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The source of the Red Deer River is in one of the ranges, of the
Rock-y Mountains in lat. 510 30', long. 1 16" W., and flowving east-
ward joins the South Saskatchewan near the fourth principal
meridian. The following morning after reaclîbng the Mackenzie
farm I find it wvill be two or tlîree days before wve can start down
the river, so embrace the opportunity offered to visit the village,
eight miles up streamn, which place we reach by crossing the river
on horseback and proceeding along its east bank. Here at the
Calgarv-Edmonton crossing the strearn is rapid and over 470
feet wvide. On the east side is situated Red Deer Village, wvhich
at that time (1889) consisted of twvo general stores, one log cabin
boarding bouse and a few other buildings. The principal trade
dorie by the stores is wvîth the lîalf-breed freighters ivho are con-
stantly passing to and fro betwveen Calgary and Edmonton, a
distance of about i îo miles. The country here is beautiful, con-
sisting of rich dark loamy prair 'ie lands broken '-y clusters of
spruce, poplar and other trees. The variety and beauty of the
wvild flowvers are remarkable and niakes one boath to leave so charm-
ing a spot. But wve miust return to the 'Mackenzie farm wvhere
Mac and another half-breed are busy calking and pitching the two
boats wvhich are to carry us hundreds of miles dowvn part of twvo
remarkable streanis. Our boats have been made by half-breed
Indians during the spring ; they are rmade of hialf and one inchi
planks sawn fromn trees which growv on the banks of the river in
this vicinity. They are roughi flat-bottomed boats constructed
specially for thie journey wve are to inake.

From the Red Deer V7illage crossing, eighrt miles up stream,
the river is very crooked with, in places, 'Icut banks" of alluvial
deposits, clays, gravels, and larninated beds in wvhich we f*ound
pieces of wvood, leaves, and fragments of borie; one seemed to be
part of the sucruni of a buffalo ; it was fourni with some flint chip-
pings five teet below the surface. A fewv miles belov the Red Deer
Village crossing the Blind Man River enters the Red Deer betwveen
high "Icut banks" and sloping wooded land. This is an interesting
locality, as here wve find in the calcareous dlay slates beautifully
preserved leaves of exogenous plants, some of which are closely
allied to certain species of plants of the present day. With these
are associated several species of delicate ferns and grasses belong-
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