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But the articlo which perhaps carties with
it tho lifo and living interest of the dry toa
greater extent thnn any other, is Lieut, Col
Denison’s * Moral of tho Autumn Manoeu
vres.'” O course his remarks tend most to
the clucidation of cavalry problems, but
theso also necessarily bear on ollier branches
of {he service and aro of tho highert-interest
to nll military readers. We will not spoil
tho pleasure to be derived from the perusal
of tiiem by a singlo quotation, meorely re-
marking that the results of cerlain observa-
tions on cavalry charges during the lato
Franco-Prussian war ara such as o astound
even the most implicit believers mn the
powers of Lreech-loaders. Uf course Col.
Denison sums up against heacy cavalry,

His last paragraph is pregnant with
weighty words of warning, and wo most
enrhestly commend it to our readers and to
all classes of tho community. A nation in
whose legislature has been advanced the
proposition that the mere existence of Brit-
ish territory to the north of them isanag
gravation and an obstacle to friendly rola.
tions, will put to tho test all the patriotism
we may possess whenever a favorable oppor
tunity occurs.

Tho Book Reviews and Lilerary Notes are
interosting—one painfully and agreeably so
—as showing the rapid progress made in do-
filing the purity of the English lunguage by
the teeming productlions of numberless vul.
garisms, each oneviler than tho last, origin
atibg accross the line, and thence oozing in
streams of contamination to the Canadian
side of the border. Nevertheless, apart
from this view of the question, Dr. Schile de
Veris® * Americanisms” is doubtless an
amusing as well as instructive work.

The poctical morccaur ure some of them
ahove theaverage of merit of such produc-
tions. * Love in Death,"” a quatrsin from
Catullus, is tender and graceful. A transia.
tion from Lucretins has the always accept
able merit of perspicuity. Mr. J. Reade's
“Paolo nnd Frances:a™ is not ungraceful
and is not wanting in force. We would here
take the liberly of cautioning Mr. Keade,
who has a more thin an ordinary share of
tho divino efflatus, against his propensity to
imitate Tennysen in his worse point—his
tendency to a misty and sometimes almost
meaningless verbinge.

*March:ng out” is spirited and the senti-
ments appropriate, but we confess to liking
Chas. Sangster’s *Mocking Bird™ better
than all the rest put together. It is a per
fect sush of mclodious imagery. Altogether
we heartily congratulate the managers of
the ** Canadian XMonthly™ on its first number
believing that it will supply that great desi
deratum in the new Dominion—a really fist
class magnzine.

Baron Rothschild is by far the largest win-
ner of stakes in 1871. With three of lus

horses alone he has won £22,230, made up
as follows: Hannah, £13,370; Favonious,
£5,5%90; and Corisande, £3,510.
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TACTICS.

It is very diflicult to wean ol soldiors
fromn n system they have been nurtured in;
and when the practical test of systom has
rosulted favourably, old soldiers carry oul
the conservative principle of lelting well
alone. ) .

‘I'ho British Army made rapid progress in
military art at the commencement of tha
present century, It may be said that we
took n step in advance of Continental
armies. Lino formations were probably first’
introduced ‘in consequence of the numeri
cal weaknoss of British forces ; but, thanks
to tho splendid physigue, cooluess and
bravery of our infantry, it became the regu.
Intion order of battle ; more than that, by
Sir John Moore's advice, munks were redue.
ed from three to (wo deep. Now, if firearms
in tho day alluded to had posscssed long
rango or accuracy, Continental nations
must have either copied our tactical order
or have met British troops at a great disad
vantage : bul fire.arms could only bo rehed
upon at very shoit ranges, and from their
want of accuracy men twere trained to fire
st gtraight to their front.”* Dritish infuntry
was moro renowned for reserving s five till
in contact with its enemy and charging with
the bayonet, than for a quick, well directed
fire from its deployedline. This increased
development of firo was by no means thrown
away ; on thocontrary, it was husbanded by
keeping up perfect alignment and regulated
intervals, so that no shot might stray from
the intended dircction —viz,, tho imaginary
line at right angles to alignment—or be
lost by the ovsrlapping of battalions. Sill if
a position Iiad to bo # cirried,” the bayonet
was the only weapon believed in by Dritish
commanders. IHence it happened that our
greas instructor and master, the Duke of
Wellington, was averso (o the introduction
of rifles. Sir Charles Napier predicted the
ruin of the British Army if men were taught
to trust in the efficacy of fire-armns, and lost
tho habit of closing with their enemy; and
still more recently a great tactician, lord
Clyde, was with difliculty brought to believe
in the superiority of a highly-finished fire-
arm of precision over the rough smooth-
bore —so hard it is atan advanced nge to
eradicate the impression of aiife’s cduea
tion. But in justice one must remember
also that the rifles first ipvented had their
weak points.

It 19 a strong reflection that the first
blot in our soldiers’ education was hit by a
tribe of savages, and that a severe lesson,
learnt ut the Capo of Good Iope at a heavy
loss, was actuallv repeated by another trive
of savages in Nes: Zealand. In ecach in-
stance for a time British troops entirely lost
their prestige, their education was at fault,
The individual soldier twas a perfect
picce of mechanism, but the machkine
had to be disintegrated—in other words,
the serried rank had to revolve [itself
into inteligent skirmishers, and till these
could be tmined the savage triumphed.

At the Cape, as usual, men rose cqual
to thke occasion. Notably Sir W. Eyre
introduced 4 mostenlightened lightinfantry
dritl in the 73rd Regiment, but radical faults
arenot to be corrected in u day. Subordi
nates, when once taught to obey, mecheni-
cally understand that their mental energy
is purposely restricted. To cull on them
suddenly to think, islike calling on the bed-
ridden to walk. The reverses me? with in
Nes Zealond are not so easily accounted for,
but the vilal want was intelligence on the
part of company officersand men. In abush
tight the best armed and the most intelli
gent skirmishers should win the day. The
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British did not always win tho day, though
decldedly the best avmed.

Uf lato years the introduction of bLrecch-
loading small arms, and o marked improve-
tment in artillery, has obdged our Army, in
common with Continental nrnnes, to look
upon skirmishing nsa most unpottant exer-
ciso ; also especinl attention, has been paid
to muskelry instruction, aftdr the model of
France and Prussia; and in 1870 the Negu-
lation Drill book was revised and simplitied.

‘The Prussians and Austrians in 1864 jon-
ed in n militaty promenado against. the
Danes, who, of course, could only make a
faint show of resistance. Qn this occasinn
the Prussians tested their necdle-nifle.  “The
old conservalive ofticers of Austrin did not
acknowledgo its superiority to their fire
arm ; on the contrary, they voted it too de-
licate. In 1859 the Austrians attributed
their signal defeat by the French to their
having placed too much reliance on musketry
lire. They; theretore, drilled their infantry
to move rapidly in columus and charga with
the bayonet. ‘The Prussians arvived ata
very different conclusion, and they slightly
modified their battlo order to develop small
arm fire. Tne nival systems were tried in
1866, and in six wecks the Austiaan urmy
was anniliilated by the Prussians. ~ The
Prussians still attacked in colutnns thicoreti-
cally ; but practically they gave full scope
to the power of their needle-rifle, by alateral
oxtonsion exceeding that of tho British line-
formation.

The tactical order of battle wasa firsthine
in company columns,a secoud line 1n quarter-
column of double companies, and one or
more reserves. On paraco the company
columns (250 strong, with five ofticers) stoo!
in three ranks, the rear rank consisting of
picked men for skirmishing. The rule in
peaca-time was that about a quarter of the
rear rank should skirmish wiuth the rest in
supporl, and the skirmishers were to be re-
inforced as occasion required. The company
was commanded by n captain. who was
mounted, except when under serious fire.
The men had veen carefully mstructed m
musketry.

‘The three recognized modes of firigg were
—first, skirmishing, in which a man took
deliberate aim from behind cover; second,
by volley-firing by word of command, which
was for ranges between $00 and 300 yards:
thirdly, quick fire for point blank range.
Volley-firing was believed to be most eftect-
ive, and precautions were taken 10 prevent
waste of cartridges,

‘The captains ot companiesin the first hne
wero as independent as commanders of
ships. The company line advanced, cover-
ed by skirmishers more or less acconding to
regulation), but when the enemy was with-
in1ange, 1n place of the skirnushers bemng
recalled inorder to fire volleys, by instinct
tho first line resolved itsclf into a swarm of
skirmishers ; the regulated supports even
were 1n the general line: more than this
tho tendency of the advancing line was to
outllank rather than make 2 frout on any
point or points held in force by the enemy,
and the whole extended laterally.  About
this period. the columns of the second line
suffered loss from the Ausinan fire ; and we
aro told that by compauies it filled up the
gaps in the fisst line, tlt the officer com
manding the first line found his strength
doubled, whilst nothing bus his staff’ remain_
cd with the oflicer commanding the second
line. The latter could now v no 1ore
than form stragglers and the superabun
dance of troops into supports, as opportu
nity occurred. But with & reserve intact,
and strongly posted tho Lattle 1s not lust ;
the dizcomforted skirmishing line may 1ai}



