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barrassment and sutfering to which they
are subjected, by ourmability 1o meetthen
arders. Could these casex be spread out
before the Christians of this country, in
all the particulars of domestic privation,
and the eurtmbnent of mmistenial usetul-
ness, they would draw tears from the
eves, and, we cannut but think, would
draw relief from the hands, that now
withhold the needful ptance.

And now, what shall be done? We
wish the churches distinetly to understand
thal THE MISSIONARIES ARE SUFFERING. R
s pot a mere curtailment of the opera-
tons of the Society, which resalts from
ihe want of funds ; not simply the neces-
sty of declining to send our new nussion-
artes ; It the actuil distress of thoese at-
ready in the ficld. Chnstians, your a-
gents, your brethren, seny out to du your
work, commissioned on the faith ot your
support, are o want; their wives and
then bile ones are sufferinz a privation
of fond and rayment  Saysonein a recent
letter 1o the Corresponding Secretary :

¢ 1 had counted on tie amount due tn
me to meet some engagements; but for
these the Lord wall provide. 1 am wil-
hng o bive pour, and have 10 do, whether
Lam wilhng ornot.  Alihis e I have
nat a potatue nor a mouthfulof meat inthe
house, nor means to buy st wah ; but the
Lurd will provide tor us.”

Another Missionary who had made a
small drail on the Society. apologises for
it as follows : ‘1 rcccwc&your curcuiar on
the 21t June,and am sorry to say that my
draftonyou had previously been paidaway
I had no cow, and scarcely any bread for
my family, and the distress under which
wur country groans, is so severely felt in
this regin, that my people were unable
1o a<sist me in any manner  Ihave re-
ceived from thew only to the amount of
ight dollars 1n the last five months,”

Throughthe prevailing pressure in most
instances, the peaple aided by the AL I
M. S.are unable to meet theirengagemenis
tu thar mmsters, and the latter, have
heen led to contract debis for the neeessa-
ries of life. hoping for better times, and
supposing thatat feast their missionary ap-
propriaton would be forthcommg when
dur The trials of feelimg which they
<uffer in view of the apprehended dishon-
or to the cause of rehigion, should they no?
e able to pay these debts, are wore pain-
fulthan even the privatign of bread. One
wriles*“it was withdeepsorrow that Lheard
of the embarrassed sitnation of the AL H
M S, and your desire that I should defer
my order for moncy. I have been com-
ordled 10 run in debt for several necessary

197

articles, and 1 was just on the pont of
making out my draft when the letter came
to hand. Dear «ir, what zhall ¥ do? 1
amin debt, and thase debis will soon be
called tor. My sitwatton s trying.”

Anuother, who had disposed of his drafts
toa person whuis it a Christian, bwt one
“who prides hunself on punctuahty in
pecwisary matters, and narrowly watches
professarsin this respect,” eXpresses sirung
solicitude that the amenntmay be pard lest
the honor of religion should suffer.

Another whose order had been despatch-
cd two days betore recerwving the airealar
of the Zxecutive Committee * would not
have .t returned for half its value”

We mught muluply extracts gnving the
~same general view of the necessities ot
these men.  But these are sufficient to
pre<ent the question of duty to the reader
tielp iust be had, and that guickly. Some
ot the Missionaries hive mest nobly re-
linquisived the whole or a portion of thei
clatns on the Society ; but this can be
done but in tew anstances and 1 non-
stance can it be done except wirth the pros.
pectol great privation.  And while they
are thus setung the exanple of self-denral
and hberalny, shall it not be followed by
the churches 2 We entreat the disciples
ot a Saviour, who lived in sclf-denial, and
thed amid suficring and scom for our
sikes, not tu shut up his bowels of com-
passion from his ministers—his faithful
laborers, whom he has pronounced ‘“ wor-
thy ot theur hire.”

By order of the Executive Com. of the
A ML M. S,

We hear much in certain quarters of
the efficacy of the voluntury principle
to supply a country with rehgious m-
struction, and reference 1s often made
to the United States as a noble exam-
plification of its complete success. So
persuaded are the peopie of the Umited
States of its efficacy, that mumsters
would not dare mn that country te
wlisper a doubt that it is not the best
mode of providing for the numstry, al-
though the nost painful evidences of its
wsuflicziency ,aud of thesad and numerous
evils incident toit, arc constantly ob-
truding themselves on their experi-
ence. Of late many in Britain,deluded
by the representations thet are made
respecting the manner in which religion



