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THE MANCHESIER SHIP CANAL.

The groatost work of the day, aud one of the
greateat engineering enterprises of rucent years,
has jast been completed in England.  We ro-
for to the Manchester ship caual, which was
formally opened on Dec. 7. The public opon-
ing will tako placo on New Yesr's day, and in
this connection it is of special intercst to Cana.
dians to know that ono of our veesels will bo
tho first to enter the canal and lend the pro-
cession to Mauchester. This honor falls to tho
Nova Scotia barque Sophio Wilhelmine, which
vessel is now in waiting with a load of lumber.

It is oloven years since the movement to con-
struct this great work took definite shape. The
firat step necessary was a charter, and this was
secured after great diffioulty, owing to the op-
peaition of railway and Liverpool Jock inter.
ests, It isaaid that it cost the dircotors one
and three quarter million dollara to get the
charter pased by Parlisment. In Canade
where chatters are graoted so freely, this will
seem a remarkable statement, and it would
stem to indicate the need of reform of some
kind in the British legislative system, when
such a statement can be made.  The capital
was secured in a variety of ways. Manchester
and other Laucasbire cities contributed large.
ly and private investors purchased shares. A
large number of shares wero taken by co-oper-
ative and workingmen’s societier. In 1887 the
capital was assurcd and the contract was let 1o
Thos. Walker. Leuder Williams, the great
English engipeer, it may be statcd here, was
the projector ot the scheme, and the engioeer
in charge. The expense of building the canal
was epormous. Over 11,000 men were at work
at one time, and the working plant alone cost
nearly $5,000,000. Mr. Walker, the original
contractor died shortly after the organizaticn

‘0! the work had been completed, und it was
* then taken up by the canal company. A point
. which will help to show the magaitude of the

undertakiog will be found in the statement
that 228 miles of railway were laid to aid in
the construction of the canal. Included in the
construction plant were 170 locomotives, 6,500
cars, 100 dredges, stc.

The total length of the caual is 353 miles.
The fall fcom the water level at Manchester to
the mouth at the Mersey is 603 feet. ‘There

; are four locks, each having a lift of something

over fifteen feet, The walls are of concrete, ex-
cept at the water line, where granite or lime.
atono is laid, as a protection from rubbing by
shipr, Theentire canal is practically one long
dock. The canal hasa widthof120feetandamean
depth of 26 feet of water. The Maschester
end for three and a half miles is 170 feet
wide. One of the greatest feats in connec-

- tion ‘with the canal is the swinging aqueduct

by which the Bridgewater ocanal is carried
across the Manchester canal. The total cost

+2 of the great work is about $75,000,000, of

which the city of Manchester contributed
The eity has a eontrolling

‘tures of the region.

“contained in the following statemont :

- with the report that the West will be satisfied

-truth in this statement. Yt was made, he says,

intorrst in'tho undertaking, and has several
ropresentatives on tho directorate.

Liko the construction of new railways iu
the Canodian Weat, new towns are springing
up along the caval. DBusiness was opened upon
n portion of the caval some months ago, and
an important town koown a. Saltport has since
grown up, with regular lines of steamers run
niog to home and foreign ports.

The infuenco of tho canal whea completed
will bo watchod withinterest. That it will be
a paying Investmont is considored certatn. Its
terminus is tho greatest n:annfactuving city in
the world, and it penetrates the most densely
populated portion of the kingdom. The popu
lation jmmediately tributary to the canal is
counted by millicns. It isasaid that one Gfth
of the population of England aro nearor to the
caual than any other ocean port.  The canal
passes through tho very heart of the indusirial
contre of Englaud, with its inillions of consum-
ers. It will ho used to bring in raw produots
Zor these great industries, fuod for tho vast
population concentrated in the district, and
provide a means of shipping out the msnufac.
A great saving in freight
charges and cost of handling will result, not
only in the cost of tranaferring the enormous
traffic to and from cars at Liverpool, but also
in the lower freight rates by tho canal, as com-
pared with the railway rates, -

Canadian trade with Eogland should be
stimulated by the completion of this great
traffic highway. Ships with our products will
then proceed direct to the hear: of the most
depsely populated portion of the kingdom,
saving railway freights and the transferring of
goods from anips to cars. Take the case of
Denmark, for instance, which is an active com.
petitor with Canada in the British markets in
cheese, butter and other praducts. Ships from
Denmark and other countries of northwestern
Europe would land ata North Sea port, and
their products will atill be subject to railway
freight rates to reach interior centresin Eng-
land, while Liverpool and the Manchester
canal points are the natural ports for vessels
from Carada. The opening of the canal will,
therefore, increase our ability to compete in
British markete, gainst certian foreign pro-
ducts, an well as against the Erglish furmer.

