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TORONTO, DEC. 30th, 1580.

V7B regren to find that there is still

strength and a comfort; there can
come a rift in the clouds, and a
glimpse of the glory beyond, the
glance of a moment, buta consola-
tion not to be measured.

To the great bulk of our readers,
| however, it has been an ordinary, un-
cventful ycar. Day has followed
day, and the daily round has brought
the ordinary daily daties ; there has
been a peaceful monotony in their
 lives —if the fading year has had no

cause for complaint of mefficient de- | speciaily dark shadows, neither has it
livery of the INpt rEADENTIn somne thad  any unusually  bnght  hours.
parts of the ety May we ask ur: Happy are such, let them rest and
friends to drop us a card if the paper ! be thankful, and in the quict and
is not received by the Sunday follow - . pear.cful. prepare for the dark and

ing its issue.  We are promised that
it shall be carher and more regular
than herctofore.  Any omission or
delay should be promptly reported.

Wi thank those subscribers who
have responded to our various ap-
peals for payment of the varioas
amounts agamst them.  There are
stll, however, a large number, some
hundreds, the labels on whose papers
show that they have not paid for the
current volume. Will they not remit
to us at once 2 Printers and paper-
makers must be paid. We dislike
these paragraphs, but when they are
discontinued remittances share the
same fate.

- -

1889.—1881.

It afew hours after this issue of

the INDEPENDLNT 50 the hands of |

our readers, before even it reaches
tho:o at a distance, aighteen-hun-
dred and cighty  will have passed
away, and the New Year will have
commenced.  The old heathen deity
Janus— from whose nume we get our
January—was rcpresented with two
faces, onc looking to the past, the
other to the future ; this will be the
attitude of all thoushtful men when
they are crossing a bouadary Hf time
like that which divides yaar foom
year.  The Chrstian especally will
therem find much food for thought.
Thee carthly dovisions of time are
connected i his mund with  that
great hereafter when there = -hall be
time no donger”” and are but the
steps up which he may climb to the
cternal presence of s Father and
Friend.  Let us takea brief glance
at the past and coming years, seck-
ing to gather from themas we may,
thoughts that will help and strength-
en us for the duty and battle of life.
Sotr ¢ of our readerswall feel on fook-
ing back that they can erect an
“~ El enczer,” it stone of hetp, for they
hav
through the vear. The sun has
shone upon their path, their sky has
been cloudless - tenderness and love
have been in tiieir homes, and the
blessing from above has filied their
life with gladness. Wil such suffer
a word, and lct us say to them that
true Christian joy is not sclfish, and
that the trucst gratitude is to let
som s of that strcam of joy well out
to others, and to consecrate blessings
to Him who blesscs, by using them
in His service and causc.

Somc, it may be, have been called
to walk through the wilderness of
lifc, and with torn and bleeding fect
to struggle toward the rest for the
weary, the city of lifc. Lovers and
fricnds gone, the stars that once
gladdened gonce out in darkness, and
the journey mcasured by the graves
that arc left behind. To such there
can comec a light and a peace, a

been bodped i all their way
t

stormy, ti'nes.

Among our Churches the past ycar
has been one of considerable change.
To say nothing about the smaller
places, there have been changes in
the pulpits of Toronto, london,
Guelph, Kingston (Bethel), and
Brantford, while the last days of the
vear witness the departure of the
Rev. }. B. Silcox, from the Western,
Toronto, to Winnipeyg, and of the
Rev. H. DD Hunter, from Ncw-
marhet, to London. Both those
churches are now vacant and  we
trust that cach will wisely and
crutiously choose its pastor. The
Western of Toronto is a cause
which might fire any true man
with  a noble ambition. It is
"not too much to say that with the
nght man there isevery reason to hope
that it will become the strongest
church in the city. The location of
the building 1~ excellent, the neigh-
borhond is a splendid one for work,
and Mr. Sileox has laid the found-
ation of the spintual cedifice broad
Pand deep.in a united and hearty
. people, a large number of whom are
Svoung and carncest, ready to follow a
"true leader in work for the Mas-
ter.  Newmarket which a few years
since wa~ looked upon as hopelessly
cone, hes under the three years wise
and careful puidance of Mr. Hunter,
Jassumed a different aspect, there has

| been during the whole of his ministry

the utmost cordiality and oneness,

! the reproach has been largely wiped

; away, and the Church there atlso will

| answer responsive to the touch of

“any good and true man.  May such

'an one be sent 1o them.

