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use it.  From the sonth end of Nyasa, along the right bank of the Shire to
its junction with the Zambeze, it isspoken ; and by those tribes on the hills to
the west of the lake, from Mombera’s, opposite Bandawe, to tie country
called Maravi on old maps on the south, where it runs into Nyungwe, the
language of Sena and Tete on the Zambeze. With the exception of Mom-
bera’s Ngoni, all the Ngoni tribes on the high lands speak Nyanja. On the
cast side of Lake Nyusa it is in use on and near Likoma Island, where the
Universities’ Mission works. On the Shire Iighlands around Blantyre and
Mandala it is in use, and the Makololo and other tribes on the left bank of
the Shire speak it also.

Its importance is further indicated when we me.tion that in this lan-
guage the whole Ncw Testament has been published by the National Bible
Society of Scotland, and is to-day being sold not only by the missionaries
on Lake Nyasa in connection with their work, but in the store of the
African Lakes’ Company 2% Mandala, and the language isused by that com-
pany’s officials at the north end of Lake Nyasa, as well as by the boys left
in chargo of stetions on the Stevenson Road.

Besides the New Testament, there are editions of the Gospels, school
books, and other works published in this language.

(2) Yao.—What Nyanja is on the west and south of the lake, Yao is
on the east—an important language, destined to live and be the medium for
communicating Divine truth to a numerous people. ‘¢ The region over
which is is spoken extends from near the coast on the east to the eastern
shore of “ake Nyasa on the west, and from the latitude of the Rovuma
sources on vhe north to the Lujenda River on the south. ILately, however,
alarge district in the ceniro of this region has been devastated by the rav-
aaes of the Magwangwara, a powerful raiding tribe whose home lies to the
north of the Rovuma River. Isolated villages and districts where *1¢ lan-
guage is spoken are to be found on the western shore of Lake Nyasa and in
the conntry lying interior to it.  About 1860 one branch of the tribe forced
its way into the Shire Iills, whero now the mission stations of the Church
of Scotland are sitnated, while another smaller offshoot established itsclf
cast of AMount Mlanji, on the trade route to the coast at Quilimane”
(Hetherwick’s ** Yao Handbook),

It is therefore the language of the Blantyre Mission on the Shire ITigh-
Jands and around Mount Zomba, and of the Universitics’ Mission on the
southeastern shore of Lake Nyasa, and the left bank of the Upper Shire.
Into it the Gospels and Acts have been translated and published.

(3) Agoni.—This language is spoken by the people of the same name
under Mombera on the plateau northwest from Bandawe. The ares of it,
7ise is not very great, as we know it to be a form of Zulu imported by the
Ngoni who came north from Natal in the beginning of this century. The
tribe is very powerful, and dominates the plateau for many miles around ;
but it has not impressed its language on these tribes who are enslaved by it,
and its extinclion is only a guestion of time.  Tshiwere and Mpiseni, who,
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