to2

THE MARITTME PRESBYTERIAN.

INFANT CHURCH LIELIRER
SHIP.

By Rev. Jonx CAMERON, 07 BRIDGE-
\WATER.

And I will establish my covenant between
s and thee aud thy swll afterthee intheir
senerations for an everlasting covenant, to
g’ca God unto thee. and do thy seed qgfter
thce.---GeNests XVIL: 7.

A1, FEMALES MEMBERS OF THE CHUROCH.

It need not surprise us if porsons uu-
accustomed to close stnd{; axd untaught
o reason logically, should he unable to
romove the diffioulties that arise in their
minds on the subject of infant Church
momborship; sceing, that mon of exten-
elve information, and trained to reason
correotly, have come to differont conclu-
clons on the subject,

As under the ‘JI ewish dispensation the
male children only received circumoision,
which sealed to them the blessings of the
covenant, the quaestion has been asked,
in what relation did female children
ciand to the covenont? Wers thoy,with-
ont the seal of circumecision entitled to
Qs privileges, and recognized as members
of tho Church?

With o view of sotisfying enquirin

- erinds on this, and some other points,
rotico.

Y. That tho Scriptures clearly recog-
pizo circumcised infants, and those not
¢iroumcised, as com%onent parts of the
otd Testament Churoh.

‘The roartyr Stophen, in that memor-
ehle sﬁeeck\ which he delivered immedi
etely heforo his death, which is record-
cd iu the 7th chapter of the Adts of the
Apostley, at the 38 verse; referring to
2loses, says that he was with the Churoh
fn the wilderness,” Of what did that
Church consiat?  Of six hundred thous-
&nd mon besides womon end ckildres,
Ixop. xm. 37. A similar apceification,
»ut moro minute, and thersfore wrore to
our purpose, i3 fucnighed in connection
with tho renewnl of the Church’s cove.
oont cngagement before the death of
Eloses.  In steains of deop pathos,
that man of God, on the borders of Ca-
raan and of eternity thus addressed the
congromated Israclites, *‘Ye stand this
oy oll of you before the Lord your God;
your captaius of your tribes, your clders,
end your oficers, with all tho men of In-
vael, your little ones, your wives, and thy
girabipor thet iz in thy comp, from the

hower of thy wood unto tho drawer of
thy watcr: That thon shouldest enter in.
to covenant with tho Lord thy God, snd
into his oath which the Lord thy Ged
makoth with theo thia day. That ho may
establish thee to.day fora people w:to
himaself, and that he may be unto thee a
God, &3 he hath eaid unto theo and as he
hath sworn uunto thy fathers, to Abraham,
to Isano, and Jacob, Drur: xx1x, 10-13.
‘Wero tho childron excluded from thas
vaat ascembly that entered that day in-
to covenant with God? By no mesns,
One of the most interciting classes pro-
sented before the Lord on that eolémn
day, consisted of litt'y ones who were
expressly comprehendedin thetermsof the
covenant. Their title to a place in the
covenant, and in God’s sanctuary wus as
valid a3 that of Abraham or Moses. Is
is notaworthy that there is no distinction
drawn betweon male and female’childrons
and it would be an arbitrary and unwar-
ranted use of the term, “littls ones,” to
restrict it to the male children. It is

uite clear that female children were in-
cluded in the covenant, though we may
be ignorant of tho door by which they
entered. If tho term ¢‘little ones” om-
braced only & part of the children; then,
by the same principles of interpretation,
the terms ‘‘men,” and ‘“wpmon” must
embrace only a part of the men and wo-
men. The case however would seem to
be placed beyond dispute by the worda
of the prophet Joel xt. 16. 17.  *‘Gather
the geople, sanctify the congregation, as-
semble tho elders, gather the children and
thoso that euck the breasts, &c.

A question of interest arises here; what
was the exact character of the relation in
which the childran stood to the Church?
Did they derivo any bencfits from being
within the covenant? An eminent Bap.
tist writer, Dr. Cayson, who denies “‘in.
fant Church mombership,” aseerts that
“the infants of Abrahom himselt, were
not saved by the covenant God made
with him, when they died in infancy,”
This extroordinary assertion he attempts
to make good by saying that Abraham
was the spiritual father of such only as
Believed; and that the covenant con-
stituted no spiritual connection between
him and his infant eeed. Such are the
quagmires into which men fell who de-

art from the firn ground of Scripture.
{ow, suppose no spiritunl relation did
subsist between Abrahom and his infant
sced; it doss not follow that they were
not raved by Abreham's covenant. The
Patriarch and hia infont eced both poa-
scczed tho seal of tho cove unt without



