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of defending the country against mere
marauding bands, even thirty-five tnousand

wen would be nothing but the nucleus of

army, such as would be required to resist
an invading force from the United States.
The Volunteer force is, indeed, a credit to
the country. The courage, discipline, and
soldierly qualities of our Volunteers are be.
yond all praise. But they are by ne means
adequato to the defence of the country in
an American invasion. They would be in.
sufficient though aided by the regulars the
mother country could send to our assistance.
Something more would be absolutely neces-

sary, and that something is to be found m
the training of the whole population ¢ pable
of bearing arms, and fitting them for effi-
cient discharge of their duties to soldiers.
This wo take to be Mr. McGer's idea; and
it is one we have occasionally put forward
durng the last five or six years. We be.
lieve, morecover, it is the conviction of the
peopie af this country, that a far more effi-
cient organization of the Militia is absolute-
1y necessary for the defence of the country
and to maintain its independence. Even
England, withits magnificently cquipped re-
gular army, no longer depends upon that
army for the defence of the country. It
rests with more confidence upon the Volun.
teer force, with a Militis reserve belund. The
only stané.ing army we have are the troops
sent out by the home government; and if
we show no disposition to defend ourselves,
if no steps be taken for the decipline of our
Militia, as well as the Volunteers, it is not
probable that the Imperial Government
would continue to send troops here for our
defence. Annexation, or eflicient prepara-
tion for the defence of the country, are the
only alternatives. We known that the neigh-
boning Republic covets the possession of Bri.
tish North America; but if wo are thorough-
ly prepared—if our whole people be duly
3uaiﬁ ed as citizen soldiers for the vigorous

efence of the country, the United States
would esteem the cost of conquest to heavy
to mako theattempt.” Our sccurity depends
entirely upon the efficiency of our militia
force; and one of the great questions for the
consideration of the new Confedcrate Parlia-
ment, when it shall assemble at Ottawa, will
be how the ptzgulation can be rendered most
available for the p se of a successful de-
fence of British North America. We do not
hesitate, therefore, to endorse Mr. McGEE's
sentiments on this subject, believing that
they are the sentiments of all almost the
entire population of Canada.” We have
always condemned the principle, or rather
want of principle which induces some men
to make party capital ouy of militia matters,
and we think it Mr. McUGee's opponents
wanted to find fault with him, there were
other subjects better suited for the weapons
of cﬁarty warfare. To the Voluntcers, as
such Mr. McGeE is known, only as one who
has done great service to the country by
striving to instil loyalty—obedienco to the
law and selfireliance into the minds of all
whom he could influence, and who with great
power to do evil hes used his utmost influ.
ence for good. For these servicos—every
Canadian Volunteer—without respect to
crecd, nation or political party will gladly
do him honor.

Lror.~Cor. W. Ossonxe Surrs, Assistant
Adjutant General of Militia, left Montreal on
Tuesday last, the 4th inst., on a tour of inspec-
tion of the frontiercorps between Mogantic and
Huntipgdon.

THE FENIANS.

