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HOME MISSIONS.

Tiue lfoir.e Mlission Coniiaiit tee presî.nt an tbeir Annuad Rteport.
te the titrisrai Assembly, nt ondinîîe of wvlîai ha.s been attenijatet
andi accoiaaplielial tituring tha yarar. Statisticiet ofiuseoi stations,
and names of Mi1ssiomiaries anti fieldls eccîîîîot, eau git'e na adauatia
iea cf the work done, the labors aiadergonc, the dialljculies sur-

mouinted, la the proseocution et the vait lîonerr Mission work
entrusteti ta the Preshyterian ('Iurch lit Caniada.

The settîcra la the North-West Torriterre hiait a fair crep t1ar îag
the year 1896, but distance froia the sea.boarîl, colt cf trans.loa.i.
tien, and ti her causes, nîateriaully affooteti anti reilucetl tire recsourcos
cf tue farmers, anti as a ceaseajuence, their abiliy te g~ave fur the
suppoîart cf ticipel Ordinances. Ia spite, howoecr, of drawbxvku,
the :i.ataons have as a rait (teonau el, anti aaîiireciate the efforts
nmade by the (lutisraitter, anti the (t. éaulaai tii Btritisha Cîturciesa
tu cnsable tuera tu enjoy the services cf sa regular Mlinistry.

'l lie Coenamite are gladti tastate that thoy have been able te Psy
the Missionaries an full. witheut any aiaciai apaia tu tirie Church
te iiaie up atdeficit. Fur thîs gratafyîîîg statai cf affaita, the Church
se untier obligation te the Biritish Claurches, nmore than te cr owa
coagregationta. But for the tîmely aid readered, tut.> wouid have
beea unable to meot thvir obligations.

In the report, la addition te the regular conigregational coatribu
tiens ta the fianie, there are presenttei us amunts txpendeti by
1reabyteries, cogrergations and accties for Mission work in cities,
towns andi country districts, net passbag through the Trcaturer's
hbands. Tlîe liii.in necessariiy inconiplete, but ini sa far ai the
Coavener lias been able te secure returas, they have been reporteti.
The repent aise centaine particularas cf tire pragrcu af Haoine Maission
work la the differeat, Preabyteries anti Provincev, reports of the
Studena' Missionary Socicties, ta the Lumberman's Mission, anti
the naman et cangregationa in Srotlanci andi Irelanti, as weil au
individuels, whe have seat contributions.

At the rctîuest et the Home Maission Comimlttoe, as intimateti ta
lait Generai Assembby, anti with it4 authority, ta preseni. to the
British Churches the cuiait et the North-%esi. andi British Coicra-
bis, D)r. Robcrtson left Canada end of October lait an his Mission.
Since that tîme ho hau been coastantiy eagagod la preaching anti
addreasing cunagregatians aad meetiags on Sabbatli tays andi week
tisys, meeting with the Conveneri of the various Colonial Commit-
tees, anrl appearing before Synode andi doeerai Aucaibiies in
bohaif af aur work. Dr. Robertson'» letters, to tlie Canvener, show
Isole indefatigahly hie bas persoveret inl his advacacy of Nortlî.%Vcst
Misaiens, et ten la the face cf obstacles thai. wauld have discorageti
a lesu courageos anti zeabous deputy. That lie receivoti a cordial
welceme tronm the officiais, the leading clergymen anti bretiarea i0
the several (Jhurche-P, neeti hardly be saisi, although la many cases.
whsro ho expected large anti continuons contributions for a periati
et years, his expe!ctations were not reaiazed. There arcestili ta bc
fount araong the Churchea in Britain, not a few, who do net realize
the vaitneu cf aur inoe Mission Tcrritory, nor the clairr.s wlîicl
the Canadien Church lia tapon tho l'rcsbyterians in tire Mother-
lanti. There are others, who in view of eur progresa as a Churcb
turing the puti 25 years, anti aur liberality in oather directions,
cannai. underatanti why we shouiti neet halls ai. ail. Anti thero are
large anti wealthy congregatians, wha bccause ef pressing obligations
cannectei with Churcla building, or Schames towards tiie support cf
which their miuiooary contributions are pletiget fer ycars, are
unable ta asiit us. la addition ta thtis, 1 bare wcre lait ycar. as
indeeti there are aimont evcry year in Great fritain, minutera of
aur Churcla, paloatlig for spocial contributions an nid of individuel
cherches, or misaîonq. Theue, ut i. presumeti, have tlae cadorsation
cf Preibytcries la some cases, la otliers they have net. la the
opinion ci Sour Commintes, spipcais ef tis kutti airoui net bc
coointenaaicct by the Gencrai Asscrbbv, nor cantanucti. Whcther
the respoase ut ranch or littia, thcy dtlraci. attention frram the great
Ilome Mission %worit cf the Clînrclî, in whese interests wo are
endeavorinig ta exalisi. the sympathies anti liberaiity of the British
Churcho.

