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with:the old smooth bore pop-guus) out of
an 00240 steamar, than it was formerly to
make a thicty six gun frigata oatof awmer

chiantman, a fet which, in pont of {act, we
supp was never attempted. 1t1s true
thut o small:crew with a few of the accurate
sbooting heavy guns of the present day, can
do.more cxecution than a large ship's com:
pany could in former times witha number
of amall smooth bores; but the very fuct
thut such is the case, only mukes the for-
mer organization, comparatively speaking.
the essier to estxbligh, and, therefore, ten.de
to dimninish ite cowparative importance a3 »
warlike appliance.

This lewds 10 observe, in canzlusion, that
the Guestion of thHd armament of our unar
mruréd vessels’ cannot be properly denit
with'until tué Admiralty decide wha steps
they'dre going ‘to tuké in the direction »f
tiuking Up “and xtmiisg merchunt stenmers
in the eVent of war,” Attention hus ulready
beén diréoted in these columas 10 the grent
importance of  this subject, and we hope
that now that we are to huve & separate de-
partinent st the Admiraliy for Nuval Re
serves, that some definite action may speed
ily be'taken in the Mmiattér; 80 that in the
event of war we may ‘bé able (0 o.tiin
from‘the Mercantila ‘Marine not me ely »
reserve of seameii, but also & reseive of
swift iinvimored corveties and sto ps. Con
sidering the Iarge number of war vessels
which could beextemporived in this way it,
obvionsly depends to somo exfent on the
sarmaugients which could be put on’ hoard
them, what are the best kinds of armxv
ments for those unarmored vessels which
we permanently maintain in the Royal
Navy.

ENGLAND AND THE CONTISENT.

, (Frotn Broad Brrow.)

By no:circle.of English society outside
the diplomatic sphere .c:an the rapid succes-
sion of continental events be more snxious*
Iy, watched than.sy that classof readers to
which we specislly .address ourselves—by
the members of those kindred- professions
op whom the burdes of mmintaining the
national henour. inevitably devolves when-
ever the keener xrbitration of the sword
is. substituted for the circuitous diplo
macy of the pen, None =are more
thoroyghly: counvinced of tho ultimate
repud: o of the non-inteivention
dootrine than thoes tre lustory of
whose existence is a direct libel upon its
eflicacy, and.who watch witha jealous eyo
any line of policy which tends 10 the dero*
.gation of that honour which they and their
predecessors 1n.arms have so nobly sustain®
ed. English Listory since the date of Lord
Palmerston's death presents to such obser:
vers many. pas tron which they must
esgerly avert their gaze, and the interval
whick bas elapsed since th t grand old man
was. b

was _[w'odipvwgc}qﬁﬁ.aler Abbey besidea
geveration’of statesmen of which he was in
many senses ihe last representative, is as-
sociated #ith Temiaisccnoes other than at-
tractive .{o_the martial mind. Itis noy,
Lowever, with retrospect that we propose to
deil oo the present oocssion. Qur busi
ness is solely with the present, and the fu-
ttire 30 faf a8 it can be diviaed. and tew will
be found to aseert that the theme is from &
militdty aspect ati unfruitful one. The
manifest ifregoncileableness of the nin‘in-
térvention theory with our ascendancy in
the eomity of nations This. received more
thati one forcible illusiration within the last
decads, and we would obly observe in pass
iog thet 3 & man who lives upon his oapic

t) 18 apt to extauast 1t 0 A nation aluch
depends sulely for 1na muntenanse of it
wfluence and eepuiation upon  the pres-
tige it his acquused tncurs risk of  sul
ferng by a mitigntion of tlat prestige
throvgh the destructive 1uflienco of thny
apon the memory ol mwmkind . people in
short are apt to requiro pracuical demoustra
tion of the truth of equivacil theones.

No observer who explores the future by
the light of tha present, ¢ contemplite
without sertous concern the positon winch
Englund may be called upon to assame, on
the srrival of thit continentdd crisis whose
premonitory imlications have already bren
{requently discussed. DPerhaps, to speak
mose correctly, washioull say thit we nre
actuedly in the midat of a revolution, the
first stags of winch has Leen comploted,
whilst the seconid is yot before us,  What-
ever view m.y hiva heen eutertamed re-
gardinyg the ttle of Great Brivan to exenp
tion from pasticipation 1 the lata Franco-
Germin war, we cannot but anticipite o
rast preponderance of opinion mn fuvour ot
her rtight to act, should a like struzgle
prove :he issun of future comphicitiong, the
result of which might proluce crusequences
futal 10 her higher interests.  Tuw oliitora:
tion of Fruce irom the map of Europe.
would bo productive of evils waich Enyge
land, despite her isnlated position, would
be the fitsL to expertence. [t would mean
nothing more or less thaa a deuwdly how at
the grand principla of Liberalism, of which
France was the nursing mether, and of
which the Germanyof tod.y is the bitterest
epemy. Ina pumplet remarkable for much
cogency of reasonng, Al sldressoil by
Professor Beesley lour years npo to the
working clusses o' England, it was urgeid,
with as much tiuth as force, that the whole
Liberal sympathies of Englind must even:
tually gravitate of necessity towards that
oation, which is tho representative of Liber-
alism on the Continent of BEuroype,and which
presents tho sole formidable bulwork
against the absolutism which is symbolised
in theGerman Empire. Il isto be rememn:
uered that such an issue as the annihilation
of either force was not involved inthe strug:
gle so receatly concluded. OfF the pretexts
for hostilities, such ns they were, the world
was at liberty to lorin its own opinion, and
abide with curiosity tho result which could
at the worst be but the temporary humiha:
tion of either: but the first shot fired upon
the Rbino in a new contest would be of por-
tentous significance to Europe. It would
havean interest forEugland in no way infers
or to that wliich attended tho campaigns of
Wellinglon in the Pentnsula, when Great
Britain was at war with that terrible usurp
er who hvd no otlier scl:emne for consolidate
ing his power than that of conquest and ex:
termination. The outbreak of such & war
as that to which the policy of Gormany is so
obriously tending, would be the scverest
test of the doct:ine of non inlervention that
the zge could supply, and the triumph of
the doctrine would, in the event of Geraan
snccess, have the cftect of pamlysing our
influence in the council of ntitions. Tha
effect upon.our Liberal instituticas would
be similar to that wrought in a converss
sense by the first French Ruvolution,
with this wide dillcrence, that the
lagter. notwithstanding the l-menrations
of Burke, was =a permanent good, anl
the former woulid bLe a permanent
evil, whilst the irreparable rum of our
reputation would ot be witiout disastarous
influenco upon truda.

The large proportion of German sympa”

the Caonel was aticihutable to the dexiee
ity of Lploan ey wach pl .cs 1 Franes in the
arong, the plasiiliy of the pley of Ger:
mn aaity, wineh, ike the slav sry cry of the
American wir, won miny adherents ; and

y sbovo all those seducuve military alvan

tages of numbess, gengralship, anl organi-
z«tinn which inspired & nmitural feeling of
admiration in our osn Army anl Ny,
Wo are not gring to awaken contravaray by
toucting further upon u subject which his
pussed into a cliwpter ef history, tho igh wy
mght tnko the opportunity 10 test L in®
tegrty of Gorm i policy 13 the past by rae
flections upon Garma policy now 5 but i
the sime wminuer a4 the circumstances
lendinz to & renewl of the struggle wonld
he ditturent, so English sympathy, unless
we aro proatly mistuken, woull he tidely
dilforeat nlso.  When the war of 1870 broke
upun Europe, ordinary observers were totds
ly unprepared for the storm,and having bis
stowed little or no nttention upsn the sub

tle current of diplomacy, the pablic accepte
el ynetty re dily the doctrines presented to
them ULy the aeversl disputants; vut the
appaliag catistraphe ot Sedn. aud the un-
oxpected  humilintion of the lirst military
Power of Europe, have clothed the relas
tinna of Frunce nnd Germany with = general
interest which formerly they hid not poss
sessed, aud public opinton is better informs
ed of the pusition of affurs batwaea our two
powerful neighbours, lence the attempt
of the Germmn Ch icellor 10 embroil Fraues
and lwly on the question of the resiitution
of Nice. the pragumatical course alopted by
him in respect of the FrenchUltrvuontanes,
and the esger vecoguition of the Spanish
Government, presuwtbly with the ulterior
design of ubetung its claims upon France,
are all sufliciently demonstrative of the
quarter from which agression will come
should the eruption of hostilities disturd
the peace of Europe, aud will tend, ns sub
sidiary to the reasons already stated, to
direct both sympthics and the i..terests of
Great Britain from their former chaunel,

. Those of our contemporaries who wilfully
ignore, or endezvor to explain away, thess
facts in a spirit of subseiviency to the
strong, are the worst enemies of their coun:
try, even though their courssis perfocily
consistent with that adopted by them on
the-occusion of the -Austro-Prussian raid
upon Denmuark. Prince Bismirck bas cer
taiuly some reason to complain of his friends-
when, rather than justify Lis measures, they
prefer to repudiste them and seek to im*
Fose upon ths ingenuousness of the public
by disavowic 3 acts which are evident to the
shailovest observer It is quite poasible
that the astute German Chancellor, if he
wers (0 design an opinion on the subject,
would prefer the windicition of proceed:
ings which,ia thouyesof the world, oaly sul-
for by an atempt at suppresssion.

The question which England will hive to
answer should war break out before France
is on terms of equality with her neighbor, is
whother she will or will not permzanently
abdicate ber position amangst leading na-
tions and assume % suborhinitle place'with
its concomitant train of practical evils;
whether her cause -is or not identitied with
the cause of feudilism and »bsoluiiim ia
Europe, with compulsory militicy sérvice
a»ud the forfeiture of civil liberties ; whether
hor interests on the continent are more
faithfully reflacted by French or Germasn
enterprise ; snd, above all, whethor the ab
sorption of either is favorable to that uni~*
versal tresdlom, oa behalf of which she uas

thisers during the late war on this side of
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80 often made hec. vaoioe hesrd and hisr.arm
folt. Theso a3e momentous oonsidecations



