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WVe can but expect tlie religious nature of Acani to be proniiixt-
ly set forth, but we catch a glilupse oî the subliixuity of soul and pure
desires, belonging to a sinless life, in tliat devout hynuiii. put into
the .'noutbs of the first pair at the begiiing of Book, V. Obedieue
to the will of God is Adani's ig-hest duiv, and if lie fails. it is only
becaÜse of his love for Eve. His reason is neyer overthrown,
but it is because Eve is ':dearer thanl hiniself. Il tlîat ratiier thian lose
lier. lie tastes thc fruit

"Of tlîat forbidden tree. wvlose ixiortal taste
]3rougbht Death into the world and ail our woe."

it -%vouid 'be interestin- here to note M.%ilton's% conceptirn of
wvoinanhood and lier relati in to nman. For AMain is not coinplete
without Eve, wvho is the "-best image of liiinseif, his dearer hiaif.
Created side by side, tliey are possessed, of -widely different attri-
b>utes. ln accordance with Bible teaching, it is the wife's duty to
obey and Icau upon lier husband.

-For contemplation lie, and valor forined,
For scftness slie, and sweet attr.4ctive gralce.
lie for God onlv, slie for God in lirai.
lus fair large front and eye sublime
Dezdarcd absolute ru1l" but

"Eve's golden tresses iii wva;ton riiglets wave, iînplied subjection"
tlirougli as M-Niltoni liastenis to add 4 îequired lxitli gentie sway."
Satani acconiplishes Eves fall througli what Milton caîls ia Sanison
Agonistes

--A -%veiklness incident to ail the sex,
Curiosity. inquisitive. importune of secrets."

Yet 'Milton neyer describes %-orna: as inferlor to nian, but alivays
at lus side. His -Ode to the ncuîory of his deceased wife"l is a beau -
tiful and toucling tribute to perfect ivoiian1ioed.

Milton's conception of perfection in mn is indced a noble o-iie.
Reflectitng as it does the Puritan age lu mlxich lie lived, and wlxose
representzxtive poet lie is, it paitakes of tIe virtues anki to soine ex-
tent tle fatits of that Party. His ideal mnan is brai t~, tueroic, 'teniper-
ate;- lie is patriotic, chaste lu love, pious and viirtuoas. WVe miss
in huaii, lio-.vcver, tlint note of syuîpnthy -%,«itli nîaxukind zand
nature %vliiclu %vas also wvanting in the Puritan. If unian is to
acliieve lbis noblest ends, lie cannot dlweli apart fronm lis fellows, but
nust enter into tîjeir feelings, synupalhize witli tlheir griefs and
weaknesses, rejoice li tlieirjoys. Miltor'n's ideal nan is couaplete in
iinuiseif, but fails in that synipatuy and tenderness; -%vhiclu is thc
peculinr glory of the ideal of the New Testamuent.

To-day soiuie of tic idtea-ls are more fuUy -rca1ized than in lus
own claiv-niotably liberty of mind a-nd:sk.eech. yet if in search for a
miotto, tle thouglit of %whi',.h will guide our lives iîriglt wvhat better
cold we choose tliauu thc closing Nvords of Cornas

*Mortals tui %vould follow mneZ
Love virtue she aloncr is frec:


