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year, owing to the drought. For the
prosenit year it ie safo te say there wili ho
it very great ineceaso in the exports, coin-
pored with which the showing for the fis-
cal year of 1887 will bo but a drop in the
bucket. In 1886 tleu exporta reachied
titeir maximum during the month of
Septe.jber, wimon they were $231,241.
la 1887 tlie mnaximum mnon';h was
August, with experts of $228,128. Titis
was owing, to the earlior harvest in 1887.
The minimumt rontlî for exports wvas April
in both ye:trs, %vlien tho aniount got down
to, about $7,000 ea'ilî year. Importas how
nothing like the variation froin montit te
niontit that is found in the figures of ex.
ports. Thus in dutiabie gonds the largest
imports for 1887 were in Junte, wliea
tbey reaulhed $197,583, and the iowest in
January, whea tlîey wvere $67,533.

Wff E&T STATISTICS,
0f ail sulijeets whichi are considered

statistically, wvheat takes the Joad, wlîether
considered frorn a point of general inter-
est, froni the quantity of statistics avai
able, or front the puzziing nature of the
mass of «,information" pr.*sented in fqg-
ures. Thepse statistics are capable of ho-
ing presented by the professional inanipu-
lator se as te, prove a perfect, glut or a
famine, aceording te the bullii or bearishi
preclivities of tlîejoperator. Those who
have not given a great deal of attention
te the wlîeat question, may hie easily led
astray by a Iittle manipulation of statis-
tics. It le best therefore not te readily
forrn opinions and draw inferences from
wlîat appears te ho a reniarkably ecar
and eonvincin.- presentation of the situa
tien. Great progress bas eertainiv been
nmade duriing the past fewv years in col-
iectiug wvheat statis tics, but the work has
by ne uteaus been yet redueed te a
scicnce. 9'here is rmont for a great deal
of inîprovemeut, whieh wili have te ho
aecomplislied before the figures~ furnislied
can be relied upon as accurate. Soi-ne
lines o! statistics, sncb for instance as the
visible supvly statement, are ne doubt
correct enougi as far as they go, but se
far as furnishing a key te the situation is
eonceruied, they are only of auxiiiary imi-
portance. Tt is only wliîe taken in 2on-
nectien wvith many othcûr st;îsistics, many r,£
which are but approximations at best,
that the visible supply statemeut is of
gîieat value. .A.one it i4almosa worthless,
and !to the inîperfeetly informed person
may prove very misles.ding. How unre-
liable crep reporte inay lie bas been detm-

onstrateci freont the officiai, returns miade
hy tue United States agricuitural bureau
for 1886. Front the quantity of wh'at,
niarkoted it lias been shown heyoud a
doubt, titat the officiai estinmates wero
astray about 30,000,000 bushiels iii the
spring wvheat figures. D)o i.ot tîmerofore
plac-. iupieit faitit iii wheat, statistics,
especiaily ivhen applied te crope wvlicli
are net yet harvestcd.

OURI SURPLUS CONIODITIES.
If everytlîing gees well for the balance

of tho season, Manitoba and tho adjoin-
ing territory will have a much larger
aniouuit of produce te expert titis year
than over hefore in the history of the
country. In fact the exporta o! fermer
years wiil ho mea-re indeed, in compari-
son %vitli the probable exports for the
preserît year. lut our first great product
of wheat and wheat flour, the exports
promise te be very large freint the crop of
1887, and probably double wvhat they
were iast year. The iowest estimate o!
the surplus wvheat wvhielh will be aviailable
for expert, given by any person in a posi-
tion te, makre sucli a statement, is 6,000,.
000 bushels. Other estimates run cou-
siderahly over tbis figure. But even tak-
ing the lowest amount, the showing will
bc very satisfactery. Since last year a
number of ne% relIer process fleur milis
have heen estabiisiied, front which it is
safe te infer that a greater proportion of'
wheat than ever hefore xvili be ground
in the country. .Available markets for
wheat and foeur are tee wc*ll kuown te re-
quire a reference hiere.

