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Manitoba.

W, A, Myers contemplates starting & paper
at Cypress River.

Tho Icelandic Trading company of Win-
ripeg has assigved to S. A, D. Bertrand.

David Fraser, flourland feed, Virden, has
added a full stock of gruceries to his;business.

Miller, Morse & Co., wholesale hardware,
Winnipeg, distributed 8200 among their em-
ployees for Christinas boxes.

Morden’s two papers, the Monitor and the
Herald, will be amalgamated under the name
of The Chronicle, with J. F. Galbraith in
charge.

The Brandon Times Pablishing Company
bhss 30ld the Brandon Times newspaper plant
and good will to E, L. Christie, one of the
mest enterprising merchauts of ‘Brandon.

F. B. McKenzie, oneof the lealing business
men of Brandon, dOing business as grain-
merchavt, is dead. The business will be con-
tinued by and in the vame of his eldest son,
A, B. McKenzie.

A regular train service has been inamugur-
sted on the new Dauphin road. Trains leave
Portage la Prairic every Monday and Friday,
returning Tuesdays and Saturdays, connect-
ing: with -the Canadian Pacific Railway at
Purtage.

A change is being made in the ownership
of the Plaindealer, a paper published at
Siris, Robert Cook becomes owner of Mr.
Dickie’s interest and the business will be con-
ducted hereafter under the firm name of Bar-
chy & Cook. .

C. N, Jll, secretary of the Winnipeg
Busrd of Toade, bas been appointed consul
here for the republic of Guatamala, Central
America. Mr. Bell believes that considerable
trado can bo done with the South American
republic direot, via Vancouver, instead of
I through New Vork brokerr as heratofors.

Tho 2unual social function of the Com-.
mercial Travellers’ -association took the form
ofa ball and conversazione this year, and
was hold at the Manitoba Hotel, Winnipeg,
on Mouday eveuing-last. The affdir wus
largely attended by tho business peoplo of
the city, and was one of the most enjoyable
scial events of the season, Everything was
dono by the committeo ‘to' ensure the success
of the ovont, and they bave every reason to
bo gratificd with the result. They hsave

tarned tho gratitude of the members of -the.

association, as woll a8 of those who-attonded
the entertaiumont.

In the county court at Winnipeg on
Tuesdny, Judge Walker handad down a
decision in tho caso of the City vs. S. C.
Currie, quashing thg conviction of tho
defoudaut by the police megistrate. under the
early olosing by-laws. Judge Walker holds
that thoby-law dces not cover auction rooms.
It rofers to retail stores only. J. C. Currie
was a liconsed auctioncer, On November 11
he was selling goods by auction in ks
accustomed manner as an auctioneer, Par-
ties purchasing were at liberty to take one or
any number of the articles put up, The
judge holds that this is not selling by rotail
within the meaning of the by-law, and he
thorefors quashod the conviction with costas,

Assiniboia.
W. R. Boyd and Robert May, hotelkespers,
Indian Head, bave dissolved partnership.

The Advance of the Gold Standard.

It proof were needed of the universality of
tha adoption of the gold standard by the
civilized world, it would be found in the steps
which are being taken by Austrin-Hungary
and Russia to scsumulate enough gold to
make their paper currency redecemable in that
metal. In both cases, these preparations have
been goiog on for years, and there never has
been the slightest thought of taking any steps
backward, Herr Wekerls, the ex-minister
of finance of the kingdom of Hurgary, is one
of the authors of the system of currency re-
form, and, replying to some of the bimetallist
agitators, he lately said that it was only after
the most thorough examination, and after
having carefully weighed the economic in-
terests and the credit of the murarchy, that
competent authorities in Austria and in
Hangary, together with the two chambors of
legislation, pronvunced in tavor of the gold
standard. It was on this basis that the mone-
tary treaty between the states of the dual
monarchy was signed, and that the first con-
dition of the re-establishment of the metallic
circulation was declared to be the accumala-
tion of & stock of gold. Hungary has per-
formed its part of the of the task, and Aus-
tria is in course of doing 80. The withdrawal
of paper money has begun, and will continue
to go on till the process of conversivn is com-
plete. In this condition of affairs, it would,
&3 Herr Wekorle remarks, La very absurd to
attempt anything culculated to diminish the
value of a policy so important for the inter-
est of the two divisions of the Austro-Hun-
garian empire. At the outset, it would be
necessary to repudiate the monetary treaty,
and. thus provoke s political and economic
crisis, which mighe have the most seriousin-
flaence on the maintenunce of the
monarchy.

