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HOME MISSIONS.
{\WESTEUN SKCTION.)

Tho How.e Mission Conmitteo present in their Annual Report
to the General Assembly, av outhne of what has beon sttempted
aud accomphish d during the year. Statistics of Mission Ntatious,
and names of Missionaries and fields occupted, can give na adequate
idea of tho work done, the labors undergone, the difliculties sur-
mounted, in the prosccution of the vast pioneer Mission work
ontrusted to the Preabyterian Church in Canada,

The settlers in tho North-West Territories had a fair crop var vg
the yoar 1896, but distance froin the sea-board, cost of transpor.s.
tion, and other causes, materially affeoted and reduced the resources
of the farmers, and as a conscyuence, their ability to gqive for the
suppurt of Gespel Ucdinaaces. In spite, howover, of drawbacks,
the S.ations have as a rule done well, and appreciate the cffurts
made by the Comnmittee, and tho Cavadian and British Chucches,
tu coable thom to enjoy the services of a regular Minstry.

‘The Committee are glad to atate that they have been able to psy
the Misstonaries 1o fall. without any apecial sppeal to tho Church
to make up adeficit.  For this gratifying statn of atfarts, the Church
18 under obligation to the British Churches, niore than to our owa
conyregations. Iut for the timely aid rendered, they would have
been unable to meet their obligations.

In the report, in addition to the regular congregational contribu
tions to the funds, thero are presented tue amounts ¢xpended by
Preabyteries, congregations and sccicties for Mission work in cities,
towns and country districts, not paming through the Treacurer’s
haads. The list is necessarily incomplete, but in so far as tho
Convener has been uble to secure returns, they havo becn reported.
Tho report also contains particulars of the progress of Home Mission
work in the different P’resbyteries and Provinces, reports of the
Students’ Missionary Socicties, to the Lumberman’s Mirsion, and
the names of congregations in Scotland and Ireland, as well zs
individuals, who have aent contributions.

At the request of the Home Mission Committee, as intimated to
last General Assembly, and with its authority, to present to the
British Churches the claims of the North-West and British Colum-
bia, Dr. Robertson left Cacada end of October last on his Mission.
Since that time ho has been constantly engaged in preaching and
addressing cungregations and meetings on Sabbath days and week
days, mesting with the Conveners of the various Colonial Commit.
tees, and appearing beforo Synods and (lemeral Assemblies in
behalf of our work. Dr. Robertson’s letters to the Convener, show
liow indefatigably he has persevered in his advocacy of North-West
Missions, often in the face of obstacles that would have discouraged
a less courageous and zealous deputy. That he received a cordial
welcome from the officials, the leading clergymen and brethren in
the several Churches, need hardly be said, although in many cases,
where he expected large and continuous contributions for a period
of years, his expectations were not realized. There aro still to bo
found among the Churches in Britain, not a few, who do not realize
the vastness of our Home Mission Territory, nor the claims which
the Canadian Church has upon the 1'resbyterians in the Mother-
Iand. There are others, who in view of our progress as a Church
during the past 25 years, and our liberality in other directions,
cannot understand why we should need help at all.  And there are
large and wealthy congregations, who because of presaing obligations
connected with Church building, or Schemes towards the support of
which their missionary contributions are pledged for ycars, are
unable to assist us. Iu addition to this, there were last year, as
indeed therc are almost every year in Great Britain, ministers of
our Church, pleading for special contributions in aid of individual
churches, or missions. These, it is presumed, have the endorsation
of Presbyteries in some cases, in others they have not. Inthe
opinicn of your Committee, appeals of this kind should not be
conntenanced by the General Assembly, nor continued. Whether
the respoase is much or little, they detract attention from the great
Home Mission work of the Church, in whoso interests wo are
endeavoring to enlist the sympathies and liberality of the British
Churches.

Notwithatanding all these darwbacks, Dr. Robertson has decp-
cned the interest in tho Canadian Missions very materially, and has
reached localities never vismited before, and secured pledyes from a
goodly number of Churches for longer or shorter periods, as well as
individual contributions Some congregations, that have given for
the past three years, have intimated their aability to do so longer,
but it is hoped that others will tako their place.

