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THE YOUNGEST COLONEL N THE
SERVICE.

A MEMORIAL OF ALLAANDER KOBGRTS LUNNy Voo,

{From Good Words for July ]

Canada is entitled to Lthe first place among
our colonies for the warlike, patriotic spirit
1t has diwspiayed. Of all the dependencies
of the Crown, it alone bas contributed a
rogiment for the defenco of the inother
country, and the 100th, or Princo of Wale's

Royal Canadian Rogiment will alivays be
associated with tho nameo of the gallant
young soldier whoso brilliant career aud un.
timely end form thosubject of the following
memour.

Alexander Roborts Dunn was desconded,
on his father's side, from an old and woll-
known Northumbrian family of thatname,
and on his mother's from tho Robertses of
Glastonbury. Ho was born at Toronto, in
1833, and was the second son of the Honour-
able John Heury Dunn, who for more than
twenty years held the high and responsible
office of Receiver-General of Canada.  After
the Union he resigned that appointment,
and became a momber of the Legislative As-
sembly, where he took an active interest in
all that concerned the welfare of his adopted
country. Asa public man he was hghly
esteemed for his political consistency, while
his private worth and many virtues endear-
ed him to all who knew him.

His second son. Alexander, was intended
for the army, Itwas his desirerlmost from
childhood to enter the service, and ho was
educated in England, chiefly at Harrow,
with & view to his futurc profession. In
1852, beforoho had completed his nineteenth
year, he was gazetted toa cornetcy in the
11th (Prince Albort’'s Own) Hussars, a regi-
ment which can boast of a hundred and fifty
years service, and of - Egypt,”’ ¢ the Penin
sula,” ¢“Waterloo,” and * Bhurtporo,’ in-
scribed on its colours.

Our young soldier, while at Harrow, with-
out neglecting his studies, de]ightetf in all
those manly sports and exercises which are
practiced there, and on joining his regiment
he devoted himself, with ecqual ardour, to
mastering the details ot his new profession.
He was a splendid swordsman, a skilful
rider, and an unrivalled marksman. A
friend, who witnessed 1t, has given us a sin-
gular proof of his almost unerring sim. He
placed a small cap-case on the head of a
favourite servant, and fired atit with his
pistol at the distance of sixteen yards. Uut
of forty shots, he Int tho cap-caso thirty-
six times, and the servant stood as steady as
a post. This eccentric feat, recalling the
days of Wilham Tell, might appear incredi-
Lle, but it was actually witauessed by our in-
formant, It must be borne in mind that
Mr. Dunn was at this time a very young
officer, and we may venture to add, that this
proof of his skill is more to be admired than
imitated. The servant must certainly have
had great confidence in his master before he
would submit to such an ordeal.

The honour of his regiment wasdear to the
young soldier, and Cornet Dunn was resolv-
ed on joining the 11th Hussars, to prove, if
tho occasion ever presented itself, that he
was worthy of the rank he held. e had
not long to wait for that occasion. In less
than two years after he was gazetted, se
landed with his regiment in the Crimes, and
took partin the first skirmish we had with
the enomy. Our cavulry uivision was under
the command of the Earl of Lucan; it was
divided into two parts—the Light Dragoons
under the command of the Earl of Cardigan
and the Heavy Dragoons under the command

of Brigadier Gencral Scarlott. The 11th
Hugsars belonged to the Light Cavalry
Brigade.

On the 19th of September, 1864, Licuten-
ant Dunn (Lo had now attained that rank)
wns under firo for tho first timo. On the
afternoon of that day, whilo our army was
on the march, and hefore 1t nad reached tho
Bulganak, curling wreaths o smoke wore
scen on the south and cast, marking tho
spots whore the Cossacks had sot fire to the
houses of the poor Taitars, Then, on the
distant hills, appeared dark bodies of cavalry,
drawn up as if to check the adyancoof the
Allies by attacking them on the left flank,
Licutenant Dunn wasono of the party of
light cavalry that dashed forward, under
the command of Lord Cardigan, to drive the
Cossacks from their position. The latter re-
mained in possession of the brow of the hill ;
they were thrice the number of thoe English,
and could only havn Ticon attacked at groat
disadvantage. Lud Caidigan was about to
chargaup the hill, when L...rd Raglan, deem-
ing the odds, both in numbers and position,
to e too great, gave orders to recall the
skirmishers, and retiro slowly. On this the
Cossack squadrons soparated, and some guns
hitherto concealed, began to play upon our
cavalry as they rotired; @ few hussars and
dragoons were wounded, but no lives wore
lost, There was & feoling of disappointment,
not confined to Lieutenant Dunn, that our
aussars had not had an opportunity of mea.
suring swords with the enemy, but there can
be no doubt that an uphill attack against
such superior members must have been at.
tonded with serious loss.

