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The New Hymnal.

it is cause for rejoicing that the General Asscmibly
lias takon action to perfect our Book of Praise. Our
hyannals for Churcla andi Sabbath-school services arc
both gooti, but the tinte lias fully cornte for consolidating
the whole in one bucjk. Aftc consultation witlh a nuin-
becr of brethrcn il is founi tiat the sections front the
l>salais propose(] by' the commiiittec covcr nearly, if nlot
quise, ail hc passages suing. [t will ho a very rarc thing
for a ininistcr flot to find i is favoitrite verses in thobe
salections. No one cati question tlac fact tlîat a goodly
nuinher of whol- tsalins, anti portions of others, -are
aiever sang in our claurclies W'hy biienit those unsuing
Psalins be k'cpt in the Cliurch's B3ook of Praise ? The
conmittec very wisely suggests that lIynns feunti to bo
rarely or nevcr sung shoulti be Jroppcd. 'lli niystery
is wlîy soine of the l'salais shoulti eer laaýc oeen put
into the colle-.tion for the whole congreg-at;ons te sing.
Thcy were neyer intcndcd to ho se uiseti. The seventy-

egthfor instance, wvas a religious historical poen flot
for ip>oses of praise. by the congregation, but instruc-
tion to the congregation by its leader. 'The fifticth is
another not intendect for congregational use as praise.

'Vlhy any one shoulti finti fault with these being left out
of the praise book is ccrtainly mysterious. The cana-
auittee iniglit have gone a stop furdhcr and suggcstcd
that certain tunes slîoulti be tiroppeti as we'll as H ynmns,
for the saise reason too, that thcy are rarcly i f ever
Sung.

It woulti have boca wvell aise hiad they suggesteti
tunes for the I-lymns proposoti. There wvas difficulty in
dais hy reason of the fact that lunes hear different naies
in di fférent books, but that shouli flot ho an insuperable
difficulty. M~any a noble hynin is stranglod by the tune
attachi to it.

Lot us have dignifieti music in kccping wvitlî the
praise of the thricc HoIy One. The dignity of life andi
the digr.ity of dcathi are vcry difféent things. It %vould
pay the Goneral Asseanbly to senti down the music to
Preshyteries, as well as tie Hyrnns, for their consitier-
ation.

'fli conarnittee wvould have donc a real service te the
wvholc Church, and wvould have receiveti auch more
valuable assistance ini thoir wvork, hat dey classifieti the
new I-lymins propoisod. Every one wlio goes into the
anatter intclligentdy, to sec wvhcthcr the varjous sections
andi subjects are fully treateti, lias te ninko a classifica-
tion for lîinself. T1his is a serious wvaste of tlime, wvhen
one ian of tlac committc anighit have done it for tbe
whole Churcla. '.iie coininittee, however, desorves the
hearty tlanks of ail thoir hrcthren for their labor of love,
and it deserves aiso that every memiber of the Church
shoulti help it in recommending a book< as nearly perfect
as possible to the Asseînbly in juste next. Some sec-
tions are not fully reprosontoti yet, wvhiIc othors would
not suifer nîuch if somo of tho less ieraterious were
droppeti. \\e do roýquire soine gooti Honte Mission
H-yanns. The following is believcd to bo wvorthy of a
place.

aîUMaE MISSION 11111N.

LAI, froiaa tIay sPherc of en(kss lia>-
0 GoaI of aaaort andi of anigliat,

1ait I lok 011 tlaosc wlo btrLy,
aalilglttd in tis lau,! of liglat.

in ppld vaie, iii loaacy gicia,
lA crovtl,.d saart, ha treaisa orsea,

lfow aaanv of the Sous of Ilacol
JIcar iaot stu message sent froua tisce!

.Scaadl forth tl% iav emds Lord, ta cati
Them tlohuitcs yoanlg, the laardellcd Ci,,

A acatteced, hoinclcss flock, till adi
De gatherc-i to thy pcaccfal fold.

Sesid thacni thy naiglity word to spcak,
T'ill faith ahall dawii, anti douit dcpart,

To awe the bol,, to sîay the weak,
Andl bind anud licai tli broken lacart.

Thion ail thesc wastcs a trcary sene,
Tit maikts us imaddena s wojgaze,

Shall -row %vitla livinag %vaters green,
Aufitt. icaee tila Voice of praisc.

-Bir&%Tr.

