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no hand in that matter ; nor was He hailed as King of the Jews
by His disciples.  He saw that the peoplo were ubout to tuke Hun
by forco and make Him a King, and fled from them into the
mountuin Hiwmself alone. (John 6, 15.) He declaced His King-
dom wasno. of this world.  His “triumphal entey into Jorusalom”
was of an entirely different chnractor from Mr. C.'s representation.
Riding on an ass colt, with their garmonts spread over Him, was
not such u sceno us would oxcite the suspicion of the peoplo or
ineur the chargo of treason or insurrection.

that I can seo thut He puced Himsolf in antagonsm to tho |

Rom.n autho tics But He counselled His hearsrs to rvonder
unto Cusar the things that were Cresar's, and unto G d the things
that woro God's, (dut. 22, 21.) It appoars that tho expulsion
from tho Temple of those who weve eugnged "n truflic and speculu-
tion, was legitimate, for they had made the uouse of prayocr for all
nations “n den of thisves.” Nor was that act in defiunce of tho
Romun power, for it was a Jowish synagugue, und under the con-
trol of the Jewisn Sunhedr my, His arrest, soon after this, was
not because Ho had committed any flagrant act, but out of mulice
because Ho was trathiul aud bonest w8 well us fearless 1 all His
expressions, and He was ouly convicted on falso witnesses. . And
Pilate said he found no fuult with Him.

His eighth paragraph is such a flagiant cartcaturo that it
deserves but littlo notice. Tt closes with tho wlen that Hig ¢ foolish
fumaticism brought to an untimely cnd His, in some respects,
promsing career.” My five thoughts lead me to conclude that
M. C.’s wisdom would full fur short of the * foolishness” of Jesus.
Thbe peop's said, ““ Wherofore hath this man this wisdom and these
mighty works?" (JMat. 13, 54.) DBut His carcer was not cut
short. They would havo taken Him sooner, but His time had not
come. (Joka 7, 30 and §, 20).

In bis ninth paragvaph M. C. gives the idea that if “ Jesus had
displayed much forcthought and discretion i His suywngs and
actions,” etc., He would huvo accomplished much mure good than
really sttonded His brief winistry. The probability 1s, Jesus
knew what Be was about thon as well as Mr. C. docs now. It is
also probable He accomplished all Ho intended to on earth ; for
He said ife had flnisbed the work His Father gave Hin toco;
aud, again, on the Cross, Ho said * It is finished,” and ** He bowed
Has lead and gave up tho ghost,” (u: spirit.) (Jobn 19, 30.)

His tonth parugraph professes to point out our duty if wo tuko
Jesus for an example, and is sucha gross perversion of the hiteand
conduct of Jesus that it scems strange any man of intellect and
common honesty should condescend to it. Jesus is not reported
as eutering churches and driving out the pew-holders or stock-
Lolders ; nor procluiming Himself a Sovercign , nor did Ho forfet
the esteem of respectable and law-abiding poople.

His twelfth and last paragraph is u complete tissue of nusrepre-
sentation, and it would seem that Lo bas become demented, to say
tho least. « No portion of the life of Jesus can bo taken as an
example for our imitation ” Should wo not strive to imitate His
meekuegs, His gentleness, His goodness, bonevolence, and sym-
pathy, His filial love sad duty? Did He not go soout domg
good? Healing tho sick, curing the lame, giving sight to the
blind and speech to tho dumb, sanity to tho lunatic und comfort
w tho mourner? Did Ho not teach His hearers all the graces of
tho Kiogdom of God? To lovo each other, and do unto others as

they would bo done by? Did He not enjoin upon His hearers the-

importanze of filial trust in the goodness of the Creator as their
Fatherin Heaven? Did Ho not say, “ As I bave loved you, so
ougb? yo to love ono another”? Here are cxamples which I am
froo to think if Mr. C. would imitate he would be a botter and
happier man than he is. Bear in mind I would not accuse him
of immorality any further than carricature and misreprosentation
are concerned, but ho seems to lack a duo regard for the punty of
hart that actuated the life of Jesus.

Borlin, Mich., U. §. A.

Receivod and forwarded to Mr. Pringle, onoe dollar from Ed.
Payne, M, D., Marmora, Ont.

THE DENIAL OF JESUS BY PITER.

BY WILLIAM EMMETTE COLEMAN.

