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year, owing to the drought. For the
present year it is safe to say there wiil be
a very great increase in the exports, com-
pored with which the showing for the fis.
cal year of 1887 will be but a drop in the
bucket. In 1886 thé exports reached
their maximum during the month of
Septs aber, when they were $231,241.
In 1887 the waximum month was
August, with exports of $228,128. This
was owing to the carlier harvest in 1887.
The minimum month for exports was April
in both years, when the amount got down
to about $7,000 ensh year. Tmportsshow
nothing like the variation from month to
month that is found in the figures of ex-
ports. ‘Thus in dutiable goods the largest
imports for 1887 were in June, when
they reached $197,583, and the lowest in
January, when they were $67,533.

WHEAT STATISTICS,

Of all subjects which are considered
statistically, wheat takes the lead, whether
considered from a point of gencral inter-
est, from the quantity of statistics avail-
able, or from the puzzling nature of the
mass of “information” presented in fig-
ures. These statistics are capable of be-
ing presented by the professional manipu-
lator so as to prove a perfect glut or 2
famine, according to the bullish or bearish
proclivities of the pperator. Those who
have not given a great deal of atteution
to the wheat question, may be easily led
astray Ly a little manipalation of statis-
tics. It is best therefore not to readily
form opinions and draw inferences from
what appears to be a remarkably clear
and convincing presentation of the situa
tion. Great progress has certainly been
made during the past few years in col-
lecting wheat statistics, but the work has
by no means been yet reduced to a
scicnce. There is room for a great deal
of improvement, which will have to he
accomplished before the figures furnished
can be relied upon as accurate. Some
lines of statistics, such for instance as the
visible supply statement, are no doubt
correct enough as far as they go, Lut so
far as furnishing a key to the situation is
concerned, they are only of auxiliary im-
portance. Tt is only when taken in zon-
nection with many othor statisties, many of
which are but approximations at best,
that the visible supply statement is of
great value. Alone it is almost worthless,
and to the imperfectly informed person
may prove very misleading. How unre-
liable crop reports may be has been dem-

-ern Canada.

onstrated from the oflicial returns made
by the United Siates agricultural bureau
for 1886. From the quantity of wheat
markoted it has been shown bLeyond a
doubt, that the oflicial estimates were
astray about 30,000,000 bushels in the
spring wheat figures. Do 1ot therefore
plac: implicit faith in wheat statistics,
especinlly when applied to crops which
sre not yet harvested.

OUR SURPLUS COMMODITIZS.

1f everything goes well for the balance
of the season, Manitoba and the adjoin-
ing territory will have a much larger
amount of produce to export this year
than ever before in the history of the
country. In fact the exports of former
years will be meagre indeed, in compari-
son with the probable exports for the
present year. In our first great product
of wheat and wheat flour, the exports
promise to be very large from the crop of
1887, and probably double what they
were last year. The lowest estimate of
the surplus wheat which will be available
for export, yiven by any person in a posi-
tion to make such a statement, is 6,000,-
000 bushels. Other estimates run con-
siderably over this figure. But even tak-
ing the lowest amount, the showing will
be very satisfactory. Since last year a
number of new roller process flour mills
have been established, from which it is
safe to infer that a greater proportion of
wheat than ever before will be ground
in the country. = Available markets for
wheat and flour are too well known to re-
quire = reference here.

But whilst Manitoba has made progress
in whoat-growing and milling, still greater
progress has been made in other direc-
tions, including mixed farming. Of other
grains besides wheat the province will
have a surplus of both barley and oats.
Of oats there will be enough over local
consumption to supply the western terri-
tories, where the grain is not yet produced
in sufficient quantities to fill require.
mente. The three oatmeal mills in the
province will also manufacture for export
probably to British Columbia and East-
The sample is excellent,
and the mills will have no trouble in
tu~ning out a irst-class article. Even
with this distribution, there will likely
be a further surplus to be disposed of.
The barley crop may not turn out a very
good sample as regards color, owing to re-
cent rains, but it is not yet known just
how this will be, as samples have not yet

commenced to come in. Prices for bar-
ley were very low last season in Toronto,
and if this fall and winter does not show
an improvement in outside markets, it is
not likely that this grain will be exported
to any oxtent, as it could be used to bot-
ter advantage at home for feed  All root
and vegetable crops will be very large.
Potatoes will be an enormous crop, and
as the crop promises to be light in East-
era Canada, owing to drought, it would
not be a matter of surprise should Mani-
toba export a considerable quantity of
potatoes eastward from the crop of 1887.
There will certainly be a sufficient surp.
lus of potatoes and other vegetables to
abundantly supply the importing districts
of the western territories and British
Columbia.

So rauch for the direct products of the
soil. Next it: importance comes the pro-
ducts of the dairy. Cheese making has

received a considerable impetus this seas-
on, aud the pasturage has been excellent.
Manitoba can produce cheese of unequal-
led quality in richness and flavor, the
natural prairie grasses possessing the pro-
perties to a large extent wost favorable
to cheese making. The excellence of our
product is already commencing to be re-
cognized abroad, and a market is now be-
ing opened in British Columbia. Instead
of importing cheese as heretofore, Mani-
toba will this year have a surplus, pro-
bably sufficient to supply the country
westward to the Pacific coast. Al pres-
ent prices in the east, checse could be
profitably sxported from this province to
Montreal and Liverpool.

In butter there will be a considerable
surplus for export, sufficient to supply
the country westward to the coast, and
perhaps even greater than this. Butter
is now strong and high in the east, and a
good profit could be realized from exports
to Eastern Canadian cities. A consider-
able export movement has been going on
all the season from the prevince, to points
west as far as Vietoria, B.C. In butter
there is great room for improvement,
both in quality and mode of packing,
these things being the only drawbacks,
There need be no fears as to the finding
of a profituble market for butter, if the
quality and mode of preparing for market
is rvight.  Manitobans, however, have
rauch to learu in this respect. Until the
mode of manufacture is changed, so that
the butter will be produced largely in fac-
tories, there will always be more or less
trouble about dispesing of a considerable
portion of the product The advantages
derived from the factory, or creamery
process are, that butter of a uniform yual-
ity can be turned out, whilst a uniform
mode of packing can also be followed.
There are several other articles available
for export, to which curtaved space pre-

vents & reference.