The legal currennry of Russia is silver ; the
actus! currency is the paper roubls, which is
worth more than 1ts nominal equivalent in
silver. Bat the Bank of Russia is still au-
thorized to conduct its loan business on a
silver basis, and has recently made a separa-

“tion botween its gold reserve and its stock of

the white metal. It is distinctly explained,
howoyer, that this measure has been taken
without prejudice to the future monetary

-¢circulation of Russia, and that it must not

be accepted as an indication of the establish-
ment of the silver standard. This would
hardly be possible, because silvor coinage on
private account is forbidden, In Russia, as
elsevbrze, silver is recognized as having a
dotble role to fulfil—to furnish small change
and replace the {ractional psper currency.

. That process of substitution has already be-

gun, as the first step toward plscing the

currency on & -specie basis, In March last,
the.treasury ceased to make payments in the

ono and thres rouble notes, wwming ju their
stead equivalont silver pieces, 'The noxt step
will bo the resumption of gold payronts,
and, s a wroliminary to this, tho stato bank
has opooed gold accouuts to privata deposi.
tors and privato banks, The legal recngni-
tion of contracts for pavments in gold has
also been comploted.  The financial condi-
tion of Russia is, thereforo, one of transition
from an irredeomablo paper currency to ono
based on gold, and convertible into that
metal,

In Russia, no less than in Austria-Huu-
gary, it i8 clearly reocognizad that the
attempts to rostore the old ratio batwoen gold
and silver aro simply part of an attompt to
caro tha dovression of agriculturo by mears
that have failed. Tho panacea, whataver it
may he, is not to bo found in that dirp~tinp,
As Hore Wekerle puts it. * Tho decisivo
advantage of the gold standard is t~ associato
us with, und make us one of. tho factors of
the universal cconomy of finnuce. and wo
bave thus every inducement to completo as
quickly as possible the reform which has
been begun.” X

It can not b too clearly understood that

y the nations moast backward in the race
there will bo no lagging, and that thos: wou
have safaly passed through the, process of
chaag® have no disposition whatever to re-
trace their steps, Any othor impression can
tend only to mislead, and to obscure a discus:
sinn which ought to be conducted with a
full knowledge of all the facts, if it is not to
hecome aqually unprofitable and irritating.—
Boston Herald.

Winnipeg Wheat Inspection.

The following shows the number of cars of
wheat inspected at *Winnipeg for tho woeks
ended on the dates named, compared with
the number of cars inspected for the corres-
ponding woeks & year ago, as roported by
Inspactor Horn to the Board of Trado:

Grade. Nov, 238 Dee. 5 Dec. 12 Dec. 19. Dee 26.
Extra Man. Hd [ [ 7 12 14
Jo. 1 hard..... 79 58 107 8r 7
210 2 hard..... 41 31 47 39 33
No. 8 hard...., 19 8 23 20 11
No. 1 North'n 7 ] 11 4 2
No. 2 North'n 1 3 2 1 0
No. 3 North'n., 0 1 0 0 [
No. 1 white iyfs 0 0 0 0 0
No. 2 white tyle 0 0 ] [} 0
No. 18pring... 2 2 1 1 0
No. 2 Spring 0 0 ] b) 0
No. 1 teosted 12 17 12 14 1
No. 2 frosted 7 16 16 14 4
No. 3Frosted .. 3 2 2 4 0
No. 1 Refected, 8 5 9 7 4
No. 2Rejeoted 3 0 4 4 L}
NoGrade.cave 4 2 2 2 3
Feed ......... : 0 1 0 2 0

Total ...... 192 167 203 2n 146

ame week last

YEAL. ceees 227 238 231 357 352

*Wheat inspected at Emerson gomng out
via the INorthern Pacific to Duluth, is includ-
ed in Winnipeg returns. A considerable
portion of the wheat moving is inspected at
ggﬁe:v:lham, and does not show in theso

Hardware and Paint Trade.

Tho drop of 3o per gallon in refined potrol-
eum in Eastern Canada, a fow weeksago, was
notof very long duration, as the prico is up
again to the old fijures. United States vil
aiso advanced o per gallon in the east.

The Ontario government has decided to in-
vestigato the Sudbury coal fields again, this
time usinga diamond drill. W, W, Roche,
wmanager of the drill, bas been iustructed to
make & most claborate investigation, and to
make boringe for miles around, wherevor
there i3 any suspicion of coal, authracite,
anthraxolite, oy any other 2osly substance.