Poter ueclared that he would In;' down his life for Juesus
previous to Jesus' prediction of his thrice-repeated deninl (Jobn

"There is no avidonco | xni, 37, 38 ; Luke xxn. 33, 34) ; though it wus after the | whic-

tivn of the deniuls that Poter expressed his willingness to div for
Jesus (Matt. xxvi. 34, 35 ; Mark xiv. 30, 31).  Jesus twld Peter
of the prospective denmls whie thoy wore at supper (Johin xi,
1, 2, 37, 38; Luke xxn. 14, 34, 39); but it was afler erpper un
ths Mourt of Olives, that Peter wos informed of hig future denals
by s Master (Mutt. xxvi. 30, 33, 34).

Jesus told Peter that bofore the cock crow once ho would deny
him thrice, (Mutt, xxvi. 34); Jesus, however, informed Petor that
vefure the cock crow twice the thron deninls would occur (Mark
aiv. 30), howbert, Peter denied Jesus, not thiee times, but ouce
only, bofore the first cock-crowing (Mark xiv. 68, 70, 71), never-
theless, Petor did dony Jesus dhree fimes bofore the cock gave the
firat crow (Matt. xxvi, 69-75). The deniunls of Peter occurred
while the trial of Jesus was going on, or after it had ended Matt.
xxil, 87-68, 69-75) ; but Peter demed Jesus before the trinl had
commenced (Luko xxii. §4-62, 66). Poter’s denials took place
in tho house of dnnas (John xvin. 13, 15, 17, 18, 25 27), yet the
denials of Jesus took place in the houso of L'uiaphas (Matt, xxvi.
57, 58, 69-75).

Yeter's first deniul occurred while be was in the court of the
high priest's house (Matt. xxv1. 6); yet tho firsc deniul of Jesus
took pluce winle Poter was in the nall of tho high priest’s paluco
(Luke xxii, 55, 66, 57); notwithstanding the denial occurred
while ho wus cntering the court of the paluco (fohn xviii, 16, 17).
Potor was sutting when he fivst donied his Master (Mart. xxvi. 69,
70), yet when Dotor donted Jesus first, ho was standing (John
xviii, 16-18 5.

Peter's sccond doninl was to the maid servant (Mumk xiv. 69,
70}, bus the second denial of Peter was to u man {Luke uxii. 58)
which man or mawl was several persons either mulo or female
John xvi. 25).  Petor wus m the court of the pauluco when Lo
denied the second tune (John xviii. 15, 16, 18 25) ; still, Peter
when he made g second demial, was ontsido of the court in the
porck (Matt. xxvi. 71 ; Mark xiv. 63-70).

Poter's third deninl was to sereral bystanders without the house
{Matt. xxv1. 71, 73, 74) ; which bystuuders wore one certain man
(Luke xxii. 59) ; which certain man was the Ligh priest's servant
(Jobn xvui. 26, 27). The third deninl took pluco without tho
court, in the porck (Matt. xxvi. 71, 73, 71 ; it however occuried
while Peter wus within, m the hall of the palace (Luke xxii. 59,
60, 62) Jesus was present with Peter at the third denial, both
being in the house (Luke xxii. 69-62); yet Peter was not with
Jesus when ho demied lim the thid time, Jesus being in an
upper apartment of tho palece, and Peter in the porch bencath
(Mark xv. 53, 55, 65, ¢6, 68, 70).

Peoter was reminded of Jesus’ prediction relative to hiy thrice-
repeated deninl by hearing the cock erow (durk xiv. 72); but the
prophecy of Jesus was recalled to Peter's remembrance by seeing
Jesus looking reproackfully upon him (Luke xxii. 61). Peter
made uso of an outh at the second denial (Matt. xxvi. 72) ; but he
did not begin to curse and swear until the third denial (Mark
Xiv. 70, 71) ; nevertheless, Peter neither cursed or swcore either ut
the second or third denmnis (Luke xxii. 58, 60). The third deninl
took place an kour after the second (Luke xxii. 59); but the
second domal occurred less than an Aour provious to the third
(Matt. xxvi. 73). Another disciple (John?) came with Peter to
tho high priest’s house, and was present during tho denials (John
xviii. 15, 16, 17); but Peter camo alons to tho palace, and no
disciple was with Poter when he uttered the deninls (Matt. xxvi.
588, 69.75 ; Mark xiv. 54, 66-72 ; Luko xxii, §4-63).

Query.—Did Peter over deny Jesus at all?
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