ArtaOUeE the Fenian banditti have un.
doubtedly been engaged for months past in
moving such arms and munitions of war as
they have been ablo to procure at various
points along the frontier, it is scarcely prob-
ablo that they will be ableto make i raid in
any considerable force, for the simple rea-
son that they have not suflicient funds to
carry out their designs : bué the very rea.
son that will prevent them from effecting
any movement at all hkely to endangor the
integrity of tho PBritish Empire will urge
them to attempt such another fiasco as that
of last year. Without something of the
kind to ¢ fire the Fenian heart,” no more
money can be gathered from its dupes, and
the vagabond leaders have already shown
that they will not hesitato to sacrifice their
ignorant followers, if by that means they can
fill their pockets. It may be also that just
at this time the government of the United
States may give such intimation to the or-
ganization of its determination to maintain
its ‘uternational obligations, thatan attack
upon Canada will be postponed to a more
fitting opportunity. We say postponed, for
we are convinced that until the United
Statc: is thoroughly convinced, not only of
our determination, but of our ability, in con.
cert with the mother country, to martain
the independence of every inch of Canadian
soil, we shall, at the recurrenco of every po-
Jitical contest in the States, find the army of
political demagogues urgingon and support-
ing the brotherhood, in order to secure their
votes. So faras tho utterances of the N. Y.
‘Herald’.arc concorned,uo one in vhis country
or in the States looksupon them asanything
but sensational bombast,and yet it more than
any other American journal reflects the
views of the masses. In a recent article,
commenting upon tho seizure of three Uni-
ted States vessel for unlawfully nawnigating
our waters, the * Herald ' assumes that the
8t. Lawrence is the: natural northern bound-
ary of the dominion of Uncle Sam, and says
“\We might as well open the question at
once.” Although such an assumption is
clearly an intimation that robbery of a
neighbor's territory is looked ugpun as legiti-
mate by the ¢ Herald,” there is too much
reason to believe that the same sentiment
underlies the views of the great mass of the
people of the United $tates, and although
the present American Government for pru-
dential reasons may avoid any step that
would invelve them in war with Great
Britein, wo have no lhecsitation in pre-
dicting from what we know of the
masses of the people of the United States,
that any party that makes the robbery of
Canadian terntory a part of its policy will
be successful at the polls. The mass of the
native Yankees thoroughly detest the Fe-
nians, and nothing but a commcn and un-
reasonable hatred of Great Britain could in-
duce the two bodies to pull together. The

projects of the Fenians during the past two

yoars and tho countenanco given them in
avory part of tho United States, show that
that sentimont is strong onough to cftect
what nothing olse could. If then the Ameri-
cans impudently assume that they have a
right to the southern bank of the §t. Latv
ronce, the Feaians will of course join them,
and we may expect the excitement of
the past two years, intensified by the coal:
tion of a party of native Americans with the
Irish American clement, to continue indefi-
nitely. While this is the prospect in view, it
becomes a question whether it would not be
better for the prosperity of this country it
our relations with citizens of the United
States should be placed upon a solid basts,
even if in doing so, we should bo obliged to
go through the ordeal of war. Whena man
has an avowed highwayman prowling about
his premises, his natural fecling is not to
bandy soft phrases but to gmp}))lo with him,
and this is the feoling with which the peo-
plo of this country and the Volunteers in
particular regard our Southern neighbors, ot
whom Fenian scoundrelism is simply a re-
presentation, and they also feel that, wheth-
er a raid should take placo this summer o
aot, our ouly hope of safety and independ
ence is to bo in such a position that our
whole fighting population may be put in the
field at short notice, in order to defend our
altars and our firesides, and maintain those
glorious institutions defended on many =«
well fought ficld and bequeathed to us by o
fathers.

MILITIA GENERAL ORDERS.

HEAD-QUARTERS,
Ottawa, Juoe 7, 1867.

Gryeral. Orvyes.

VOLUNTEER MILITIA.
No. 1.

The 1st July next having been fixed by
Royal Proclamation as the day of Union of
Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
having been on that account set apart as a
public holiday and day of general rejoicing .
there will be a parade and review on that
day of the whole Volunteer Force of Canada,
at the respective headgquarters of the differ
ent corps, companies, battalions or brigades.
as may boe most convenient to the force and
« feu de joie shall be fired in honor of the
occasion. .

District Staff Officers of Militia will com.
municate with the Msjors General at Mon
treal and Toronto vwith a view to the Volun.
teers combining where pructicable with Her
Majesty's troops on the occasion, and will
ask the instruction of the Majors General
thereupon.

Officers of the Volunteer Militia who shall
attend such parade, will receive the net pay
of their respective ranks without allowances:
and non-commissioned officers and men will
receive fifty cents each.

Parade states will be sent by the officer
commanding each corps, company or bat-
talion to tho Bﬁgadcrgi'n'or of the division
immediately after the parade, who will for
ward a summary of the same to the District
Staff Offlcer for transmission to headquarters

No. 2
1st York lroop ‘Governor General's Body
Guard,” U.C—
Licutenant E. P. Denison, having served
continuously for seven years, to have the
Brevet rank of Captain m the Volunteer

flitia,