Song in the Sanctuary.

In a recent sermon on tlais subject Rev. Dr. Coda-.
rane saisi: "'The z§pirit of praise wvas eharactcristic of
the Jcws. Lofty demenstrations of ;oy, with voice anti
truimpet anti psaltory andi cymbals manrked the dedica-
tien of thaeTemnple andi their annual andi occasional fcasts.
Tlicir more cemmen nets of worship aiso partook of the
saine clanracter. 'Tli oriental fcelinsi wcere more casily
touchedti tan ours-cmotion provaîleti ovcr tlîouglit.
Ail Cliristians recognize the propricty of serving Goti
witli gladness, but compirativcly few eniter into the
spirit of the comimand andi any ferra of service that is
net vol un tary anti cheerful cai snnot be accepteti. Religion
an itself is a happy thing. It is folly anti sin te be
miserable, morose anti gloomny, îvhether as regards our-
selves or our felloîv mcn.

WVhat is praise ? PrLise is the legîtiniate expontent
of gldness, implying a knowvLcdgc of Goai's character,

anithe ovcrflowing of a gr.tteful heart. It is not so
mucla an act of the rcason, as an overflow of the feeling.
It is the utterance of thc seul in rarer nioment's ivlien
the seul is kintileti in admiration cf Goti's goverfiment'
in grace anti providence. [t is nlot only a Charistian
attribute but a disposition of the mind anti j- continunus
act. [t springs froms a seul that is more or less of God's
goetincss, anti it always strcngtliens feelings of piety,
te give tlîem utterance, just as air gives blaze to fire.
Many feelings of the tievout soul languish or die because
they are nlot vocalizeti with sigred sang."

Proceetiinghedrew the follouingicssons from the toxt:
First-The spirit that shoulti animate us ini our

sccular employments. Secondi-The spirit that shoulti
anulfiate u.s in rcligious wvership. Third-The spirit that
slîoulti animate us in Christian service.

Speaking on the subject o£religicus,.vorsiiip lie saîid
"[n certain churches praise occupies but a small part of

the service. [n the Roman Catholic anti other churches
that have liturgical forms of worslîip there is greater
provision for tbis part cf worsluip. In churches like this
a great deal is left ta the iudgment anti feelings cf the
paster. In many churches aise the sining is confineti
te comparativelly few, anti in some cases entiroly to the
choir. Their is nothing wrong in havinir a select numn-
ber of traineti voicet: leat ian praise, just as the minister
leatis in prayer. But whether it is better te have a choir
do aIl the singing or te have no sînging at ail is ques-
tionable, for net unfrequently choirs are engageti simiply
for their artistic qualities or te attract cengregatiens
wvhere the pulpit is weak, thero is tlie spirit cf music, but
net that cf tievotion. Nor can it be tienicti that the
music set te many cf our hyms is net sclecteti nor atiap-
ted to praise. [t is aimed te show the ciavabilities cf
the human voice more than te produce heart feeling anti
is net fitteti for the sanctuary. Tunes are hewn eut cf
symphonies anti oratorios anti operas. l'hey are geoti
in the concert room, but eut of place in the churcla, fer
in many cases «'the better a hune is the wverse it is in the
service cf the sanctuary.' For these reasons our Psaim-
ody is iii many cases a rnere fermn anti a niockery anti an
insult te Almighty Goti, wvhereas it mighh be matie profit-
able te our seuls, anti every note an act cf sacrifice."

Ail these points ivere illustrateti at groat lengh anti
clesiaîg the disceurse he saiti:-' [t is pieasing te hear
wveii-rendered scles whens the sing#nr has; a personal ex-
perience cf the thought expresseti in song, but there is
ne praise comparable te that cf the enhiro cengregaticai.
For those wvho prefer surpliceti choirs anti intoning, anti
artistic rentierings ef classical anti ancient meletiies, be-
cause hhrougli these they are brought into nearer com-
munion wvith the Divine Being 1 have the highest respect,
but the memories cf other days wvhen the huntiretis anti
thousantis wvho worshippeti on the hilisities anti in the
meors anti glens, ascentiet te heavcn, has breughh me
more in touch anti sympathy wvith those simpler melodies
tuat can be sung by trained andi untraincti, rich andi poor
alike.

IlWe cannot, however, be always in the temple, anti
engageti in wvorship, but in evcry vocation cf life we cans
cultivahe the spirit of praise. I
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