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-We bave learned witli a seuse of sad-
neqand itnxiety that a second Partis-

nient of Religions is being projected, te
meet in 1900, inl connection Witli the
world'q Fair iu theo city of Paris. I use
theo editorial IlWe,'> because I believe
there are others Who share nny senti-
Blents. We believe that the projectors
of tno Piarliament of Religions of 1893
were Chnristian men of a hligh Order, snd
that tineir motives are net te bo im-
puguod. And yct in planning for a
second simular gathering iL dees semrn
as tino experiefice ouglit te teacli them
certain lessons.

WVhule from, a great many points of
view the Parliameut of Religions ef 1893
vas undoubtedly most iuteresting and
woudorf al. from the view-point of thc
intorests of theo forcign mission caLuse,
mo belleve it wus an unfortunute mis-
take0.

What we principally objeet te la the
manner iii whie the nen-Christian relig-
ionis were presented. The picturesque.
faspinating orators who championed
tineir cause, unmiudful of accuracy in
stâtoment, prcsented a roseate view of
their reigions, wliich, lite Sir Edwin
Arnold's "ILiglit of Asia," wvas very
gonda poetry, but flot true te tino facts.

0o opportunity being give te correct
thoeo impressions, or te answer theo at-
tukis that wero made upen our mis-
sionaries, we believe that tie net resuit
of theo Parliameiit was te diseredit tihe
worin of fereigu missions in thse mimde
ci a large part of tino rending public,
wbo bave nover tuken tbe pains te in-
fans theuiselves upen the life and relig-
ions of Oriental lands ; for if tinese non-
Christian religious are as fuir as tlnoy
vere painted, missionary wvork in sucli
lands must lic gratuitous.

Who cau tell to what extent this un-
patted impression was respousible for
the virulence of the attucins made by a
large part of the secular press of Eug-
land and Amerlea against forelgn mis-
sionls last summer, upon theo occasion
of theo cowardly missionary massacre Iu
China.

Natr lins the impression conveyed te
the English.-readiug public ina liathen
linds liesn any more fortunate. for Rv.
Rtobert P. Wildenr, of Stuident Volunteer
lame, lias ststcd in a littie book that ho
as publislned, entitlcd " Christian Ser-

vice Among Edlncntedj Bengalese, de-
scriblng tine especisi work le bias beon
'10111g among the educated Young mien
of India, tinat the 1afItuence of the Par-
liament Of Reli&Ïons lius lcou ose or 4lio
forms of opposition wvith. wviicl ho lias
biad te, contend ; and lie moentions cases
of Young mon ira an iuquiring- trame or
mind whli nsd becs hardened tliereliy.

On pa-ge 40 ho tolas In the feibowiug,
Words of an intorestiug inquirer: "IlBut
stili lie wavered. In a nnost scon in-
terviewv with bim, lie tobd me tinat bis
ngouy of mimd liad licou se great tînat one
ilith lie callcd out in his sloop te God
for help. IL atudent hourd lis ery, sud
learnod In subsequent conversation that
fi. was drawn te Cliristianity. In order
te divert his tliougbits froim Christian.
ity snd niaie lina satisfled witn Risi-
duism, this 8o-calle'd frienî bnuded hms a
eopy of the 'Wotld's Parliament ot
Religions.' ' Tis,' said H., y'was God's
auswer te my ery for lnelp. o Econ-
tinued, 'I 1 e tinat the leadiug mon iu
Europe aud America poin t eut trutis in
Hinduisrii, sud praise Our religion.
Why should I louve it ?' Thiis Young
man, having grown up a Ilindu, sud
hiaving heard o! Hlinduism frein Ris-
dus, iaud ne special admiration for ItL
But the expurgated H-induisin of Max
Miller aud tise sugar-coated Hinduisin
et thse Parlianent of Religions attracted
hîm. In hundreds ef personal, inter-
views witb eduicated Bongalese 1" have
-not found one helzped by t/he Parliament
of Ž?e/igions. 1 h1ave fouud somne Wlîo
have licou dîstinctly hindered liy it."

On page 52, lie speans of somo of theo
hlindrauces wlnich koep educated Young
Rindus fren, becoming Christian8 :

IlWlicn Hinduisin is left bellind, many
palis open liefore tino Babu. Theoso-
phy, ugnosticisin, atlneism, sud ail forma
o! sinoptîcisin open eut bof ore lin. Ail
tinese cuits couic from the West. Be-
fore thse Babu accepts Clnrlstianity be
faces Renus, and Rousseau, sud o-
taire, and, iL may lie, Ingersoll, sud,
worse tissu tinese. lio is confrented by
new iuduisin. Wliatý a temptation te
turn liack frein inquiry te one's ances-
tral f aitn whicln receives praise frem,
Max Millier, sud which is lauded ut the
World's Parliamnt of Religions 1i - -
Why lie buptized aud eut off frein ail
that heuart liolds dear? Winy bc liap-1zed and ni the loss ef life or reason
by lieing drugged ? If tho Roly Spirit
,vere net in Chiristianity tisis religion
-wouid make ne hecadway among lime
educated classes." Such is thse testi-
nnony ef tIne Young mail se Weil knownl
in ail tihe celleges and theological serni-
naries et Amenica.
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