28 DR. STRACHAN'S CHARORS! AGAINST THR PRESBYTERIANS EXAMINED,

“ Whatever, therefore, the petitions state-on this
head isdeplorably hypucritical, for nu sach jeatsor
apprehensions were ever cherished or felt; andsu
perfectly destitite ofany foundation arve suehallega-
iions that no comptaing has been made on the subject
by any other daiommation of Chostians i the. Pro-
vinee, several of which are utwpuestionably no les -
live to their civil and religious rights thanthe Church
of Scotland.”

Ignorance is an vhjeet of pity ; hypocrisy isan
object of abhorrence ; the oneis an infirmity, the
other acrime. "['hat the Presbyterian petitioners
had some grounds for apprehending that their re-
ligious liberty was invaded by the creation of Ree-
tories must be pretty evident from the preceding
observations. Admitting that their view of the
Jaw is inaccurate, it may be an inpeackment of the
legal penctration of the petitioners,but it ought net,
in all charity, to be animpeachment of their moral
honesty., A candid, dispassionate judge, would
rather say, these Scotch have been hurried away
by their characteristic impetuosity ; they "have not
nllowed themsclves time for deliberate considera-
tion of the case ; jealous of their national rights
they have been seized with unfounded fears that
these have been infringed ; or venturing to in-
terpret the law, they have bewildered themselvesin
its glotious uncertainty—it is a pity they should
have allowed their good and loyal name to be tar-
whed with an uttcrance of disapprobation of any
act of the Colonial Government of Upper Canada
2o distinguished for wisdom and generosity! Charity
might thus have cast the blame upon the Scotch-
mun’s head—a hard organ—and able to bear pretty
heavy bumps.  But no—the Veneruble dignitary
aims hisblow at the heart, and churges « whole
Synod of Christian ministers, with a sprinkling of|
elders among them, and all the petitioving congre-
gations besides—with presenting petitions % de-
plorably hypocritical,” and with expressing fears
and apprehiensions where none were cherished and
felt! He has presumed to enterthe secrecies of
the soul—which no eycbut the eye of heaven can
penetrate, and on above 30 ministers and their con.
gregationg,with whom he would once havethought
it an honor to be united, he attempts to fix the
brand  of hypocritical manauvermg ¢ Dactor
Strachan is a dignttary of the Episcopal Chureh ;
he is an aged man, and candor and wisdom should
be the attributes of age; heis a christian minister,
and his judgments should be judgments of charity;
he was nurtured in infancy in the bosom of the
Church of Scotland and the early afiections of o
young heart, ingenuons and durable, shouid not
yet be utterly obliterated within him ; he once
soughttobe a mitister of the Presbyterian Church
of Canadn and he owes it some respect from this
consideration: he is a Scotchinanhis every accent

declares ity and it ill becomes him with sucha
dialect on his tongue to wrong his countrymen ;
above all, he is a christian, aud if his name and
rank have auny influence in this colony, it is a pros-
titution of that influence to employ it in endeavor-
ing to injure the character, and to impair the use-
fulness of'a body of men, who whatever their im-
perfections may be, are laboting amidst many dif-
ficultics and privations, such as he never experi-
enced, to promote their Master’s cause.

Te represent that the petitioners seck the de-
struction of the Rectories on “the ground of the
value of the endowments” is not correct, and is
not bome cut by eny statement contained in the
resolutions of Synod, agrecably to which the peti-
tions gencrally were framed.  We know very well
that the present value of these enduwments, at
least those in the country parishes, is trivial,
‘The resolutions contain objections of a much more
serivus nature than this,as the reader may perceive
by referring tothem.  With regard to the asser-
tion of Doctor Strachan that ¢ such complaint
comes with u singulurly bad grace from the Scotch
Presbyteriaus, to whose Congregations the Pro-
vincial Government has always shewnthe greatest
readiness to grant glebes” We simply remark
that it i¢ untrue and refer again to volume st
page 280 for the proof, * ‘They received many gra-
cious encouragements to apply ; many kindand
courteous invitations were Javished on them, and
some minuteg of Council declaring grants ; but,
we grasping, they turned into apples of Sodom;
while the good fruit that dropped from the tree
was picked up by those whom this Vencrable dig-
nitary and lus fellow Councillors had gathéred a-
round it.

To display stili farther the kindly spirit o our
dignified censor we give the followsug paragraphs:

“ Yt is necessary to remark, however painful, that
the proceedings of the Clergy and Memoers of the
Prebyterians, in cunucction with the Church of
Seotinnd, are marked by the same kindof angry com.
plaint (for they deal not in argument) which charac-
terizes those of the Valuntaries and other enemies
of Church Establishments in Great Britaw ; andthag,
but for the goud sense and honoruble principles of 2
large majority of the House of Assewbly, a vote
would have passed against the Rectories; and al-
though it could never have been carried into efiect, it
waould have tended o unsettle every title in the Pro-
vinee.

We need not farther remark,on the Doctor’s re-
iteration of the charges of bad temper ou the part
of the petitioners. If any of them have been
guilty in this respect, that they had much to try

& See also the two letters in the present number addecsa-
ed to Dr, Strachan,
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