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where an Engineer is thrown so much upon his own
resources and has to improvise appliances which at
home are casily procured, il at times invent new
methods to meet loeal emergencies. The Canadian
Saciety of Civil Engincers has for s main object the
raising the standard of the profession in this country
up to that which it holds in Great Britam. It~ -
forts have been much furthered by the scientific course
now open to

STUDENTS AT rHE M.GILL CoLLEGE,
which enables a student to Jay a foundation for buill-
ing up the superstructure of a professional reputiatenl,
That course, however, fays only the foundation, for
the superstructure there needs 1o be practical e\
pericuce under the eye and direction of one who s
4 master of the Engineering profession, 1f a stued-nt
enters the calling to practice it on his own account,
only equipped by theoretic or hook knowledge. e
will very rarely advance beyond the positon of clork
1w an l':.ngin\'cr'.s office. whose range of vheeratim
is quite narrow. He i< thus in imminent danger of
sccing his College foundation work leit unbuilt upeon
as he lacks the varied cquipments of one whe has
been thoroughly drilled m practical work, and lewrst
the business part of his duties, <uch as, the getting
out of estimates, caleulations of coste, of risks, o
prospective results, ete., and, what is of great i
portance to an Engincer. the art of managing work
men, and utilizing their labour, and that of materials,
to the hest advantage.  The problem of, how b <t
their College work of building Engineers, man be
supplemented by practical work, i~ a problan clie
Socicty of Civil Engineers will in time wisedy ol
from which solution will come a body of Civl Lao-
gincers wholly trained in Canada, who will de bemeonr
to their country, wherever they serve Js profuctois,
designers, supervisors, or managers, of engineering

works.
et stlfp bl

MUNICIPAL AUDITING IN ONTARIO.

‘The Legislature of Omtario passed an et two
Sessions ago for the appointment of 2 municipal au-
ditor for the Province whuo is charged with the duty
of investigatng the financial affairs of the van e
municipalities in Oatario, He is at the aall of any
corporation to give advice on s book-heepmz,
cte.. and, under certain conditions can be appealod to
Ly rate-pavers who suspect arregularities. His first
Report has just been presented. He foumd drregn-
laritics in three places, in onlyv tw s of which the «
was manifest iraud, the third being samply detecinee

bouk-keeping.  These plaves were: County of Sime e, !

County of Frontenae, aud town of Nuagara Falls,

Investipations were also hell in the town of Nea-
gara, the townships of Manvers, Roxhorough, St
Joseph and Ridgetown Collegiate. A great deal
of my time,” says the aditor, “has been taken up in
the preparation of mawicipal cash bookse These
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counties an | cities under 15,000, and their usc is cot

pulsory. |

“ e bank account is fully displayed, and there
a column for cach important class of receipts and
bursensents,  On the first of every month the ha
ance should be struck and carried forward to the ney
aid if 2 monthly extract is insisted upon by the w
wicipality, as should be done in every casc, & frau
tent entry shoubd be detected at once.”

The anditor suggests some changes in the preset
law as follows :—

(@) All municipalities should have the same piny
leges as towns and cities, that is, of appointing on
skilled auditor,

(1) Anditors should be compelled to have a stany
to e used when passing acconnts,

() Anditors should be appointed in November «
December.

Cansidering, the cnormous amount of money pas:
ing through the hands of municipal officials cven
vear it is highly creditable to them and to the o
mirable system of municipal self-Government estal
lished in Canada that so few irregularities have o
curred,

—_—-————
REPORT OF CONFERENCE ON UNITED STA
CURRENCY SYSTEM.

The Report of the Conference on the UL S, curren
svetem, which has been held at Indianapolis,
document of the highest value.  Awmerican literatuz
of this class is marked by rhetorical redundance, fie:
language being in the proportion of Falstaff's sa-t
to his allowance of bread. It is, therefore, gratifsing
to read a lenghty Report, like the onc before ux. i
which the wholesome “bread” of argument is b
staple aml the “sack™ only sufficient for washing
down.

THE RE-APPEARANCE OF KR, W. J. Brvax

on a public platform as an agitator for free silver. i
volving the abolition of a gold standard, along witt
the publication of a journal specially devoted to tha
cause, and the re-issue also of pro-silver tracts on
large scale, all indicate there being a movement -
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foot to counteract the cffort to establish the nations
banking aml currency system on a sound basis, Tl
airusive language used by the promoters of free silve
towards bankers and capitalists reminds ue in i
ferocity of the denunciations of the moneyed classs
which are found in the speeches of the French rove

lutionary Ieaders which inspired the terrible deod ,;,'.
which a century ago deluged France with blood. \-gE. -
tte present revived agitation evidences its being huck- Sl -
el by large mometary resources, presumably ownes

of silver mines, whoever are finding the sincwsof wagl. .
are using a hoomerang weapon which may recoi! gl 1
their serious injury.  The Report points out bR -
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defects of the present systemy with much perspicaciiy.
We condense them as follows, They are, the o

boks are mtended {or villages, towns, townships,

adequate provision for maintaining the gold standurd;



