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Adnd 1 ticlblr~ieh my cot-cnantUtceen
0te and thee aud £Iih. sud4 afer tAce in their
rperations#for ait everZluting coven<ant, to
ke a Goci unto thee. andi go My Retd ofeer

t!~e...GNExSXVII: 7.

JIL immuLrs mEuicE3 or TuEc ciurno.

It nced not surprise us if portons un.
Accustomcd to close stud ; anxd untauglit
tuorcason logically, shoumi ho unablo te,
rùmove the diffloulties that arLqo in their
minds on the subject of infant Churoh
momboruhip; sceing, that mon of exten-
clvo information, and trained te rcason
correotly, have corne te differont conclu-
sions on the ubjeOt.

as Yno h ewish dispensation the
inaie ehildren only received circumoision,
wphioh. scaied tuè theni the blessinga of the
covenant, tise question lias been naked,
in what relation dia. female children
tand te the covenant? Wore they,wmith-

ont thse seal of circuimeisien entitled te
Ils priviloges, and recognized as mNnbers
of th Chureis?

With a view of satisfying enquirng
*enda on thia, and renie Cther points,I
cotice.

. TISat thse Scripture3 olearly recog.
mize circumeiscd infants, and those net
diroumcisod, as cern onent parts of the
<bld Testament Churocs.

Thse martyr Stophen, in that memor-
r.hle specch which ho delivered immedi
ately heforo his dealli, which is record.
cd iu tihe 7th chapter of tbe Acta of thse
Ilostka the 38 verze; referring tu
UIOses,1 rayS that lie vis with the Churoli
rm the wfldcrncss3." 0f what did that
Ohuroli consîst? 01 six hundrcd thous-
emd mon besidos womon and ddfldren,
ExoD. mx. 37. A similar spccificatiou,
!,ut more minute, and thereforo more te
eux PuTpOses Mu iurnieihed int connection
xrith tise renevial of the Church's cove.
ixant caga'rement, beforo thse deatis of
gwmsr. In strates of deop pathosý,
that Maui of Qed, on the borders of Ca.
aan and of eternity thus addraosed thse
cbngregated leraclites, %'Yfi stand this
Cley exil of you boforo the Lord yonr (ôd;
your eaptàins of your trilies,, your eiders,
End your oircers, with aUt tho nien of là.
,aei, y-jur littie eues, youýr w;ivcs:, anid thy

ttr h a iin te hy czaMP, fs'om thke

hevier of thy wood sut tise dzuvier o!
thy watc: TisaI thon uhouldiczt cuite i.
te covenanit with tho Lord thy Ced, sind
into lis oulli whieh the Lord thy God
niakots with thco this day. That ho rnay
cstablieli theo to.day for & people nizto
isolsf, andi that ho, xnay ho unto, theo ci
Ced, as ho hats raid unto tisco and as hep
haths swori sute thy fathers, tu Abrahame,
te 1rane, and Jacob, DiuTr: xxxx 7 10-13.
Were the ciltdren excludcd frous tisat
vaut cssombly tisat ontcred tisaI day in-
te covouant wils Qed? By no ez=caa
One of the most intercatixig classs pro-
miented beforo tise Lord on tlat zoIemxi
day, consistcd of litt , ones who wera
expresslycomnprchendcd in tho tcris of thse
co-tenint. Thefr titie to a place in tise
covenaunt, and lin God'es anctuary w±se ro
vaid as tisat of Abraham or Moses. Iîi
is noteworîhy thut tere is ne distinction
drawn belvecu male ind femalo'chidren.
and il would ho un arbitrary and xnwar-
rantud use of tho term, "laittis one," to,
reatrict il tu tho maie childrcxi. It is
q'uite clear that female chidron ivore in-
e uded in thse covenant, though vie may
ho ignorant o! tise door by wbich they
entered. If the term, "littie ones" om-
braced only a part o! theobildrexi; thon,
by the rame prinoilplea of interpretatien,
the ternis "men," ani "1w¶mow" must
enabrace, only a part o! the men and we.
inen. Thse cae however would seoin ta>
hoe placed beyond dispute by tise werds
o! the prophot Jool 11. 10. 17. "«Gutier
tise people, saxcitfy the congegaîion, as-
semble tho eiders, gatiser tise c/id>en sud
those tisaI euck the breasfa, &oe.

Amqestion of interest arises here; wisat
was t e exact character of tise relation in
.which tIse chidr-3n stooil te the Churcs?
Did they derivo, any benofits froua heing
within tise cevenant? An eminent Bap.
tist viriter, Dr. Carson, who denies. «in-
fant Churcis momborship," ase'<.-rts tisaI
"thse infants of Abrahams himseit, were
net saved by the covenaxit Cod nade
with lime, when. they died ini inf =noy,>
This extraordinary assertion lie attenipta
te usake good by sa- ins that Abrahami
v'as tise spiritual fatiser3of sucis oxily as
believed; and that tise covenant con-
stituteaine spiritual cennoction helvix
hlm and bis infant ceed. gstcis are tise
qua-usirea int which men fail wiso de-
part fros tise firrn ground of Scripture.

Ik ,suppose ne spiritual relation did
mubsist betweoa Abrahaux and hie infant
ce-d; il does net follovi tisat tisey vere
net raved by Ahrabam'a covenant. Tho
PatriarolS and lis infant zeed both pou.
scr-id tise s=t cf tho ceryý ,.n witUout
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