But whilst Manitoba bas nmade pregress
iu wh, 3tgrowing and rnilling, still greater
progress lias beeni made- in other direc-
tiens, inciuding mixed farming. Of other
grainse besides wvheat the province wvill
have a surplus of beth barley and oatq.
0f oats there ivili be enough over local
ceusumption te supply the western terri-
tories, where the grain is netyet produced
in sufficient quantities te fi1 require.
nients. The three oatmeal mille in the
province wili aise manufacture for expert
prohabiy te British 'Dolumbia and East-
ern Canada. The sainple is excellent,
and the nis wili have ne trouble in
tu-niîg out a îirst-elaçs article. Even
with tîtis distribution, tliere wiii likely
bie a further surplus te o bciisposed oi.
The barley erop ruay net turu eut a very
good saruple as regards celer, owing te re-
cent raine, but it is net yet known just
how this will he, as saniples have net, yet

commened te corne in. Pricce for bar-
loy were very low last soason in Toronte,
and if titis fail andl wviter docs net show
an iniprvemnt iu outsido mîarkets, it ie
net likely that this grain wvill ho exported
te any extemit, as it couid ho usçd te bot-
ter advantoge at home for fced AIl root
and vegetablo crops wvili ho very large.
Potatees wvill bc an enormous crop, and
as tho crop promises te hoi lighit lu East-
crui Canada, owing te drouglit, it wouid
net ho a inatter of surprise shouid Mani-
toba expert a considerable quautity o!
potatoes castward front the crop of 1887.
Thero xviii certaiuiy ho a suflicient surp-
lus o! potatees and other vegetabies te,
abuudantly supply tue iînporting districts
of the w~estrnî territories and British
Columbia.

Se înuch for the direct produets of the
soi]. Next ir. importance cernes the pro-
ducte of the dairy. Cheese inaking, las'
received a censiderable impetus titis seas-
on, aiid the pasturage lias heen excellent.
Manitoba eau preduce cheese o! unequal-
led quality in riclinese anîd flavor, the
naturai prairie grasses possessing the pro.
perties te a large extent meet favorable
te, cheese nîakinig. The excellence of our
product is already commeucing te be re-
cogiized abroad, and a market is now ho-
iug opened in British Columbia. Iustead
o! iinporting cheese as heretofore, Mani-
teba will this year have a surplus, pro.
hab]y sufficient te supply the country
westward te the Pacifie coast. At pres-
eut prices in the east, cheese could ho
protitaiby axported fromn this; province te,
Montreai and Liverpool.

lu butter there wiil hoe a considerable
surplus for expert, suffliient te suppiy
the country westward te the ceast, and
perliaps even (treater titan tItis. Butter
is uow streng4 and hili in the east, and a
gond profit could le realized froin experts
te Eastern Canadiani cities. A cortsider-
able expert mevement lias been going on
aIl the season freint the province, te pointe
wvest as lar as Victoria,. B.0. In butter
thero le great mont for improvenient,
both in quaiity and mode o! packing,
tiiese things being the ouly drawbacks,
Tliere need ho ne fears as te, the flndingîo! a profitable market fur butter, if the
quaiity and mode o! preparing for miarket
is riglit. MianitÀebans, however, have
macit te icarîs in thie respect. lJntil the
mode of manufacture is cltanged, s0 thiat
the butter wiiI ho produced iargely ii ac-
tories, thrre wvill always ho nmûre or lese
trouble about dispcsîng of a considerable
portion of the product The advautagps
deriv.ed froni the factory, or creamery
proccss are, that butter of a unifom quai-
ity eau ho turued eut, whilst a uniformn
mode bo! packing eau aise ho foliowed.

iThere are severai otîter ax*icies available
for expert, te, which curtaisèd space pro-
vent-, a referenep. p


