1896.]

any arguments based on his facts or any
inferences drawn from them.

A Revised Parliament of Religions,

BY REV. DANIEL 8. GIFFORD, EEOUL,
KOREA.

We have learned with a sense of sad-
ness and snxiety that a second Parlia-
ment of Relizions is being projected, to
meet in 1800, in connection with the
World’s Fairin the city of Paris. I use
the editorial * We,”” because I believe
there aro others who share my senti-
ments,  We believe that the projectors
of the Parlinment of Religions of 1893
were Christian men of a high order, and
that their motives are not to be im-

ugeed. And yet in planning for a
second similar gathering it does seem
ae tho experience ought to teach them

in lessons. .
ceitﬁ’";:ille from a great many points of
view the Parliament of Religions of 1893
was undoubtedly most_interesting and
wonderful, from the view-point of the
interests of the foreign mission cause,
we believe it was an unfortunate mis-
m]‘;%hat we principally object to is the
manner in which the non-Christian relig-
ions were presented. The picturesque,
faseinating orators who champzonqd
their cause, unmindful of accuracy in
sistement, presented a roseate view of
their religions, which, hgic’ §1r Edwin
Amnold’s * Light of Asia,” was very
good poetry, but not true to the facts,

No opportunity being given to correct
these impressions, or to apswer the at-
tacks that werc made upon our mis-
sionaries, we believe that the net result

ofthe Parlisment was to discredit the
work of foreign missions in the minde
of & large part of the reading public,
who have never taken the pains to in-
form themselves upon the life and relig-
ions of Oriental lands ; forif these non-
Chrigtian religlons are as fairas they
were painted, missionary work in such
lands must be gratuitous. .

Who can tell to what extent this im-
parted impression was responsible for
the virulence of the attacks made by a
luge part of the secular press of Eng-
lsnd and America against foreign mis-
sious Jast summer, upon the occasion
ol the cowardly missionary massacre in
China. .

Nor has the impression conveyed to
the Fnglish-reading public in heathen
lands been any more fortunate, for Rev.
Robert P, Wilder, of Student Volunteer
{ame, has stated in a little boyk.thaz he
ius published, entitled ** Christian Ser-
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vice Among Educated Ben alese,” de-
scribing the especial work %e has been
doing among the educated young men
of India, that the influence

of the Par-
liament of Re]igious has been one of che

forms of opposition with which he has
had to contend ; and he mentions cases
of young men in an inquiring frame of
mind who had been hardened thereby.

On pa?e 40 he tells in the following
words of an interesting inquirer : * Bup
still he wavered, In a most solema in-
terview with him, he told me that his
agony of mind had been so great that one
night he called out in his sleep to God
for help, 4 student heard his cr , and
learned in subsequent conversation that
H. was drawn to Christianity. Ta order
to divert his thoughts from Christian.
ity and make him satisied with Hin-
duism, this so-called friend handed him g
copy of the ‘World’s Parliament of
Religions.” “ This,’ said H., * was God’s
answer to my cry for help.’ He con-
tinued, ¢ I see that the ]eaging men in
Europe and America point out truths in
Hinduisru, and praise our religion.
Why should Ileaveit 2’ This young
man, having grown up a Hindu, and
having heard of Hinduism from Hin-
dus, had no special admiration for it.
But the expurgated Hinduism of Max
Milller and the sugar-coated Hinduism
of the Parliament of Religions attracted
him. In huodreds of personal inter-
views with educated Bengalese I Xace
not found one lelped by the Parliament
of Religions. I have found some who
have been distinctly biadered by it.”’

On page 52 he speaks of some of the
hindrances which keep educated young
Hindus from becoming Christians+
* When Hinduism i3 left behind, many
paths open before the Babu. Theoso-
phy, agnosticism, atheism, and all forms
of skepticism open out before him. All
these cults come from the West, Be-
fore the Babu accepts Christianity he
faces Renan, and Rousseau, and Vol-
taire, and, it may be, Ingersoll, and,
worse_than these, he is confronted by
new Hinduism. What a temptation to
turn back from inquiry to one’s ances-
tral faith which receives praise from
Max Mitller, and which is lauded at the
World's Parliament of Religions!? . . .
Why be baptized and cut off from all
that heart holds dear? Why be bap-
tized and risk the loss of life or reason
by being drugged ? 1f the Holy Spirit
were not in Christisnity this religion
would make no headway among the
educated classes.” Such is the testi-
mony of the young man so well known
in al{tlm colleges and theological semi-
naries of America,



