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UNION PS STRENG.TH.

'l'îl tendency of the tiîîies is strongly
in the direction of an iltegration of
forces. This is seen in thie unification of
Italy and Gerniany, in the confederation
of Canada and Auistralia, in the union of
the Presbyterian and Methodist Cliurches
of this country. A strong trend towards
union is showîî in the Methodist chutrclies
of the Old Land. The benefits of union
have beeni so inarked in Canada that an
extension of the principle is by many
strongly desired. The response of the
General Conference to thie strong union
sentiments expressed by t.hie venerable
Dr. Caven shows liow receptive our
lig-liest court ivas to this gdnierous senti-
ment. The address of Dr. Oliown at
the recent annual meeting of the Socie-
ty of Chiristian U-nity in Toronto wvas
another mark of this trend. Referring(1
to the political unions of the past lie
said :"But more g-lorious far %vill lie
the momner whien the divinely-anointed
leaders of the einbattled hosts of our
Canadian Zion shall meet in fraternal
conference, and in solemun conclave, sigiu,
seal, and deliver the holy comipact-tlie
constitution of the Federal Council of the
Christian Churehi in Canada." The tinie
for polemics lias largely passed ; the tinie
for irenics hias corne.

At Ottawa recently the Rev. S. G.
Blanid strongly urged the appointmient of
a Fedleral Couincil of Presbyterian-, and
Methodlists îvith powers to direct the
inissionary and educational wvork of these
tîvo Cliurches. It would proinote econo-
miy of nen and nieamîs and would lielp) on
the cause of greneral churcli unity. It is
especially imiportaint tlîat sucli union
should take place iii ýhe mission field.
XVe are gLad to kinoîv that the Metliodist
Churclies in Japan have arranged a pre-
limiinary basis of union. "1Sucli a union, "
thec Gicardian reniîarks, '' vill h-ave the
hearty approval of the M.Nethiodists of
Canada. A unitcd Churcl inj Japan
should mnean a new life and power for
agrles.ive %Vor-." It would also do
niuch. to ynove the cavil of the crities as
to the disunion amnong Cliristians, would
lead to, the economny of mon» and ineans,
and would proîiote a generous glow of
Christian love and fchlowslîip.

The versatile Dr P;trker, chairmnan of

the Congregational Union of England,
lias prcposed iii that body a plan for the
union of the Congregational, Presby-
teriain and Baptist Churchies of Britaimi.
Hie urges, says The Outlook, the niemîbers
of the Free Churches to unite in pro-
î'iding, a theological education for their
respJective ininisters, so hothi econionuiz-
ing expenditure and increasing resuits.
Tlîree higli-grade colleges at Oxford,
Camîbridge, and Durliani would replace
the present eiglit existing theological.
colleges belonging to the above-men-
tioned denominations. Both econoîwy
of mîanagemnut and greater working
power would be secured by the applica-
tion to the religiç;us world of that spirit o>f
combination which lias already achieved
sucli success in tlie conmmercial world.
If Dr. Parker's proposal is accepted, as
w~e hope it may be. Englishi Dissent
miay date a significant developnient froni
the 1901 meeting of the Baptist and
Congregational Union. WVe hope that in
the not distant future, British Metlîod-
isîn nîay followv tlîis cxainple.

Tiis EMM~ENICAL CONFERENCE.

The third Metlîodist Ecumnenical Con-
ference will give a, strikting illustration of
the way ?detîodismîî lias spread throughi-
out the wvorld. lier sous shail comle
from afar, even fromn the ends of the
eartli. Specal promninence willble given,
says Tlhe Mthiodligt Recorder, to Methi-
odismn in its i elation to national life, to
biblical criticismi and Christian faith,
to Protestantism and niodiern Sacerdotal-
ism, to educatioui, modern unhelief,
secularismn, an(1 indifferentîsrrt. Lt will
include all phrases of Methodist litera-
turc, young people's societies, spiritual
vitality and fainily religion ; the liquor
ttffic, ganîbliîg, wealth and luxury,
pulpit effectiveness, the mobilisation of
the wliole Churcli, and, fiîîally, aý wliole
day devotcd to foreign miissions.
Bishiop Galloway weill open the Con-
ference in the old City Road Chapel, the
niotlier cliurchi of universal Methodisnui.

The Conference îvill last tîvelve days.
Our own Canadiami Methodisnî is given a
proinent part iii this programmie. We
inay lie sure our delegates w'ill acquit
tlîemseives witli credit to the great
Churcli they represent. Canadian Meth-
odisin lias griven a notable exaniple to the


