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covenant of Grace, presentsto us a constant progress. Benefits and
blessings once granted have never been withdrawn. Taere has been no
repealing of any thing essential. The new dispensation effected no or-
ganic change ; it is merely the completing of the system,—it is the bring-
ing-into act.the shadowings of the ancient econemy—it is the unfolding of
the whole mystery which was but dimiy seen by former generations.
Every thing essential Lo the covenant of grace is now the same as before.

There is reason:te believe that many, when they speak of the Old Tes-
tament dispensation, are thinking of the ceremonial institutions of Foses,
These .ceremonial institutions, hawever, were no necessary paw of the
dispensation which began with Abraham. The dispensation of grace
existed for centuries before the days of Moses, and it has existed for many
centuries after his laws have all been abrogated. The ceremonial insti-
tutions of . Moses formed a special code for a particular people, to serve an
important but temporary object. They were a schoolmaster to bring men
to Christ; and when Christ ceme, the whole system fell to the ground.
But the covenant made with Abraham being; an everlasting covenant
remained, and not only remained but was carried forward to the point at
which it aimed, —the blessing of the fmilies of the earth in Christ
Jesus.

Civcumcision did not belong to the Mosaic dispensation. It belonged
to the Abrahamic covenant. It was a token of the covenant which God
made with Abrahain, and he received it as a seal of the righteousness of
feith, It 1as an institution connected with that covenant. It *was not
.of Bloses,.but of the fathers,”” John 7: 22,

Now the covenant with Abraham runs thus, <1 will be a God to thee
and to thy seed after thee,” ¢ The pramise was to him.and his seed.”
It ison this ground that the offspring of the children of believing Abra-
hsm are brought within the provisians of the cuvenant of grace. The
covenant with Abraham still exisis. Children under it are recognized as
belonging to the Church of God. It was remarked abore, thatthe making
of the Covenant with Abraham was a step in advance of all that existed
previously, and alse, that whatever is granted by God nnder that cosenant
is never repealec. The covenant exists and the right of the offspring of
believers to the privileges granted Ly that covenant still remsins. Nothing
short of an express revelation from heaven will suffice to tahe from them
what God distinetly and freely gave to them.

It is furtherto be remarked, that.every great step in the develope-
ment of the purposes of grace, has had its eppropriate tokens or seals;
and to suppose that the richest and fullest of all the dispensations of grace
is wi‘hout any such is to suppose a svlecism in the most perfect of 2ll the
works of God. The end to which all this leads, is that baptism corres-
ponds to circumcision. They are buth seals of the same covenant—they
symbolize the same truths, and they are administered to tha ssme sub-
jeets,



