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? The editor of THE CRITIC is xuﬁondble for the views expressed in Editorial Notes and
¥ drticles,and for such only ; but the editor is not to be underatood as endorsing the senti-
ments exp d in the articles contributed to this journal. Uurreaders are capable of
sppraving or disapproving of any part of an article ur cuntents of the paper, and after

uercising due care aa to what is to appeat in our colutuns, we shallleave the rest to their
fatelligent judgment

EDITORIAL NOTES.

It is difficult to credit the correctness of the paragraphs which state
wyenteen years in gaol and a fine of $20,800, to have been the penalty
imposed on a Wichita (Kansas) drug sture clerk for the sale of 208 glasses
o beer. If this iniquity be as stated, Prohibitionists should blush at the
existence under their auspices of a law so vindictive and ferocivus that the
most savage avenger of brutality could scarcely wish a higher puwer where-

. with to deal with murder, arson or rape.

. A work which will take rank as a standard with DeTocqueville's,
\ Guizol's, Prevost-Paradol’s, and Montalembart’s, has been written by the
i Comte de Franqueville, “ Le Gouverncment et le Parlement Lritanniques,”
i and is highly spoken of by English reviewers as deep, calm, judicial and ex-
{ baustive.  The Comte's estimate of English political sentiment and institutions
generally is high and flattering, but he falls into a strain of severe criticism
when he refers to the blundenng, verbose and confused methods of legisla-

}
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g ton of the British Parliament,

We have mote than once alluded to the tendency of piuphecy to incline
m_anhnd to rush in the direction of fuifilment. It decply behooves the
thinker to sct himself firmly against that tendency. Because Mr, Sherman
bas prophesied that within ten years Canada will be represented cither at
estminster or at Washington, both those who affect the United States

L
L.
and those who desire Imperial Federation, ate carried away by the idea.
Canada has suffered much from the premature furcing of impcstant
questions. Imperial Federation, should it be brought home to Canadians
t 88 the most desirable (as we think it is), is in its infancy. On the other
g hand let our people think well how they would like their superior political
istitetions and their higher morality to be subordinated to Amencanism,

e

sace and religivus tssues taised by him and M Mercier.

A contemporary sententivusly ubscrves, aptupus of the violent utter-
ances of some American politicians : —** A great nation dragged down and
disgraced by demagogues is like unto the royal body of Herod devoured
and befouled by parasilic worms."”

Curreney has been given to a story that an officer of the York and Lan-
caster left Halifax for an excursion westward, and surreptitiously embarked
for England at Rimouski, leaving debts uupaid. We have heard it empha-
tically denied that any such case occurred. We do not profess to know
where the truth lies, but it strikes us that if a civilian had done what has
been charged his name would have been given to the public. If the case
has really been as stated, it would be only fair 1o other officers of the regi-
ment that the rame of the defaulter should be given.

“ Mugwump " is nota pretty word, but it cmbodies a sound principle, and
stands for the name of a party which is as near to purity of ideal as anything
in American politics is likely to be for some time to come. The New York
Star significantly calls them “the Protestants of Politics.” The revolt of
these Independents four years ago secuted the Lriumph of a woral principle
in the election of Mr. Cleveland, and they are now disappointing the expecta-
tions of these who hoped that the moral reaction had spent itself, by opposing
the corrupt Democrat Governor Hill in New York while supporting Mr.
Cleveland for the Presidency.

‘The curiously splenctic strictures of a contemporary on the army last
week, were fulluowed up by direct charges of gross misbehaviour at the
Academy, on the part of officers of the 76th  We have taken somc pains
to gather information on this matter, and what we learn leaves the impres-
sion that whatever took place was a good deal exaggerated, and observed
with what, taken in connection with the previoufarticle, looks like prejudice.
Many persons who were present declare tnat they were unaware of the
occurrence of anything noticeable. How isit, ifthere was marked misbehav-
iour, that it escaped the notice of the other d.ily and evening papers?

It would scem that Mr. Haggzart, the new Postmaster-General, is a Minis-
ter to whum the public may look for much needed refurms.  He has already
effected one, of the unnecissary restrictt ns of Registration Stamps.  The
next shuuld bic that of the vexatious, and, we shoald think, expensive regu-
latuon by which letters acuideutaldy uudes staunped are sent to the Dead-
Latter Office.  We have frequenily pointed out how serious a matter this
might be in the case of an important business letter. The third should-be
the reduction of the three cent rate to two cents.  Surely, with our rapidly-
growing population, this mignt now be ventured upon, even if it should
entail some loss fur two or three years.

There i> much debate afout as to what it is guod tu learn at school, and
what may be as well let alone as inessentiat for the future. 1t is certain that
a deep knowledge of classics is of real avail in after life to but one in a
thousand , but a kaowledge of the rudiments of Latin and Greek grammar,
of the Greek alphabet, and of a list of Greck roots used as the basis of
scientific terms, is of daily wtility. And as we have urged before, a know-
ledge of the Laun grammar would render superflucus the pedantic and
complicated stuff called gramwar, with wlich the hecads of unfortunate
children are daily dazed and addled, and with the resu!t that not one child
in a .housand cither speaks or writes decent English.

Mr. Lepine, the Labur Candidate (supported by the Conservative
vote,, hasbeen rcturned to the Federal Patliament fur Montreal East, in the
room of the late Mr. Coursol, by a large majority. It is not often that,
in rccording the results of an clection, we make any comment on it, but we
confess to a feciiug of satisfuciion ia this event, vt accoant of the pronounced
disloyalty to the Dominion uf the naiivnalist csndidate, aad the disgraceful
The faction is
worthy of its patron, St. Rid], the memury of whose sacred gibbet has been
s0 serviceable to M. Mercicr in agitating his frothy and sputtering clientéle,
that he really ought, as he issuppused w bz in favor at the Vatican, to make
an cffort to procure the canonization of the defunct patriot.
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BRITISH CONNECTION AND SUPPORT.
“Mr. J. H. Long, of Peteibord’, Ont, has addressed an able letter to

a0d what sort of third-rate position our promnent public men would occupy | The Globe, deprecating aa unfait its frequent insinuations that Britaiu will
at Washingtun. We have now before us the discreditable outcome of the | not stand by Canada

* But the great lesson of the crisis® is, in Mr. Loog’s

Amxrican quadrenmial turmonl, let ii sink deep iu our minds, and let us at opinion, ‘that Canada's pusition can never be satisfactory unless she can of
the ame time call to mind our vast territory and resources, and say whethier ; right call upon the Empire for armed support.  And Canada csn never do

_ & country with so finc a psomise of the future as a great nation, will choose
any secondary position.

|

this until she is willing to contrib.tc a fair share tuwards the maintenance,
on & peace footiag, of the Imperinl flect.” In counclusion Mr. Long admits