Notwithstanding ail these tarbacits, Dr. Robertson lias dlecp.-
oneti the int'irest la the Canadien Missions very raaterialiy, anti has
reacheti localtacae nover vîsîtet bcfore, anti secureti plcdges trora a
geodly nuraboer of Cherches for longer or ahorter periedi., au wcll asa
andavîdoal contributions Some cooagregatiens, that have given for
the plat threo years, hava intimateti their îoiabîlaty te don so longer,
but it is Iiopect that others will take thoir place.

The financial statemeni. shows a balance la hanti et S4,000.00.
That tIi. balance is not againît the Fontd, in net due te tire increasea
cent ributions et cangrergations, but rather ta the ncvcrest economy
in the ad aanatratîon. Tiso Cormaitec teed that tiîcy oîaght net te
go beyonti the revenue thai. caa be rcssonabiy expecto(t. anti rat

k cp oui. e ibt Some of the largés. anti wcalihiest coiigregatiansi

arc giving considcrably lees to ][orne Mlisions than in former yeme ;
and atiters give sinali amsunsts in propîortioni ta wîat, tlîeY give to
othcr objectae, tuire reaiiy rcaluire tlis assistance. Man> coîîgrrg ttioll.
gave nothing wlintevcr, anti stratige to say, Nlission Ntations tliit
have been assied for .aasny years gave notlîiîg, or the tuerent Iittfiuco,
white contributing generoualy to otiier Schicie of tire Cliurch.
Thesoe anoinaltes )our Conisitittees carmot rcîaaedy, as they arc saut
acquamntcd with ail the facta , but Prersbyteries slîouid cortaitnly
carefaîliy eninire into them, anti insist thâai Mission Stations, under
the enre of, andi supporteti by I Ione 'Mislion fuati, aboutit recagnii.e
the pîrior cdaims of that (uand te their coutribution'p, wlaethor they bo
attait or great.

Unies. the congrcgations tliroughout, the Clittrola give mocre

liberaîl1j to tho fisna, thu Cuinnittea iuatcal uf rnaking grants te
the roany n0w lielde, that, arc aekiug blîli in tha vait mining
rcgîeîas of Iliiash <.iîiiiiia, %towarîis whi..h îaoîisands arc nova
looking), niut, siot oily ticcline, biut redîîio maliati. noiaavelieeti
pronaiseti. T(ie catira àsmouîtt rdo.eived fausa tisa lir;tii Chttrt:îce
durîng thz, year, coutl profitabi>, havo bacra sapent in the niiing

regions atour. Sucli pliaces aiso as the Miorman Tcrritory, iii tutu
Nortlî-West, necti very larg.e gratit. if the <1,airch is te liolti thon
ai aIL 1a mornie places the couru slar> lias tu bc guartanteeti the

aalsuîonary for a tie. The brethIten in British Culuiiibia anai the
North %% est, and i the larger ii3tn fieldls, %nuit as .Algoms, in

view of the lit of means ai. the tiuesai of the Conimitter, have
founi i. necessary nlot oaîly te dlecture ap.plications matie te thomi,
but te reduco the ameustils airstet froint tIti Coiniittee. But surît a
atate of matters ciTectually bars ai' progress, anti jeopardises the
very existence of nmany of aur Mlission S.ations in proinising ielals.

