacqrîmes Carler's First Visit to :lount Royal,
every clever boy shculd becomie a Ju(ige, a Bihop. mor a Gunieral,
but iL is botb possible and desirable iliat ail the work donc in the (BY MRS LEPROHON.)
country should be donc with the utmost intelligence piacticable. H to ntewo-rwe uni
Our people woik very hard, but if' tlieir intelligence wcre equalHPsodnth odrwe umi
to their industry they would furceclipse the presetît re.,ulib of'0fo(ir medointain'es regîl lîv igm
their exe-rtions. BA d gazed odn im cîehefreh

In this gteat Il revival of learnirtg, " which will be not the And Octolmrrs goldeanstigî,-hutf

least conspicueus mark of the present cetît.ury, we have main- Lit iup with a softer ray,
tained in a singular dugree our tradîtionial En5glisb 'meîhod, cf' As ihey dwelt on aie scene cf beauty
reforti>. We have not like some people, eut dcwn everyîîîing That ouispread before hlm lay.
old, and thrown the remuants into one vast canîdron on the Like ore.ri of liqnid silver,
chance of sometlîing better emergimîg. We have made, on the St Lawrence gleamed 'neatb the sun,
cottrary, as lîttle chai.ge, cither in local circuimstances or in Refleciîg the forest fotuage
mnethods of teaching, as was compatible with inevitable require- And the Indian wigwams duin,
muents. Take, for instance, the ceremiony of yestcrday at Rea Emhrmcing the fairy tsands
ditig, which has suggested tîese reflections. Lt is the boe of That is sit-ti îde bovîn avs
the people of Rleaditng and the neighiboring country tb tey
have set on foot a great Middle Class Sebool wbich wiîl equally Aadisbu lsi~wvs
inaet tbe wants of the boy 'who is designed te be a tboroughIntehs oefonnmotan
Echolar and of the youth who is at an early age te enter on sonie Rose in solenan grandeur stiti,
practical career. But tbis new establishment arises fr-oui a simpi hle Onieach tep ag snd rggi hili;

re-urrangyement of an old foundation, and the liberal subseibers OnWhstne fanri f h<mizon
whe have given the Reading Scbool se splendid a start are encour- Pust each lentfy delt and haunt,
aged by the thoughù that they are building on the traditions of Like a line et misty purpUb,
the past. As the Lord Chancelier stated, the history of the Showed the dima his of Vermont.
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