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The superintendent, Mr. Robert J. Boutilier, has now been
in office for about seventeen' years, during whicb time be bas
brougbt the Iite-saving work up to a bigb st 'andard of excellence,
and be is certainly entitied to the bigbest credit for tbe present
efficient state, wbkbh is in marked contrast to tbe condition of
affairs before bis incumbency. His kindness and that of bis
famiiy' was very mucb appreciated, and cannot be too higbly
spoken of. We were made to feel at home from the moment we
landed, and when wc Ieft, our fareweii was a pressing invitation
to came back at tbe first opportunity and make a further visît.
When Mr. Boutilier went tbere he bad tbe iandsman's dislike of
drinking surface water, and instcad of setiing down to use tbe
rain water from tbe roof be sank a wcll in order ta get pure water,
at some deptb. Wbat was his surprise to find that the fresh
surface w&àter was merely floating upon the sait water bencath,
and no matter bow deep tbe wcil was sunk only sait water was
obtained.

The island is ini tbe form of an clongated crescent, with its*concave side to the north. It is nearly 25 miles long and oniy
abaut a mile wide ini most places. At eacb cnd it tapers down
to a point 'of bare sand witbout any sign of vegetation wbatever,
'and over whicb the sea sweeps at evry higb tide, and witb every
stcrtmy wind. Approacbing the isiand as wc did from the nortb,the first view wc received of it rather confirmed aur ideas of a
descrt. Ail along the north side there is a line of sandy ciiffs,
varying from 40 to nearly îoo f cet bigh. These are occasianally
broken by guileys wbich the wind bas made, but the generai affect
is of one contunuous ciiff. The face of it is, of course, of baresand, witb vary littie vegetation, s0 jbat anc receives the impres-
sion of white sand witb anîy a scanty covering of grass upon the
top of the hbis. As the steamer approached dloser wa could sec
but little more of the island, as the cliffs barred our vision. But
soon We coiiid maka aut the meni bringung the surf boat from, itsshelter ta the water's cdge, and it was not long bafore tbe first
of the Sable Isianders stood on the deck of the Minio. We were,
of course, cager to land, and took the first apportunity of doing
Fo. Whiie we were waitîng for tbc boat ta comne out wc were
much intcrested in watcbing the large scbool of codfish which