| OId Zion, of Montreal, has gone,

"<o far at any rate as relates to the

'building ; it has been sold and s to

i be used for <ecular purposes.  We

j sigh for the end of the old building

i so dear to many, but under the cir-

| cumstances it appeared mevitable.

; The yvear has—we regret to note

it-—been characterized by mmore than

one flasrant pulpit aberation, and,

y what deepens the regret is, that these

might have been expected, were ex-

pected, and that those most deeply

! interested were the last to see and
be convinced. The house was in
flames, the spectators all around saw

"it. but the inmates refused to believe

, the warning crics.

. And now we are on the thres-
hold of the New Ycar, a few
steps and we shall have crossed

! it and be writing 1881 on our letters.

. Friends and fellow workers, what is

the year tobe? It need not sadden

any of us to think that to some the
coming New Year's day may be our
last, beforc another we may have
entered the dark valley, and our feet
be wet with the waters of the silent
river. Neced not sadden us, but
make us more active, cnergetic, and
determinced ; more anxious to work

]whilc it is day, knowing that the
night cometh when no man worketh.
\We trust that this coming year will
witness a great advance of true re-
ligion in our midst, it is no use shut-
ting our cycs to the fact that we live
in perilous times. We do not be-
licve that the Ark of God is in dang-
er, but we know that we are surround-

ed by bitter and active encmics
and that we have a great
many lukewarm friends within

Without are scepticsim and super-
stition, and with them are leagued
the drink-fiend with his great army.
Within are case and worldliness.
laxity and charity, falsely so called,
and not a little of unbelief. We
need a revival, not what is so
known generally, but a revivifying of
the church, a quickening unto new
life and power.  Shall we have it?
“ Prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of Hosts, if T will not open
you the windows of heaven and pour
you out a blessing that there shall |
not be room cnough to receive it
One final word as to our denom-
inational objects. It is not stating the
casc too strongly to say that not one
of them is in a very thriving state
Let us put our shoulders to the
wheel and try if we cannot help along
these warks better than previously.
Two objects specially need help.—
the IHome Missionary Fund and
College.  Some may think that
i neither of these is altogether what
lwe should hke: perhaps not, nor is
anything human.  But imperfect as
Ithey may be they are doing a good
I'work, and we would urge our read-
cers to a hiberal support of these as
i as well as other cfforts—the Provi-
- dent Fund, Indian Mission, &c.
Here we leave the matter. Thought
"crowds upon thought. If we follow-
:cd on, this alrecady lengthy article
I would fill many columns. We canon-
ly conclude by wishing all our read-
ers. with the fullest Christian mean-

“ing,“A Happy New Year” X
- - — —

OwixNa to press of matter, several
articles in type stand over until next
Pweek.

I -
I ~ - . - - g
i Tur National 5. S, Teacker
says:—Rev. WU F Crafts has left the
| Methodist and joined the Congre-
faational ranks <olely becausche does
'not like to "move” so often.  This
"new move is expected to prevent a
' wood many yearly and tricmial ones.
"He. howerer, remains the same Sun-
"day-school man as cver. And so

doces his wife.

ACKNOWLEDGMENI.—Thegentle-
'man and his lady who sent their pas-
! tor a cheque of five hundred dollars

a few days ago, will be kind cnough
'to accept this acknowledgment in

the Canadian Tudependent, as a slight
,expression of thanks from himsclf
, and family for the same. Those who
jread will understand that said pas-
tor's salary is regularly paid.