MR FOSTER MISREPRESENIED,

Hon., Mr. Foster, finance minister, writes
Tus CoMMERCIAL in rep'y to an article which
appearcd in this journal, in our issue of No.
vember 27. In discussing the result of the
Winnipeg election, THE CoMuERCIAL intimated
that Winnipeg had given « strong negative an-
swer to the statements of Mr. Foster, that the
West would be satisfied with a few minor re.
ductions in the tariff The portion of the arti.
cle which Mr. Foster particularly objects to is

¢ Finance Minister Foster has returned East

with a few minor reductions in tho tariff, Win.
nipeg thunders NO to this assertion.”

Mr, Foster says there is uot & particle of

during the contest in Winnipeg, as an election
cry, and he did not sappose it would be ser.

ously bolioved.

Tie CoMMERCIAL has no desire to misrepre’
sent Mr. Foster in this matter. That this jour.
nal is not animated by any party bias agaiost
Mr. Foster or his colleaguos, is well kaown to
all our ronders  We are not only williog, but
anxious to correct any wrong improssion which
may bo given throogh anythiog which may ap-
pear in this papor, in this as in any other mat-
ter. 'Tog CoMmencial formed its opinion of
Mr. Foster’s intontions rogarding the question
of tariff reform, from interviews with the
gentleman, published in eastern papers, and
from tolegraphic reports of statements alleged
to have been made by him. If tho finance
miunister has been misrepresented, it is not al-
together tho fault of Tue CosstErcIAL.  The
opinion was formed honestly, and in fact no
other ‘opiafcn could have been arrived at, from
reading somo of these interviews. Ve did not
notico that they had been repudiated by Mr.
Foster, and therefore accepted them as genuine
exproseions of his views upon the question of
tariff reform. \We are glad now to know from
Mr. Foster porsonally, that ho repudiates the
alleged interviews with him, published in the
Empire and ather journals, for such we would
take the substanco of his denial to mean. He
does not tell Tur CoMMERCIAL exactly what his
views are as to tarift reform in the ‘West, hut
this we could hardly expect him to do.  The
proper time to do this will be when he iriro.
duces his tariff measure in Parliament. He
states, however. that what he did say was
quite different from what we were lod to believe
he hnd eaid. It is gratifying to have this much
from Mr. Foster. Tue CoMMERCIAL will now
await, more hopefully, the public presentation
of his forthcoming tariff reform bill.

FURTHER UNITED STATES TARIFF
CHANGES,

A large number of changes have already been
sonounced in the original draft of the Wileon
tariff bill. The date in which the bill is to go
into effect, has been changed from March 1 to
June 1. The changes announced in the duties
are namerous. The most importast one for
Canada, so far made, is in lumber, which it is
now proposed to make dutiable at the rate of
50 cents par 1,000 feet for planed on one side ;
§1 per 1,000 feet planed vn two sides, and $1.50
when planed on two sides and tongued and
groved. Malt is advanced from 20 per cent. to
23 per ceat. Petroleum is to be admitted free
from countries admitting similar products from
the United States free of duty. Many more
modifications may be made in the bill before it
becomes law.

TARIFF REFORY ONLY.

A portivn of the eastern press seems either
inteuntionally or tarough ignorance to misuader.
stand the verdict returned by the people of
Winnipeg in the late parliamentary election
here. Thess papers talk about the school
question as though it was the real issue in the
contest. Theso journals should be informed
that the school question had nothing whatever
to do with the case, It was simply “not in it”
atall,  The tariff way the sole and only ques-.
tion at issue, and the verdict was a atraight
one for tariff reform.  Mr. Martin no doubt