The Cammittee ast îrofountily tlankfaai for tho hantisomo cu
trabutions receiveti front the Itriti4li Cliorches during the pas. thrce

yeara, but tue Claurch in Cinada ahuld not regard the help thua
given me a ressan for lesseaing their contributions te the fnut. WVe

shouid rather show te the B3ritish Chnrcber, thsat for evcry dollar
thuy give theo wili bc a similar increase in aur awn gift. TIie
Cuaurch in Canida mueît teed that upon its otan cirorts andi libcraiity
lirimariiy andl mainaly, reste the responsibility of evangeiiziuig the

Nerth-Weat. WVhite outaitie lielp is aiways weicie, i. can never
be depended opon as a certaiaty, anti tlie i-ore we do for ouraelves,
thre more lIkciy are wo te secure the corntinuance cf contributions
frrnm t.he British Churches.

(V.AbTtit. SECTIO%)
The following paragraphe indicate the condition of the Eastern

Section :
Ia the fields aupplied by aur missionharies, theo are about 4,000

families wlîe hold connection with the l>rosbyterian Church. Thcy
rais. for the support ef ordinances about 10.000 a yeir anti contri.
bute ta the Schenmcs of the Church with a fair measuro tif liberality.
On the whoie they mcci. v-iry well ona of the conditions on whiuh
the Uhurch is expecteti te heip thera iiberaily, natanciy, that they
lIelp thearaselves, if net to the foul extent ùf ilicir rbility, ai. bea> ta>

a degree conlparinag favorably with that of tire strong congregatioe.
The Hlome Mission Cemmittet with us acte as a coitimittare of

dibtribution ef prabationers, or îaîiaisters vithout charge. A sub.
committec mette monthiy for this ivork. It rcceivcs the iapplicstion
of Ilreabyi.erien for the numnber cf mon thry reqairs te sîipply
vacancics during the ncxt meontht anti assigns that number te thean,

takivg care tlit ecdi man shalI have a fair upportunity of îîreach-
ang in as many vacancies as 1îostible. until hae is tettieti or l'rcaby
tcrîcs refuse hie services. Withia the Prcsbytery, the distribution

ef the preachers is rade by tho l>rcabytery. The coramitters
appoints ta Preshyteris- ti.- Preaibyterici appoint ta fits The

number on the rolieof tho committc varies fronta lhaif tiozen to two

dozon. During the i.wo ycars ptis thores lias been more difficuity in
securirag work for the mn, tissn mea te ir et the ademandes of tares

byteries. 'l bea laberers repart mon thly tri thoi r 1'resby toricsa anti
if there is anaytlîiog due thora for services by the congrcgatians in

'which tliey have boca werkiog the i'resbyteries colleet it, or if

satisfieti witîi the giving cf the people, recbuosi the Home ý%lissiai

Cammittesa to pay.
The deb. ai. the beginning of laist, year tvas t,69t 77. Thisdtebt,

has bcenretuaceto$a 1,597.61). 'rowarals tîtaredaictin ('hriatian
Endoavor Socicties cantributed 11211 64 Tho siiociai tianks of

the Church are due te these aocictirs for taluostarily unitariaking

last Septembor, ta cantribute 23 cents a member Ie lt tain Mlission
debi. extiaction, andi for carrying out ti a-r resuilution moecfTectively.
W. look< ta themr to repeat tlîeir tff,.rt tuisi year in arder that the

rernaining dobi. cf S ,6GO "a)&Y ha entira'ly brva lit away. Tile total

rarceipts for the Star werc 315.P11 ~IM, (J wliich e,,100I %vei f.îr
theo %oril Wesat. l'ho total tpemiiatare for the ytar inrlaiding tia

amouint, fer the No-th Wecst was S$1 liii ali, g;v;tig a sielusan the

year's wolk cf 2,tS>3 (N. TIitis lar&v aaaiount i tIiiti'legra' if>irg
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