Lorrespondence.

To  CokxrsposdDasts.—We cannot enwre the s -
wernion of any matter in the weeks ivue reaching
us later thanthe Monday preceding. The Editor i
not reeponuible for the op of Corresporud

<

OLD FRIENDS AND THEIR
IWORK.
The Edstor Canadian Independent .

My DEAR Sir, - When 1 met you dur-
ing your recent visit t~ England, I pro-

mised to write an occasional letter,

which I hope may serve the double pur-
pose of keeping upon my part some con-
nection with Canada, and also prove in-
teresting to your reader:

It affords me great pleasure to read in
Tur INDEPENDENT from time to time
tidings of old friends and hrethren in the
ministry, whose names will always be held
to me in memory dear.

Since February last I have been work-
ing as assistant minister 1o Rev. Wi,
Tyler, F.RALS,, a highly esteemed and
venerable minister, who is called by many
“the Bishop of Fast London,” where he
has laboured for forty years with carnest
ness, and success.

We have four Sunday Schools, and a
large number of bencvolent and evange-
listic socicties in conncection with  the
Church.  We have been recently holding
a serics of special services, hoping, that in
answer to prayer, od's work may be
revived, and many precious souls be led
to Jesus,

My hohday this year was spent at
Morthoe. near lifracombe, Devon.

The Rev. Uriah Thomas, of Bristol,
has founded, at this romantic and beau-
tiful sput, a minister’s scaside home,
where all the advantages of good society,
relazation, pure  arr, and  charming
scenery may e obtaned by nunisters
who are seeking rest and change.

The state of Ireland 15 causing a great
deal of anxiety to our government
Owning to the agitation caused by the
Irish Land League, under the leadership
of Mi. Parnell, the crops in some places
have been gathered under great diffic ul-
LS.

“What is to be done?”  This 1s one
of the vexed guestions of the day and
how effectually to deal with it is one of
the most dificult probiems which the
Gladstone Mini-try will have to solve.
Notwithstanding the comparatively good
harvest, bhusiness prospects here are at
present by no means tinted with a roseate
hue.  Trade s very dull, and the scarcity
of money s affecung our Missionary
Societies very greatly,  Some four most
imporiant misstons are deeply i debt.

Many of your readers will be glad to
hear that Res, Do Nickson and tamily
are wldl The Dro i+ at present doing a
goud woth as Sccretary of the lLondon
Christian Instruction Society.

I am glad 1o have good news to tel)
about the Young Men's Christian As
sociation. It has, you will be rejoiced
to hear, taken quite a fresh start. The
old headquarters at - Aldersgate street
have been renovated and much inproved ;
the alterations at Excter Hall are being
completed; a new branch has been
opened in the West EFnd :and it 1s hoped
that many young men in the upper classes
of socicty may be reached with the gos-
pel At the Freemason's Hall in 1875
I remember Mr. Moudy being asked by
a dergyman if, in cunnuiion with the
proposed Revival services, he had made
any provision for the miserably poor.
** Yes,” was the prompt reply, “and for the
miscerably richalso.”  The great evangel-
ist was right, for certainly the rich homes
and wealthy are poor indeed without the
unsearchable riches of Christ. Not only
in the metropolis, but throughout the
country a renewed interest is being mani-
fested in the good work of secking to win
the young men for Christ.

At the Montreal Convention in 1867,
a banner was displywd, the motto on
which sank into my heart:

¢ Christ for the wurld and all the world for
Christ 1™

What nspirmg words ! As soldiers of
Jesus we may well emblazon them on
our banners and feel it a privilege be-
ncath such a flag to strike blow after blow
until the field is won. Let us

“Hope on, Hope ever !”
At Trinity Church in Hanbury street
A moulded form minc eyes oft meet,
And underneath this motto sweet,
Hope on, Hopeever !”



