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in the ruseunis of svvt'rai of tho cities iii Italy. The oid story of the
table cloth of Oliarlexîîagise is clou btless fauuiliar to iany of you, in
which it iq stated th:b lie uscd to draw this cieth froxin the table, al

soiled with the lelnis of' his fensts, and in tic presexice of his guests

throw it upon the blaziing ire, from which it mas soon taken, cipan.,ed
froin ail impurî-t.y. Titis îîectliarity, hiowever, probably applies to a
clotit made froxîx the true abestus and not fr-oui the clîrysotile, tho <liffer-
ence in wi ill beih pointed eut 'ts we proceed, but wv1icli varies frum
the other soinewvhàt in composition. To the foi-mer variety, aise, pro-
babiy beiongs the garment descriiîed in the story se quaintiy given in
the book by NMontpetit, concerniîtg the French hiabitant, in wlîicl lie
relates that at a certain lunîher camp in one of our reat nertiiern
forests, onie of the men, newviy engaged, tipon his veturn fromn his day's
'vork iu the soft melting snowv, wvLcn the rest of the crew were gittiered
about the ýitove', coiiy preceededl te reiuove his boots, anîd dieu lus secks
whicii lie da:slied into the open fire. Hie, ]îewever, speedily extricated

bis foot ge.uri, niow cleansed to imuniiaculate wviiteuiess, and l)toceede(l to
di'ess luis fi3et its if notiiing, iiiiîsual liad occurred, a preceeding wh1ich,
it is tiice(-s te say, aitiong a group of peoeple iiîacctistomed to witniesti

mueli îiavvels, resulte(uinl sometiig stronger even tuiar aniazenueut, and

-%itii a sucîdeui accession of terrer at the pr)sc5ClC if a mai who could
titus perforni stîci t uuiraics with appareittly fliing garmients, tlîey lucon-
tiuentiy lied -and ieft tlie uncanny stranger iiiidispuited inaster of the

.situation, tnder te imtpressionti tat hie coîîl le ieo otheri titan the evii

one hinîseif. Expjitriti was of rio avail, arfid the mien refuse(i to
returni to wvork until tule ui-entan. liad discitar.gedl ah-sointeiy tue uinfor-

tunate wvearer of a.1shestus socks.

Soitiewbat analogous te titis is the story reiated te tue eu oe of tue

local inanagers cf an asiiestuis mine in Coieralue townshtip. Tihis gen-
tiexîîau, aise, wvas the fortunaîite pessessor cf a pair cf tsbestius inittens
andl under the implression tliat tiiese were indiestructible by lire, and
desirous of astonishing the crowvd wluici wvas gathered aronnd the

steve in a couîutty store procceded te tliirew\ oie of titeni jute the
flames 'vitlîlu. The success of tie wishied for mtiracle wvas net,

liovever, equal te lus expectatieiu, sitice tîjion witlidrawing lus

initten fremn the flaines, after a shîort interval, it, was found