Tho financial statement shows a balance in hand of $4,000.00.
That the balanco is not against the Furd, isnot duo to tho increased
contributions of congregations, but rather to the acverest economy
in the ad wnistration. Tho Commattes feel that they ought not to
go beyond the revenue that can be reasonably expected, and must
k ccp out of debt. Some of tho largest and wealthieat congregatione
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aro giving considerably less to Homo Missions than in former years ;
and otaers give small amounts in proportion to what thoy give to
other objecte, that really require less assistance. Many congreystionn
gwve nothing whatever, and strango to say, Mission Stations that
have been aided for many years give nothing, or tho merest pittauce,
while contnbuting gonorously to othor Bchemos of the Church.
‘I'hcso anomaltes your Comnuttes cannot remedy, as they aro not
acquainted with all tho facts, but Uresbyterics should certainly
carefully enquire into them, and insist that Mimion Stations, under
the care of, aud supported by Home Mission funds, should recognize
the prior claims of that fund to thelr contributions, whother thoy be
small or great.

Unloas tho congregations throughout the Charch give more
hborally to tho fund, the Committeo insteal of making granta to
tho many now helds, that are secking help in tho vast mining
regions of Batish (wlambis, (towards which thousands are now
looking s, must nut only decline, but reduco what amounts have beenn
promised. Tuo catire amount recoived fiom the Hritisl Churches
during tha year, could profitably have been apent in the mining
regiona alone.  Such places also as tho Morman Territory, in the
North-West, need very large grants, if the Church is to hold them
at all. Insumo places tho ontiro sslary has to bo guaranteed the
Mussionary for a time.  The brothren in Batish Culumbia and the
North \est, and in tho larger Mission fields, such as \Algoms, in
view of tho lack of means at tho dirposal of tho Committee, have
found 1t necessary not only to decline applications made to them,
but to reduce tho amounts asked from the Committee. But such a
state of matters «fectually bars al’ progress, and jeopardises the
very existence of many of our Mission Neations in promising fields.

The Committeo 18 profoundly thankful for tho handsome cun
tributions received from the British Churches during tho past three
years, but the Church in Canada should not rogard the help thus
given os a resson for lessening their contributioua to the fund. We
should rather show to the British Churcher, that for every dollar
thoy give thero will bo a similar increase in our own gifte. The
Church in Canada must feel that upon its own ciforta and hiberality
peimarily and mainly, rests the responmbility of evangelizing the
North-West. While outside help is always welcome, it can nover
bo depended upon as a certainty, and tho more wo do for ouraclves,
the moro likely are wo to secure tho continuauce of contributions
from the British Churches.

(KASTERN SECTION )

Tho following paragraphs indicate the condition of the Eastern
Section :

In the fields supplied by our missionaries, thero aro about 4,000
families who hold connection with the Prosbyterian Church. They
raise for the support of ordinances about $16,000 s ycar and contri-
buts to the Schemes of the Church with a fair measure of liberality.
Oo the whole they meet vary well one of the conditions on which
the Church is expected to help them liberally, namely, that thoy
help themselves, if not to the full extent of their ability, at least to
» degree comparing favorably with that of the strong congregations:

The Home Mision Committee with ua acts as a committce of
distribution of probationers, or ministers without charge. A sub-
commiltee meets monthiy for this work. It receives theapplication
of Presbyteries for the number of men they require to supply
vacancics during the next month and assigns that number to them,
takioy care that each man sheil have a fair opportunity of preach-
ing in a3 many vacancies as possible, until he ia eettled or Presby
teries refuse his services. \Within the Presbytery, the distribution
of the preachers is made by tho Presbytery. Tho committeo
appoints to Presbyteries—ti 1 Presbyterica appoint to fields The
pumber on the roll of the committee varios from a half dozen to two
dozen. During tho two years past thero has beeo more difficulty in
securing work for the men, thao men to ot the demands of Prea
byterics. Theso laborers report monthly to their Presbyteries ; and
+f there is anything duc them for services by the congregations in
which they have been working the I’resbyteries collect it, or if
satisfied with the giving cf the people, request the Home Musion
Committce to pay.

Tho debt at the beginning of last Fear was 83,6400 77, Thisdebt
has been reduced to $1,597.69. Towards the reduction Christian
Fndeavor Socicties contributed 81,21 68 Tho special thanks of
the Church are duo to these societica for voluotanly undortaking
1ast September, to contribute 25 centa a member to Hemn Mission
debt extinction, and for carrying out th et resvlution o effectively.
\Vo look to them to repeat their ¢ffurt thin year in order that the
remaining dobt of §1,600 may bo entircly siwept away. Tho total
receipts for tho year were Q15093 60, of which 2,100 8¢ were for
the North Weat.  The total «xpenditure for the year including tho
amount fer tho No'th West was §17071 61, giving a surpluson the
year's work of $2,003 0S.  This largc amount 11 the motro gratifyirg




