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rest on a basis which, even in his time, was historic. ~Probably the
prejudice and contempt entertained toward the race by their Roman
conquerors was fully as strong as has ever been exercised by the most
bigoted of Christian nations, Nay, the latter prejudice may have
been in part an heirloom of the former.

The strangest, prejudice and the greatest injustice and qppression
now visited upon the Jews, so far as the Christian powers are con.
cerned, are found in eastern Europe, where the doctrines of Christ.
anity have the slightest hold, and where governmental policy and the
bitterness of industrial competition must be held responsible for the
entire crusade. One million of Jews are now being banished from
Russian territory, not because of their faith but because the Govern.
ment does not regard them as desirable subjects.

One thing is certain, whatever prejudice exists against the Xebrew
population in the United States, does not arise from differences of
faith. Their best friends, both in this country and in Great Britain,
are found in the Christian Church—certainly in the Protestant Church,

Some months since, the question was sent out to different men of
prominent positions among us, “Whut is the occasion of the prevail-
ing prejudice against the Hebrews ?”  ‘Generally the response given
was, “We are not aware of any prejudice.” Several clergymen dis-
avowed any feeling of the kind. But Rev. Edward Everett Hale
was credited with charging the hostile feeling to a difference of
religious faith.

As the implication was that of a prejudice now existing on the
part of the American churches, we must earnestly protest against it,
Mr. Hale cannot be aware—possibly he has forgotten—that four or
five years ago, U. 8. Minister Strauss was chosen to represent our
Government at Constantinople on the recommendation of the mission-
ary boards, and that petitions from the missionaries in the Turkish
Empire were sent to Washington asking that he might be appointed
for a second term.

The hostile feeling against the Jews in this country grows out of
business relations. It. is not cherished by Christians as such, but by
those who have had to do with them in trade, or by those who have
been employed by them in manufacturing. The trades unions,
largely composed of infidels and Nihilists, would probably be found
to represent the most bitter of all the animosities that they encoun-
ter. Whether it be just or not, there exists a feeling that the chief
oppressors of poor needle-women are Jews. The industi.es in which
unfortunate and starving females engage, as a last resort, are mostly
in the hands of this class of men, and when the ruinous rates at which
manufactured garments are produced in the attics and tencment
houses of desperate poverty come to be known, it must not be thought
strange if popular sympathy and indignation are aroused. Some