From the skirmish at Bulganak we hasten
on to thebattle of Balaklava, where the 11th
Hussars gained for themselves an imperish-
able name, and Lieutenant Dunn proved
himsgelf the bravest of the brave. It would
be foreign to our purpose to try to describe
the battle, but we must trace the course of
the 11th Hussars till we reach the point
where Licutenant Dunn, forgetful of his own
safety, displayed a chivalrous courage and
noble humanity, in saving the lives of his
comrades when they were at the morcy of
the enemy., The Turks had been driven from
the redoubts by theenemy. Tho93rd High-
landers, under tho command of their gallant
old chief, standing in double rank only, had
repolled the attack of tho Russian cevalry,
The Scots Grey+ and the Inniskillings had
made their gallant and successful chargoe,
described by & French general as “truly
magnificent-—the most glorious thing I ever
saw.” Then camo the most brilliant episode
in the whole campain, the fatal charge of the
Light Brigade. It was a blunder, butzkat
detracts nothing from our admiration of
those who took j.irtinit. Thefirst duty of
a soldier is o.cdience; buyond that they
have no responsibility. Lord Cardigan was
nob tho man to reason, to cavil, or to doubt.
“T received an order, and I obeyed it"* Be-
fore the first lino, but when the order was
gwen, ¢ Forward the Light Brigade! Charge
for theguns!'' it advanced in support of the
17thXancers. When Lieutenant Dunn heard
that order, he grasped hissword more firmly
and rode steadily on. He heard Nolan's
death-cry: he saw his horse rush riderless
away. The bavoc in front was fearful; it
could not be called fighting; our soldiers
were powerless till they reached them ad-
vancing down the valley, the front of the
Light Brigade was narrowed, and the 11th
Hussars removed from the first line and sta-
tioned 80 4s to act in support.  The Officers
of the regiment present on this occasion
wero Colonel Douglas, Captain Edwir Cook,
Licutenants Trevelyn, Alexander R. Dunn,
Roger Palmer, and George Powell Haughton.

Ab first 1t formed tho left of a battory. 4
tho saddles in front becamo empty, they,
roso tho steady cry, *Close in—closomy
tho centre—closo in !’ and every gapwy
atonee filled up. Tho front becamo
rower as they neared tho battory, but they
was no vacant placo. Horses with empy
saddles, guided Ly tho habit of discipig,
retained their places, or fell back and jome
other troops.~The Russian artilleryme
stood to their guns, and fouﬁ;ht with obsy.
nate courago ; only afew lay hid beneath iy
tumbrels to escapo thie sabres of our troopey,
The right troop of the 11th Hussars was con.
fronted by the battory ; little resistance my
offered, as most of the gunnars were airea
cut down, The other troops outflanked th
line of the battery, and rejoined the righy
troop, which had now resched a clear spay
beyond the limbers and tumbrels. At tiy
pomnt a Russian colonel, imagining thatq)
was lost, gaveup his sword toan officerc
the 11th Hussars, but there was no time
make prisoners. As the smoke cleand
away, several squadrons of Russian lancen
weresesh drawn up alittlo in advanco ; thy
lowered thoir lances as if about to charg,
but whon the 11th Hussars rushed formy
to attack thens, they retreated and ey
followed into the gorge between the aqus
duct and tho eastern base of the Fedoukins
hills. On approaching the bank of the aqus
duct, the, Hussars found themselves cop.
fronted by large bodics of Russian cavairn,
A mere handful of men, they could do noth.
ing against such overpowering numben;
their only chance of safety was to fall back,
At some distance they mot thed4th Ligh
Dragoons, who also fell back, aligning wiy
thoI1th Hussars. The collision, 50 tospeak,
of the two regiments necessarily caused
some degree of confusion, and if the enemy
had attacked them at that moment, the loa
might have been very serious. Thay fule
to do so, and order was soon restored, When
the two regiments (numbering only ~oventy
troopers in all) wheeled round and present.
cd a bold front to the enemy, the Russiy
cavalry, panic-struck by their audacy,
halted and began to fall back. At tm
moment o large body of cavalry appeared
on our left rear, anda joyful ery rose from
thelittle band: * Hurrah!itisthe 17th,”
A closer insgecuon soon proved that it was
not the 17th Lancers, but alarga body of
Russian cavalry, consisting of five or six
squadrons, drawn up to cut off their retreat.
They were then placed betweon tiwo bodies
of the enomy, so that to advance or to retreit
becamo equally difficult and dangerous. it
the Russian cavalry had known their advan
tage, and how to profit by it, thoy mught
have closed up and crushed our handtul of
troopers by the more weight of numbers;
they seem never to have recovered from
their ficst surprise on seeing the audacity of
our attack. At this moment our troopers
wero fronting the enemy in the rear when
the order was given to go about;it thus
happened that when this movement was
effected the rear rank were in front and the
officers behind. This inversion of thoususl
order of things gave them one advantage,
they could see all that happened to ther
own men. Llhe danger was greatest for the
first few yards, but fortunately the Russin
cavalry failed to attack themin tho rear
As they advanced twoin front threein deptb,
tho Russian guns opened fire on them, But
this was rather an advantage, as 1t served to
distract the attention of the cavalry. If the
Russian lancers had only kept their ground,
thoy would have broken our small bandas
arock breaks tho wave that dashes against
it, for they were ten times their number .
but at tho moment the Russion commande



