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covenant of Grace, presents tu us a constant progress. Benefits and
blessings once.granted have never been withdrawn. Thero has beeri no
repealing of any thing essential. The new d!ispensation effected no or-
ganin change; it is rnerely the completing of the systeni.-it is the bring-
ing-into act.thie shadovwings of the ancient econrny-it is the unfuiding of
the whole mystery vihich, was but dirniy seen b~y former gerierations.
ETery thing essentiai t> the covenant of grace is nuw the saine as before.

There le reason-tu believe that rnany, when they speaL- of the OId Tes-
tament dispensation, are thinking of the ceremonial institutions of blases.
These ,ceremonial institutions, hciwe.ver, Pere nu necess4ry pari of the
dispensation whïch began viith Abraham. The dispensation of grace
jexisted for centuries before the days of Moses, and it has exisied for many
eenturies afier his iaws.have all been abrogated. The cerernuonial insti-
tutions of Mosus formed a special code for a particullar peuple, to serve an
important but temporary object. They %vere a tschoolinaster to bring men
to Christ; and when Christ came, tise whole system, fell tu the ground.
But the covenant made %vith Abrahamn being. an everlastingr covenant
remained. and not only remained but n'as carried forward to the point at
which it alesed, -the blessing of the families of the earth in Christ
Jesus.

Circumcision did flot belong to thse Mosaio dispensation. It belonged
tu tihe Abrahamie covenant. It was a tok-en of thse covenant whiclh (iod
mnade with Abrahain, and he received it as a seal of the righteousness of
faits. It i as au institution connected %Niih thatcorenar4t. It -was flot
.of .Moses,.but of thse fathers." John 7: 22.

Non tise covenantwçitIl Abraham runs thus, fi will be a God to thee
aind ta thy seed after thee." '1 Thse prQ.mise n'as to him.and his seed."1
ft is on this ground that the offdpring of thse chiidren of bellering Abra-
Immr are brougisi %%îlsin the prouiiqns of tise cuvenant of grace. Thse
covtenant with Abrahama stili exis"s Children uncler it are recognized as
belonging Io thse Churcis of (iod. 1t was remarkoed above, that thse mnnking
of tise Covenant wit'a Abraisam was a step in advance of ail that existed
previously, and also, tisat çhatev er is grantcd by G od ursder tiai. coç enant
is nerer repealed. Thse covenant exists and tise rigisi of the offspring of
belie,çers ta tise priviiiegesgrarited by tisat covenant stiil remains. Nothing
short of an express revelatiua frorp iseaen ivill suflice tu take frorn them
'what God distincdly snd freely gave to fiem.

It is furtiser .to ha remarked, îisat.every great, step in the develope-
ment of tise pur.poses of grace, has issd its eppropriate tokens or sais;
and ta suppose th-ut tise richest, and fullest of ail thse dispensations of grace
ie wj'hbout any suais is ta suppose a solecismn in the most perfect of ail thse
svorks of God. Thse end to wbIich ail this leads, is that baptism, corres-
ponds tu circumcision. They are buth seals of the cerne covenan-thcy
symbolize the saine truths, and :hey are administered to thse sanl.e pub,
jacts.


