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can bhe no doubt, however, that the ‘quantity
of Coal buried under its soil is immense;
und its insular position and extent of sea-
board secure for it facilities of transport that
cannot easily be over-estimated. 'There is
- some ground, therefore, for the hope enter-
tained by many, that it will ere long attain
to great importance.

But there is another subject connected
with Cape Breton, which many of the readers
of the ffecord will consider fully as iuterest-
ing as its incalculable wealth and beautiful
scenery ; and that is, the religious condition
of its inhabitants. I propose to offer a few
remarks on this subject.

The population of Cape Breton is about
63,000.  As I have not the statistical account
ut hand, I cannot give the exact number be-
longing to each of the religious bodies in the
Island. Ibelieve I am sufficiently near the
mark, however, in saying, that a little more
than the half of the people are Roman Catho-
lics. 'The remaining smaller half, if 1 may
use the expression, is divided into a number
of scets, viz.: Presbyterians, Ipiscopalians,
Baptists, Methodists, &c. And the Presby-
terians, again, are sub-divided into the Uni-
ted Presbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
vinces, the Church of Scotland, and a body
known by the name of Normanites. Of these
three, the United Presbyterians are by far
the most numerous.

It must be observed, however, that the
strength of the Church of Scotland in the
Island is apt to be uuder-estimated. We
biave two ministers there, but that is no index
of the number of our people. Most of the
readers of the Record remember the time
when we had ouly one minister in the County
of Pictou. It would have been a ridiculous
mistake to infer from that, that there were
but few Kirk people in the county. 'the
result shows that there were, even then,
enough to form many congregations; but
they had not an opportunity of showing their
strength till a sufficient number of ministers
arrived to labour amongst them. As the
people of Cape Breton were poorer, their
wamts were longer in being supplied. Lven
at the present day, many of them have to
look for services from deputations from the
Presbytery of Pictou, just as Pictou itself
had, some fifteen or twenty yecars ago, to
depend, in a measure, upon the services of
the deputations sent out from Scotland.
When we compare the present state of our
‘Church in Nova Scotia with the past, there is
good hope that the efforts now made to build
up the walls of our Zion in Cape Breton wlil
be crowned with success. 'The vacant charges
here being mostly filled up now, it may be
expected that some of the young ministers
who are looked for next summer will find
their way across the Gut of Causo.

» "'The reader may form some idea of the
“present state of the Church, if he will take
ghe trouble to read the following briefsketch
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of the various stations visited by the depu-
tation sent there in August last:—

At Baddeck, there is & promising congre-
gation, though but small. They are, as yet,
without a proper place of worship; but it is
to be hoped that things will not continue
long in that condition. ‘There are some
very energetic and wealthy members amongst
them, and we understand that they contem-
plate building a Church soon.

Baddeck is a very important place, and is
fast rising to eminence. There is a steamer
plying regulurly between it and Sydney
twice a week; that, with other natural ad-
vantages is calculated to make it a flourish-
ing town, and a good field for a rising
Church.

Middle River Church is about 12 miles to
the northwest of Baddeck. The Sacrament
having Leen dispensed while we were there,
we saw a large concourse of people, on each
of the sacramental days. On Sabbath, the
Church was erowded : and outside, where the
Gaclic services were conducted, the audience
was, of course, far larger. We were informed
that nearly the half of the people in this
district adhere to the Churc;x of Scotland,
and the congregation seems to be flourish-
ing. The people are warmly attached to
their minister, Mr. Brodie, as is evinced by
the present of an excellent waggon which he
received from them last summer. The
Church, with about 100 acres of land, is
deeded to the Church of Scotland.

. There is a thriving congregation at Broad
Cove. During the whole of the sacramental
services, there was & large number of people
in attendance. Friday was observed as a
Ceist day, as was also the case at Middle
River; and it was very pleasing, as well as
instructive, to see the earnestness, modesty,
and good sense with which the men spoke.
One of the elders of the United Church, who
was present, spoke also “on the question”
—thus showing the good feeling that exists
there between the two bodies. A ver
handsome and commodious Church, which
was being erected while we were there in
August, is now ready for the use of the con-
gregation.

On the week following that at Broad Cove,
the Sacrament was held at River Inhabitants.
That was the first time that our people in
that district enjoyed such a privilege since
the Disruption ; not, certainly, for any luke-
warmness on their part, but for the %ack of
ministers hitherto. We did not expect a
large gathering there on that accasion, for
the” people were in the midst of their hay
harvest ; besides, in the neighborhood of the
Church, the Protestant population is not
numerous.  Notwithstanding these draw-
backs, there was a goodly attendance at the
week day services; and on Sabbath, there
was a large Gaelic congregation outside,
while the Church was well nigh filled with
those worshipping in the English language.



